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were acquainted with them all, but aged them together 3 

under the common the Fortunate 8 | „ 

—_— Tux iſlands Madeira and Porto Santo feem to anſwer to che VVV 
So 6 Aeſeription of the Fortunate or 4 
Vr _- _— ollows % When Sertorius hi ar th _— 4 


N = . 1 river Betis, i in Spain, he met with ſeamen newly arrived from 


- 82 

& 0 - ** 
a 
r WT 
7 * 


. R l 5 _—_— 
Se SIS TEA CT ir e to CS _ n en e rn Odo dg n 
W. 1 DS: 4 1 — 5 «Ak 1 50 DG t BY . Nee wo, 75 N 4 5 7 2 6 As P% 2 . fg v1. he +24 2 * . l r NE » * 7 . 
W * WE . au „ DEN. Fa be. e * 2 e x 8 » k Rad n ICY. 1 7% 1 4 F 5 x 
BCC / ˙ͤ TTT. bY | N ; 8 * 
wn Ay 


w— ar 3 
* 2 


9 


N I b X 0 Ae * Bo Rb * x * 2 * * a * 8 4 2 N JN CY 
N 4 Para 5 n 20 N | er . . MN . by N * Nene e Lo "x By n (+. LARS 2 . Fo 
Bag SIE Oo, DIE g de”. * n e e (c tb rg 8 
mays £3 * 5 1 * 9% $ ) — 9 S N 8 J , VF"): 2 Ci, 3 * N 1 0 "3 
rn * N = KL „.. . * 8 \ 8 * 
e N PROF: J 254 n : | 
N ba N. Ns K * 
N | . py 


£61 
. 


© 26% 
» 25.6 


IE Ke 12 
: HT — % 


4 
- 


winds. which breathe, upon, the 
| ſhowers; but for 
only with the fruit 
t] e air, whic they bri 
believed 


—_—_ part they impregnate the . 


# 
z - 3 3 
W427” 


i. 1 i dews and the 1 we oe 
HG „„ SY te along with em from the 
15 5 « among the barbarous people.th 


nat theſe are 


oy 2 N . 6 


4 


. 
1 
2 
A 
. 


. 
7 bee 


5 
* 
4 


"hang: 
1 
— © 
iQ 
0 
2 
hs 0 
Qu 
-..0 
2 
58 
2 
fl 
— 
2 
ane, oh 
= 
0 
&. 
2 
0 
e. 
5 


— —-—y-— — „ . — 


5 VVV th-weſt of Horeules's OY Streigl its of Gibraltar 
J ar he fays, « the rough northerly and eaſterly winds which blow. 
0 r e coaſts of Europe and \frica towards. thoſe iſlands; ” * 
=_ conſequently they. could not be. any. of the Azores: or Weſtern - 
ER =”. ſouthermoſt of which does not lie farther ſouth than 
FD Streights of Gibraltar. Nor could they be any of the Canary 
33 . e from any one of them three or four of the 
11 by others may be perceived, excepting the two iſlands Lancerota and 
1 FPaüuertaventura, which are more diſtant from the reſt, lying near 

I e the coaſt of Africa. But they bear no reſemblance to Plutarch's 


5 Iſlands, becauſe no trees grow in them, for the. north-eaſt wind 


* 


7 1 * * ow 


* blows upon them almoſt conſtantly, and with ſuch vehemence as 
03 prevent the growth of almoſt all kind of trees, except the 
| | fig-tree, and ſome low ſhrubs that happen to be ſheltered by a 

1 5 Wõall or rock: beſides, Lancerota and Fuertaventura are deſtitute Ty 


BWW 5 of good water. What the natives drink, is rain- water, preſerved 
. in ciſterns; ſo that they do not anſwer the deſcription of 5 
3 1 the Fortunate Iſlands, or Elyſian Fields, ſo highly celebrated by 
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a N = N 
apraria *-of Statius eboſus frem 
| o be ſome of the Cape de Verd Iflands ; and his Planaria on 
= cContinent oppoſite to them, > coaſt ica between Cape . 
EP Ty and Cape Verd; which is indeed, as he repreſents it, ex- 
5 nd full of great 7 „ 
. chat it r 
AFTER the Arabs had conquered the northern parts of Africa 
| and ſettled themſelves | in Spain, they were obliged to maintain 
2 ; fleets, in order to cope with thoſe of the northern nations, * 
” often came and ravaged the coafts of Spain and Barbary. en 
they had ſuch large navies, they could ignorant of the art 
of navigation, nor of the ſituation of their own of Fez, 
It is probable that theſe iſlands are St. Iago and Mayo, two of the Cape de 
| : Verds : thoſe who named the firſt Pluvialz, had been there in the time of the 
| heavy periodical rains, which fall in places ſituated between the tropics; and not 
3 — being acquainted with that phenomenon, called the ifland Pluviala. | 
| ; a 2 5 Oroccvd, 
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_ 3 Trar the Arabs knew. Madeira and Porto Santo, is plain —_—_ 
_ —_ what the Nubian Geographer. fays i in the Firſt Part of his Thrd 
_ Climate, where he  mentians two iſlands, one of which he 
— Sciarraham and the other Sciaram, ien the ore of Azaffi | 

—_ in NO 985 e ; 5 

—_ In the Firſt Part of his Second Climate he only mentions two Fir 
A iſlands 3 in the Atlantic, called Masfahan and Lacos, which may 

| be ſuppoſed to be Lancerota and Fuertaventura; for he ſays they 

Y „„ are of the number of the fix deſcribed by Ptolemy. One of thoſe. 
J two iſlands (if not both) viz. Fuertaventura, may be diſcerned 

—_ - „ from the continent of Africa, in clear weather. JJ 8 
=—_ 7: | Any « one WhO reads with attention the Firſt Part of the N u- - 1 
=—_ 4 | bian Geographer' s Third Climate, will be ſtrongly inclined to be-. 

336 + lieve that the Arabs had even ſome knowlege of America, or the 

Y wel Indio iſlands *.- If ſo, it muſt have been received by the 

14 1 ſome ſhips to Spain or Africa from thoſe parts of the 

Ei. . 555 5 world, where they might have been driven by ſtorms; even, ugh 

= ſome ſay, Columbus got. his intelligence of che new world +. 

I ; 3 TH | 3 The Nubian Geographer, ſpeaking of the Atlantic Ocean, 3 4e In this ſea 

Et Se a <« js alfo the iſland Saale, in which is found a kind of men like women, having their 

= 1 & eye-tooth ſticking out, their eyes like lightning, their breath like the ſmoak of 

1 ö « burning wood, and ſpeaking an unintelligible language; they fight ſea · beaſts, 
A 4 and the men are only diſtinguiſhed from the women by the organs of generation: 

_ ce. they have no beards, and are cloathed with the leaves of trees.” Now though the + 

3 W EE foregoing account ſeems fabulous, yet there is alſo in it ſome appearance of truth ; 

1 fox the Indians of America have no beards; and to thoſe who firſt ſaw them — 

1 . 1 ing tobacco, their breath would reſemble the ſmoak of burning wood. 

Ei TS + When Columbus left Spain to go in queſt of America, he gave inſtructions to God 
WL dhe officers of his little ſquadron, that after ailing ſeven hundred leagues beyond the os 
I | | LES : Es Ae 1 | Canary | 
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npoff Mo eie. OY veſſels; filing T 
near their own coaſts, muſt at ſundry times have been —  —-  - 
northerly ſtorms, in the winter ſeaſon,” within C me - 3 
conſtant north-eaſt wind, talled. by uß the trade-wind, - which oy 

begins to blow not far to the ſouthward of the Streights of 

Gibraltar, and actually blows nine months of the year on the | e 
c.oaſts of Morocco. Now if it happened that a ſhip, ſo driven by 
pe a ſtorm into the north-eaſt trade-wind, ſhould loſe her maſts, ſhe 
wy could not poſſibly in that caſe regain the coaſts of Spain or Bar- 

bary, but muſt be driven before the wind and RA 
the Weſt Indies, if ſhe did not chance. to light « on che Madeira | FO TL 
or WO Iſlands 7 the yy” 


VO L 


,— . - * 7 : 2 
» 


. 1 ſupport boſs ce it is to FR gere au * 
lumbus, on his ſecond voyage to the Weſt Indies, touched —Z 
- _ Iſland of Guadalupe, where he found the ſtern-poſt of a ſhip lying | EO, 
. on the ſhore; which was a certa n proof that a ſrip had been in 5 
ieee world before him; for that piece of wood could not have ; 
: been driven there from any place far diſtant from that — CE 


Canary Iſlands and did not find land, they ſhould make no way fromi > idaiabt until 
day. How came Columbus not to uſe this precaution. before he ſailed ſeven hun- 
| dred leagues beyond the Canaries, or a little way ſhort of the firſt land which he 
diſcovered? The reaſon is obvious to ſeamen ; for thoſe people well know the riſque 
they run of loſing their lives by failing in the night on unknown ſeas, where they 
might be wrecked on ſome lands or rocks before they could ſee them. If Columbus 
had not been pretty certain of the diſtance of the land, he would not have uſed this 
precaution juſt in the nick of time when he ought to have done it, had he known 
where the land was. Seamen at this preſent time, in going to the Welt Indies from 
Europe, uſe the fame precaution, when they deem themſelves ſo far from the land as 
fifty, nay ſometimes an hundred ee, although the ſituation of theſe parts is now 
fo exactly determined, = G 
* A few years ago, a Canary bark, Joe with corn and paſſengers, bound from 
the iſland of Landerota to Tenerife, met with ſome diſaſter at ſea in her paſſage, by 
which ſhe was rendered incapable of getting to any of the Canary Iſlands, and there- 
| fore was obliged to run many days before the wind, until ſhe came within two days 
x | ſail of the coaſt of Caraccas in South America, where ſhe met an Engliſh ſhip, which 
85 ſupplied the ſurviving paſſengers with water, and directed her to the port of La 
Guaira, on _ coaſt. 
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ALTHOVGn' the difarnep of the north-weſt coaſts of Africa, 
ad its iſlands, is commonly aſcribed to the Portugueze, yet we 


find, upon enquiry, that there is reaſon to * they w were 2 


4 3 — 


ke revivers of the Norman diſooveries. , e ie 


f b Es 
/ 7 * Y * 1 - Y 4 . * * - a” 4 ” 


— +4 


80 early as they year a 846; ve find chat che Normans with power 
ful fleets invaded the Spaniards and Moors in Spain. Being repulſed 
at Corunna, in Galicia, by the King Don Ramiro, and obliged to 


reimbark, they were attacked afterwards by his fleet, which took 


and deſtroyed ſeventy of their ſhips : : nevertheleſs, the remainder 
doubled Cape Finiſterre, a d arriving in the mouth of the Tagus, 


put the Moors of Liſbon i in a great conſternation. | Next year the 


Normans came to the coaſt of Spain with a great fleet, and, landing 


in Andaluſia, laidfiegetothe Mooriſh city of Seville, and ravaged the 
country. about Cadiz and Medina Sidonia, carrying away many cap- ; 


tives and much plunder : but hearing that the Mooriſh King Ab- 


derraman was coming againſt them -with a ſtrong fleet, they ſud , 
denly embarked, and ſailed away with their booty. 
this expedition of the Normans, to ſhew to what a pitch they had 
then arrived at, in the art of navigation among theſe people *. La- 
bat, in his Hiſtory of the Weſtern Coaſts of Africa, informs us that 
the Normans traded to the coaſts of Africa as far as Sierra Leona 
1o early as the year 1364; for proof of which he refers to a deed of 
: aſſociation between the merchants of Dieppe and Roan, dated 


an 136 5. He Jays that all their ſettlements in Africa fell to 
, ruin ſoon after, and the trade Was Ny loſt by the civil wars 


1 mention 


* In thofe days the Engliſh knew more of navigation than they did ſome centuries 


after; for John Leo, in his account of Abies.” informs us, that about the 314th 
year of the Hegira, the Goths of Spain invited them to invade South Barbary, in 


order to draw the Moors out of Spain, although at that time the Goths were Chriſ- 
tians and the Engliſh idolaters. Accordingly they beſieged the town of Arzilla, fi- 


tuated on the coaſt of the Atlantic ocean, with a great army, which they took, 


and conſumed with fire and ſword 1 in ſuch a manner chat it lay deſolate for thirty 
years: after. 
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6, as will appear in the courſe of the n ee 
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\L THOUGH of old the Europeans were ignorant of the uſe _ 
OO "of the loadſtone, yet it is certain that in ſeas where the conſtant „ 
trade-wind prevails, ſeamen may eaſily make ſhift without i it, ws - 
ds. weather i is there generally ſerene, and the ſun and ſtars com- = 
| monly: ſeen ; and} f the heavens happen at any time to be overcaſt, 
they can eaſily ſteer their courſe by ſerving the direction of the 
waves, which in thoſe ſeas run in a regular and certain courſe, 


S 


as well : as the wine 


— * * 


* * 


— 4 — ” 


* 


by which they « are e impelled. J nn 


Ar rER ſailin, g four hundred and fifty miles towards the fouth= ' 
weſt from the mouth of the Streights of Gibraltar, along by the 
coaſts of Fez, Morocco, and Suz, on the tlhar c Ocean, we ar- : % 
| rive at the ſouth-weſt extremity of Mount Atlas, in the latitude x 

of twenty- nine degrees twenty-five minutes north: then leaving 

that land, and ſailing into the ocean directly weſt, one hundred . 5 

and ſixty miles, we come to the iſland of Lancerota, the firſt of the 
Canary Iſlands in that courſe: the reſt of theſe iſlands F 

the weſt and ſouth of Lancerota.. The Canaries are ſeven in | 
number, Viz. Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Canaria, Tenerife, G0 
mera, Hierro or Ferro, and Palma: they lie from the eaſt to the 
weſt in the ſame order as they are here named. The laſt- 
mentioned is about ſixty-five leagues diſtant from the rf. 185 


As 1 do not intend to give a partic cular deſcription of them in 3 

this place, I refer the readerto the ſecond part of this work, in which 85 —c_ 

| he will find each iſland diſtin&ly deſcribed ; and ſhall now pro- | 
ceed to the Hiſtory of their Diſcovery and Conqueſt, which i is al-. © 
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line, a 5 Friar, a native. 


24 
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Tas - lay a long time in obſcuri 
_ | the iſland of Palma. About three years ago it was ſent f m 
| | thence to Canaria, as a preſent. to the Biſhop of the Iſland, . 
*** heard of this Manuſcript when J was at Tenerife, and immedi- N 
OC | ately wrote to a gentleman in Canaria to procure me a cop, 
=: which he did, and ſent it to me. Upon reading the manuſeript B55 
Ik! had the ſatisfaction to find that it contained a genuine account 


. 


— 


7 


FF _  - of the conqueſtof the iſlands and the ancient inhabitants, andper- 
fectly agreed with thoſe I had before often received. It was 

| complete, and prepared for the preſs; what prevented i its publica- 
tion in the author' 8 life-time, I know not: probably the : author . 
„ had intended to carry it to Spain (as there was no printin D 
„„ 1 and have publiſhed it there, but was prevented by death | „„ 
85 from executing his deſign. OE ik 2s 
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i Tyunux candid reader i is requeſted not to cenſure. this perform. _ 
| ance on account of the inelegance of the ſtyle : the editor pre- 
ferring faithfulneſs in tranſlation, and accuracy in deſcription, to 
the pompous flow of language: and though he may ſome- 
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times dwell on circumſtances which may appear trifling to many 
3 5 readers; ; yet he flatters himſelf that they will be found uſeful and 


8 


55 6 by ; | 
E Intereſting to thoſe whoſe buſineſs or curioſity require a more par- 
q ticular knowledge of theſe iſlands. | 
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In what manner the Ginny In to be known to the 
* 15 5 1 , 1 + : , 


H E firſt account we had o che Canary Iſlands being pub- 

 lickly known in Europe, after the decline of the Roman 
; empire, was ſome time between the years 1326 and 1 334. 

byr means of a French ſhip that was driven among them bya ſtorm. 


> 4 f 


' Upon this diſcovery; a Spaniſh nobleman, Count of Claramonte, 
named Don Luis, ſon of Don Alonzo de la Cerda, ſurnamed 
the Dif erited *, procured a grant of thoſe iſlands, with the 


* * - 


* He was right heir to the crown of Caſtille, but was deprived of it by his uncle 
Sancho IV. From Donna Tfabella, daughter to this Luis de la Cerda, is deſcended | 
the noble family of Medina Celi in Spain. Mariana. „„ 

1 When this grant was made to Don Luis, it gave ſuch umbrage to the En gliſh 
ambaſſadors, who then happened to be at Rome, that they immediately diſpatched 
an expreſs to their court, to prevent this conveyance; imagining there were no other 
Fortunate Iſlands than thoſe of Great Britain: ſuch was the ignorance of thoſe 
times. Hqlin s Coſmography. 25. 1 
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Pedro, King of Arragon, to equip a fleet from ſome of his ports, 
in order to take poſſeſſion of the Canary Illands; but though: 
ſome of his ſhips were actually fitted out, yet the deſign failed, 
firſt by reaſon of his being engaged in ſome other affairs, and. 
| lafly by his death, which happened ſoon after. However, it is 
: kts that either part of that ſquadron, , or ſome other ſhips,. 
went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were- 
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a un HISTORY or. | 


title of Kin g. from Pope Clement VI, upon opndition a he 
would Tauſe the Goſ p &to be preached to the natives. 


Two years after this, . Luis obtained a licence from. 


natives of Majorca, which then belonged to the crown of Arragon. 


What became of thoſe veſſels ſhall be related in its proper place. 
Nothing was done afterwards towards perfecting the diſcovery, 
until the year 138 5. when ſome Biſcayners and inhabitants of Se- 
ville joined to equip a fleet of five ſhips at Cadiz, in order to make 
deſcents upon and plunder the Canary Iſlands and the _ | 
coaſt of Barbary. The command of theſe ſhips was given to one. 
. Ferdinando Peraza, a de of Seville. 


5 


, 


Ay DER coelling the African ſhore, they failed ae, and 


fell in with the iſland now called Lancerota, where they landed. 
The natives came in crowds to the port to behold them: but the 
| Spaniards ſhooting ſome arrows among them, killed ſome, wounded. 


others, and ſo frightened the reſt that they ran away; upon which 


the Spaniards marched to the town where the natives reſided, 
which they ſacked, and carried off a large booty of goat-ſkins, 
tallow, and 


ſheep, and one hundred and ſeventy of the inhabi- 
tants, among whom were Guanareme, King of- the iſland, and- 
Tinguafaya, his wife : with theſe' they returned on board their 
ſhips, and ſailed back to Spain; where, in thoſe days, their plunder 
was reckoned to be very valuable. 

THE 
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dition to Lancerota was from Seville, in the year 
I 393. This fleet did not at 


by which it appeared that the deſign of the Spaniards, in thoſe 


of Caſtille, for a licence to conquer the Canary Illands, as 


Henry pretended they were his property; but on what he founded 
this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369, the con- 
tention for the crown of Caſtile was ended by the death of Don 
Pedro, who was ſtabbed by bis baſtard- brother Don Henry, 
who then ſucceeded to the crown, A few years before this hap- 
pened, ſeveral noblemen, from the province of N ormandy in 
France, came to Caſtille, to the affiſtance of Don Henry, among 
whom were Bertran Claquin. Conſtable, and Rubin de Braca- 
monte, Admiral of France. This laſt had two nephews by a ſiſter , 
who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betan - : 
cour, Granville, and other places in that coun try: ; the eldeſt, : 
oy named John de Betaneour, though at that time an old man, had 
a ſtrong deſire to travel, and do ſomething worthy of his anceſtors, 
and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to viſit his 
uncle the Admiral. With this view he went to Roc del, a ſea- 
port town, where he was to embark for that country: while he 
remained there, he became acquainted with one Gadifer de la Sala, i 
a man of conſiderable fortune. This perſon, having the ſame paſ- 
fion for ſeeing foreign countries, ſoon agreed with] ohn de Betan- 
cour to go with him in queſt of the Fortunate Iſlands, much talked 
of at that time in Europe. In order to proſecute their deſign, they 
ſold ſome of their lands, and mortgaged others, by which they 
raiſed money ſufficient to equip a ſmall fleet, well provided with 
ſkilful mariners, pilots, and ſome people as interpreters, who 


muſt conſequently haye been in ſome of the iſlands before that time. 


B 2 — — Tuts 


THE CANARY. 1 Lan Ps. 1 


t to ſubdue the iſland, hut returned 
| doon after, with ſeveral captives and a great number of goat- ſkins; 


_ expeditions, was only to enrich themſelves by robbery and plunder. 
. Several people now, excited by avarice, ſolicited Henry III, SE | 
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Tu det conſiſted of three ſhips, containing two hundred 
8 perſons, excluſive of the ſeamen: among that number were many 
* young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of whom weie relations of 2 

| | John de Betancour. On the firſt of May, 1400, they ſet-fail; and © 

RT — proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of conſequence hap- we 
n | pening to them, until they arrived at the iflands: The firſt they 
EE — ſaw was Lancerota, which name was then given to it by. John de 
5 Betancour, probably in honour of ſome perſom of his.acquaintances — | 
5 Wjuben he landed his men, the natives gathered together in ZIA ˙ <4; 
5 8 defend themſelves, imagining that theſe ſtrangers were come to * 
plunder and carry them off, as others Had done: before: but ob- 
 ferving the French to be well armed, and keeping: together, they 
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ll were afraid to attack them; but retired into the country, and left 
if | them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place; for the natives 
| had nothing to oppoſe: them with but — — OY 
| | + their oy wore. LO Pope HY, 
pb „ — hw finding: that the French mi ſme days: in . > | 
5 place, without following or attempting to moleſt them, they be- 
gan to take courage, ſo that ſome of them ventured into the camps — 
i who were well treated by John de Betancour and Gadifer dela 
Sala, who allowed them to take whatever they choſe, and to 
come in and go out of the camp whenever they pleaſed. This 
good treatment removed all their fears; inſomuch that: when the 
French began to build a fort for their defence and accommodation, : 
1 | . the natives chearfully aſſiſted them in bringing ſtones, lime, &c. 
= | neceſſary for the work. This fort was built at the pon of n. 
Tux ready obedience and quiet behaviour of e nabe gave 
great ſatisfaction to John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala. 
They now determined” to paſs over to the next iſland, which is 0 
"_— from Lancerota only by a channel of two 8 in 
breadth; 
/ : S S 


8 


10 French perceiving, and conſidering what a hand ful of people th 
had to attack ſuch a multitude with, thought proper to. reimbark, 
and ſet ſail: taking, therefore, : a view of ſame of the reſt of the iſlands, : 
they afterwards returned to Lancerota, where they. conſulted what 
was next to be done; and conſidering h how fem people they had 


; THE, CANARY : 18 L. ans. 
breadth; and, leaving an officer and ſome men in the port of Ru- 


bicon, they landed at Val tarrahala, in the iſland of Fuertaventura, 
"then called by the- French Fortuite. The inhabitants, ſeeing ſuch 
a number of ſtrange people coming into their iſland, gathered in 


great numbers to oppoſe them, being men of a more warlike ſpirit 


than thoſe of Lancerota, ſtronger and of a larger ſize; which | the 


» 
* 


for ſuch an undertaking as the conqueſt of the iſlands, it was de- 


10 bring over ſupplies of. men, &c. Accordingly he went ; ; but, | 
unfortunately. for the expedition, he died a few days after his ar- 
rival in France. When this was known to John de Betancour, he 
found himſelf deprived of his. expected ſuccours, and without 
= money or friends in France; 3 which determined him to embark 
for Spain, where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de = 
Bracamonte, and other relations chere, for aſſiſtance to proſecute 5 
his deſign: but- his: chief patron and interoeſſor with the King, of 
Caſtille was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of Arra- 


— ——— RE 6s 


| termined: that Gadifer de Ia Sala ſhould return to France, i in order 


: gon, by. whoſe means he procured from. the, king, Don Henry III. 


a grant of the Fortunate Iſlands, with the title of King. T his 
done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet, well provided with 
men and neceſſaries, for the conqueſt of theſe iſlands, the King 
ſupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. 
This grant of the 8 Ilands to John. de Betancour Was dated 
in the year — 25 „ „ 
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1 <> «in ſocial, - and chearful diſpoſition, very fond of finging 
and dancing. Their muſic was vocal, accompanied with a noiſe 
they made by clapping their hands and beating with their feet. 
They were very nimble, and took great delight in leaping and 
jumping, which were their principal diverſions: two men took a 
ſtaff or pole, which they held by the ends, and lifted as high above 

_ their heads as they could reach, keeping it. parallel with the ground; g 
and he who could leap over it, was accounted to be very dexterous. 
Some of them were ſo. expert at this exerciſe, that they could at 


three jumps leap over three poles Placed i in that manner behind 
| each other. PI 
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& the Manners and l Cuſtom: of the ancient Inhabitants of Lene 


and Fuerteventura. 


\HESE two iſlands, a8 well as the a were divided i inte 
portions, each of which was governed by its own Lord or 


Captain, and ſeparated from the reſt by a wall of looſe ſtones, croſſ. 
ing the iſland from ſea'to ſea. The inhabitants of: theſe 2 held 
their — in „ great oſteem. 
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Tur ancient Mhabhante of ** att Tiertereatarn uber of - 


Tur natives of theſe two iflands were of a larger ſize, and better 
-made than thoſe of the others, and ſo they are to this day. There 
is a-ſepulchre at the foot. of a mountain in Lancerota, called the 
Mountain of Thorns, nineteen Engliſh feet and ten inches in 
length, where a perſon named Mahan was buried. Duels and 

. combats were frequent among them; to theſe they went armed 


with ſticks of a yard and a half long, which they called Tezzezes. 
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this law or cuſtom, that if a. 
| enctny's houſe, and killed him - 
7; butif he came upon him 


unawares, 2 4 3 over = wall, and killed him, then the ES 
| Captain or Chief, before whom the cauſe was examined, ordered — 1 4 


0 . him to be put to death. The manner of executing criminals was vs 
5 mis: they carrie. the delinquent. to the ſea-ſhore,. and there 1 
laced his head upon a flat ſtone, and then with another of a round Wn 
form they daſhed out his. brains; his children were afterwards „ 
held as inen. They were e ſwimmers; and uſed 
to killed the fiſh on their ſea-coaſts- with ſticks. Their houſes e 
were built of ſtone, without cement, lime, or mortar ;. notwith- + 8 
ſtanding which they were ſtrong.: the entry was made ſo narrow 
that but one perſon could go in at a time. hey had alſo houſes : TY 
ot! called Efeguen ; theſe were . 
round, compoſed of two walls, one within. the other, with a ſpace 
| between ; and were, as well as their houſes, built of : 
hls ſtones, ſtrong, and having a. narrow entry. In theſe temples „ 
they offered to their god. (for they worſhipped only one) milk and TT 4 
nn butter. They ſacrificed to him on the mountains, pouring out 1 
3 1 from earthen veſſels, offerings of goats-milk, and adoring him at the 
| ame time by lifting their hands toward the heavens. & 5 4 


* r ; 


VVV Tux habit of the natives of Lancerota-1 was made of goats ſkins, LE 
fewed together and faſhioned like a cloak, with a hood to it. It 
py ® reached down to the knees. The ſeams of this habit were cloſed 
in a very neat manner with thin thongs of leather, which were as = 4 
fine as common thread. They cut and prepared thoſe thongs 'Y 
with ſharp flints or ſtones, inſtead of knives or ſciſſars, which 

they called Tafiague. 55 i 


7 1 1 


| 5 THEIR ſhoes were of goats ſkins, the hairy fide outward. 
| : Tuxy 
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HE HISTORY 


Hom * were moſt famous for their virtue and. valour had the 
appellation of Mahay and Altihay, which were names of great ho- 
nour. It is ſaid that when John de Betancour and Gadifer de la 
Sala came in queſt of theſe iſlands, the then king of Lancerota, 


who. was named Guadarfia, was deſcended from an European, who. 


had been driven by a tempeſt on this iſland, and whoſe hiſtory i is 
related after this manner : | | 


Warn Don = I, ſon of Henry II, reigned in Caſtille, he was 


| engaged i in a war-againſt the King of Portugal and the Duke of 
Lancaſter, about the ſucceſſion to the crown of Caſtille 3 the duke 


| pretending | that it was his right, on account of his marriage with | 
Donna Conſtanza, eldeſt e of Lug! Peter. 


ie thy N of that war, ami about the. year 1 377. King John | 


ſent ſome ſhips, commanded by one Martin Ruiz de Avendano, 


to ſcour the coaſts of Gallicia, Biſcay, and England. This fleet 
met with a ſevere tempeſt, which laſted many days, inſomuch that 


the admiral's ſhip was obliged to bear away and drive before the 
wind, until ſhe arrived i in a n at the iſland of Lancerota. | 


| Henz the Spaniards landed, * were kigdly reveived by the. 
7 natives, who treated them with the beſt that the iſland afforded. 
Don Martin Ruiz de Avendano was lodged i in the houſe of Qon- 


zamas, the King, while he remained i in the iſland. In that time 


he became ſo intimate with Fayna, the King 8 wife, that ſhe had a 
daughter by him named Yco. Her complexion was very fair, 
in compariſon of the natives : when of age, ſhe was married to 

one of the royal family, who became King of the iſland after 
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried priſoners to Spain, 

in the fleet commanded by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 138 5 
or 1 386. 2 this manYco had a ſon L Ouadarfia. After Gua- 
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tancour arrived there; Who, as before rel ated, 55 


of Caſtille and went to Cadiz, where he procured ſome veſſels. 
which he fit 
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6 5 ed out with every "ny, neceſſa | 
| | 5 i pedition to the Canary Iſlands: the fame of 
1 5 to Cadiz many adventurers from \ different parts, | 


pPceoeured his complement 
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=. -- > aan . e fail. from Seville with 
. a favourable wind and agreeable paſſage, „„ 
here all Bp: 40090 diſen n 


3 anchored the, 


complaint to | 5 oy oe Dow ncour. 3 ths. c is which he 5 1 
JC En | © the fort, and excuſed the violence they had committed, 

„„ 28 having been compelled thereto by the tyrannical and .cruek | 

1 ä received from William de Betancour an 1 „„ 

. . When John de Betancour ad heard both parties, and enquired 

. into the cauſe of the difference between them, he found that the 

French had been the aggreſſors, and therefore pardoned King 

„ Guadarfia, and promiſe d to leave him and the natives in the full 

> enjoyment of their lands, houſes, cattle, and liberty. Upon this 5 


declaration the natives laid down their arms, and chearfully ſub⸗ 
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| SEVERAL prieſts came over in this fleet from Seville, in order 
to convert the iſlanders from paganiſm to the faith of the church 
of Rome: they were greatly reſpected by the natives, many of * 


whom they converted, and baptized 1 in the church which was 


TI then built at Rubicon, named the Invocation of St. Marcial: 
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© he afterwards went with that apoſtle to Rome, where our Lot 
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1822 6 


1205 
7 Pat 5 


Hls St. Marcial, according to the L Leaving his pa- 
« rents, cleaved to Jeſus Chriſt, and followed him wherever he 
« went: he was one of thoſe who ferved him when he eat the Paſſ- 
« over with his diſciples ; and, when our Lord waſhed their feet, 
<« he was the perſon who poured the water into the baſon. He 
« received the Holy Ghoſt at the fame time with the diſciples; and 


« accompanied St. Peter to Antioch, where he converted many; 


* 


« Jeſus Chriſt appeared to St. Peter, and commanded him. to ſend 
« St. Marcial to France, to preach the holy Goſpel there: Ac 
Cy _cording] he departed, though full of ſorrow to leave his dear 
„ maſter the apoſtle. His companion, who went with him on his 
« miſſion, died by the way, which obliged him to return to Rome, 


« when St. Peter again ordered him to go on his miſſion, and 
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* Theſe lands muſt haye been ſuch as were not then cultivated by the natives, as 
John de Betancour had promiſed not to deprive them of their lands. It would ſeem 
that the natives chiefly ſubſiſted on their flocks... 1 2 
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= 5 4 gere bim bi " af, an he directed bim to awd ie body 
r 4 of his-companion, and at the ſame time to invoke the name of 
=. 4 feln Chriſt: all this St. Marcial performed, and as ſoon as the 
A = ſtaff was laid on the dead body of his companion, he came to 
—_— n life, and proceeded on the journey with him to France; where 
1 e Marcial converted many by his miracles and preaching.” _ 7 ; 
1 The French holding this ſaint in great reverence, John de Beta N 
cCuour therefore dedicated the church which he built at Rubicen, in —  —_ 
Lancerota, to him; and called it after his name. The Biſhops of * | 
the Canary Iſlands were ſtiled Biſhops of Rubicon, until the _- 
iſland of Gran Canaria was conquered. The firſt Biſhop was one 
| Albert, a Franciſcan Friar, : who came over to Rubicon'in 1408: 
afterwards, in 1488, the epiſcopal ſee was removed to the city of 
Palmas, in Canaria, where it now remains. : The firſt Wer of 
i that place was One e Don Os ES 
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0 ontains an Account Ca the Expedition 70 Fuertaventuro. 


IVE RY thing being now ſettled on a proper footing 4 in Lan- 
cerota, John de Betancour thought it high time to ſet about 
the conqueſt of Fortuite, as the French then called the iſland of 
N Fuertaventura 9. He imagined It would not be eaſy to ſubdue it, : 


— 


«+ 


* My author dons not Inform us by what names the natives of Lancerota and 
2 Pauertaventura called their iſlands ; but he ſays that the inhabitants were by the Spa- 
niards called Mahoreros, from their wearing Mahos, a kind of ſhoes before-men- 
tioned ; and he adds, that ſome will have the proper name of the iſlands (for he er- 
roneouſly ſuppoſes theſe two to have been formerly but one) to be Maho. 5 | 

The French called Fuertaventura, Fortuite, as above; but we are not informed 

of the reaſon why. they gave it that name. In ſome old records, perſerved on the 
land, it is called Herbaria, from its abounding with various herbs ; and alſo Buena- 
yentura, from a convent built in it- by Diego de Herrera, and dedicated to St. _ — 5 
Buenaventura. At preſent the iſland is called F uertaventura, but how it came by 
that name we know not. 2 
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beſides many of - the natives of Lancerota, whom: he armed after 
the European manner: his new recruits ſerved him with chear- 
fulneſs and fidelity. for the iſſanders ſound in him a father rather 
than a conqueror. 80 embarking his troops on board five ſhips, 
he ſet fail, and arrived at Fuertaventura i in the monthof June, 1405. 
and landed his people i in a bay called Valtarrahal, by reaſon of the 
great number of Tarrahal *, buſhes, which grew there. At that 
time the two Kings of the iſland, Ajoſe and Guiſe, were at vari- 
ance with each other, on account of the paſtarage. He who | 
commanded in that part of the iſland where John de Betancour 5 
landed, immedi n his arrival gathered all the forces of his 


i te ly on 
diſtrict together, and advanced boldly to him give battle ; but. 
the Europeans found means to come to a parley with them, 
and by the advice of the two women, Tibiatin and Tamo- 
nante before · mentioned, they were prevailed on | ay down 
their arms, and Ajoſe coming up to John. de Betancour, this latter 
embraced him, and treated him with every mark of friendſhip. 
By this behaviour he won his confidence, and at length prevailed 
on him to embrace the Romiſh religion ; he was then baptized | 
by the name of Luis. Guiſe, the King of. the other part of the 
iſland, ſeeing the good treatment which John de Betancour gave: 
to thoſe who ſubmitted to him, with his frank and courteous be- 
: haviour to all the natives, and that he defired only. to make con- 
verts to. the Romiſh faith, ſubmitted to him alſo, having been 
adviſed to do ſo by Tibiatin and Tamonante. Being moreover 
aſſt ured by John de Betancour, that if he would embrace the | 
Romiſn faith he ſhould remain in the full enjoyment of his liberty, 
and in the peaceable poſſeſſion of his lands and effects, he re- 
ceived baptiſm by the name of Alonzo. The Fapumples of the 


See = Peſton of the Canary Iflands, 
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Ir is a tradition among t the inhabitants of Fuertaventura, hat 
che natives believed Tibiatin and Tamonante to have been ſent e 
from heaven to inſtruct them, to fortel future events, and to | 
=. — them to live 1 in peace and unanimity 1 with each other. They „„ 
VV ſay that theſe women propheſie ied to them of the coming of ſtrange . 
People from the ſea, who were to inſtruct them how to live: and „ 

alſo that immediately after the arrival of the Europeans a beau= — 

tiful woman often appeared to the natives in the time of their 
—_ —_ diſtreſs and neceſlities, miniſtred comfort to them, , perſuaded tham 
—_—. to be RO and embrace the Romiſh faith, „%% 
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=_ IX was by the aſſiſtance of thoſe women that the Europeans | 
E 555 made ſo eaſy a conqueſt of that large and populous iſland; 3 


which when John de Betancour had thus taken poſſeſſion he built Eo 
. „ 1 forts, for the ſecurity of his Europeans, the one at Valtar- 
nahala, where he firſt landed, and which he called the caſtle of 
I. „ Valtarrahala, and another which he named Richiorche ; both of 
_ - Which he garriſoned with his own people. VVV | 
| | LEES. _ intreaty of the Caſtillians, and ſome of his ſeamen who 
; | =” 1 1 had been in Barbary, John de Betancour was prevailed on to make 
K* A =. A that coaſt is but eighteen leagues diſtant 
. tom the ſouth eaſt-part of Fuertaventura. And being pro- | 
| dAioulded with ſufficient ſhipping, &c. fit for ſuch an expedition, 
| 5 accordingly croſſed over to that ſhore, and landed at a place 
called Medanos “, where he took priſoners ſeveral Moors of both 
5 * On what part of the coaſt. of Barbary this place lies, I am not certain; but 
IR V T i imagine it to be ſomewhere to leeward of la Punta Blanca, and not far diſtant g 
TTT | wg 2 
| | : | — 
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"Wes at 2 time in a | carte ad defeieeleſs' manner, not 
tminking it poffible for any one to come from the ſea to diſturb - 
ok moleſt them. Betancour-and his men brought their booty fafe — 
FT to Lancerota, and from thence ſent their — Son;  _ 88 

2 _ where they were fold for ſlaves. This was the firſt expedition „„ 1 
made to the coaſt of Barbary from the Canary Iſlands. „ VVT. 


» . ; „ 
* * ry | | 
. 


. F * 5 N 2 
. o * » 
; N 7 4 : v : * E 
/ x > ; 
* ; 5 p . — . 4 . 
, 2 . | . > 
: 9 p * . . - . 
F < ; a 
— 3 n 
PIP — „ - S - - 
. —— * rs 3 * 
L : A : " * * * * 
8 : 9 
* 4 . a — . 5 
— 5 ; . 
; * b . 
— 


3 ws 


—— ——— 


Jobn 4. Betancour' s 17 oyage to Gran Ginn. oh what happened there. „ a 8 
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FTER the enterprize on the coaſt of Barbary, John de Betan-—- 
4 cour, being deſirous of bringing the iſland of Canaria into 5 
| ubjection to him, failed: thither with two ſhips, and anchored e 1 
at a place called Anganagen, where he landed all the fo ces Which „ 
he brought with him, and marched them up the country A 
order, and with great precaution, leſt they ſhould be ſurpriſed. 
This was a neceſſary meaſure, as appeared afterwards; —_— 
natives, ſeeing ſuch a number of armed men on their iſland, im- 
mediately gave the alarm to each other, and aſſembled in great gs 
numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and —_ 7 
upon the Europeans with great fury and reſolution, annoying 
5 them with ſtones and darts, which they threu by hand with 4 
. 5 amazing dexterity, and with ſuch velocity as to exceed the mo- 5 1 
0 tion of thoſe thrown from ſlings or bows. Beſides theſe weapons, 
| | they had ſticks or poles, whoſe ends were hardened by fire, and 
ſharpened, which they uſed as ſpears. John de Betancour and 
his men defended themſelves with the greateſt courage; but the 
| attack they had to ſuſtain was ſo rude, and the natives, with their 
Captain Artemis, prefied ſo furiouſly on them, that though the _ 
5 D Europeans REES — 
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Europeans killed a great number of them, they were at lengtb 


obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the ſea-ſhare : 
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five 


thouſand, purſued our adventurers ſo cloſely, that John de Betan- 
cour, finding it in vain to attempt the conqueſt of the place with 


ſuch an handful of men againſt ſuch a multitude of well- armed 


and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under favour | 


of the night, in the beſt manner he could, leaving the field * 
battle to his enemies, who nevertheleſs bought their victory at a 


dear rate, having their King Artemis, with _ others, killed 
in the engagement. 


FRoM Anganagen the fleet failed far the iſland of Nins but 


not being able to effect a landing, it was determined to return to 

Canaria, to try their fortune once more againſt the courageous 
natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had loſt = 
there : but on their arrival they found thoſe people aſſembled in 
vaſt numbers to oppoſe them, which made them fail back to 
Fuertaventura. It was on this expedition that John de Betancour 


gave the epithet of Grand (or Great) t to the iſland of Canaria, | 
which tr retains to this day. : | 


5 


c n A * VI. e : 
Jun 4 B erancour' s Expedition 70 the Wand of Camera. | 


0 H N de Betancour remained ſome time in 8 to, | 
refreſh his men, and cure them of their wounds. After his 


unſucceſsful attempt on Canaria, he could not pretend to try his. 
fortune again there, for want of more ſoldiers ; but, not endur- 


ing to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on ſome: 


other iſland, T 0 this end he took with him all the men that 


1 ER could: 


TH E © ANARY ISLANDS. 19 
1 could be ſpared from his garriſons of Lancerota and Fuertaven- 
tura, and failed to the ifland of Gomera, where he landed at the 


principal port without oppoſition, which ſurpriſed him greatly, 


and made him apprehenſive of an ambuſcade; ; he therefore 


marc hed ſlowly up the country, with the greateſt precaution, 


Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in 

a diforderly manner, without any ſign of hoſtility; - but on the 
contrary with an appearance of mirth and joy ; however, they 
came armed with darts, lances, ſwords, ſhields, and croſs-bows, 
which greatly perplexed him, and made him ſtill more apprehen- a 
five of danger, till they drew very near to him, when ſome of 
them accoſted the Europeans i in * © Spaniſh tongue, which amazed i 
and agreeably ſurpriſed them. Both parties now began to con- * 
verſe together freely and in 4 very friendly manner; and the Eu- 
1 ropeans were moſt courteouſly entertained by them. This beha- 
haviour of the Gomerans, the fertility of their iſland, the good- 


neſs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John de 


Betancour to ſpend ſome time in it, in order to refreſh and 
ſtrengthen his people. During his ſtay in Gomera the Europeans 
and natives lived together in the utmoſt harmony, inſomuch that 
theſe gave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to take up their 
reſidence among them. This invitation was readily accepted by 
John de Betancour, who thereupon made a diviſion of lands among 
his followers, and determined, fince he had now bid adieu to his 
native country, to fix his reſidence for the remainder of his life 


1 in the pleaſant iſland of Gomera. 


Wr muſt now enquire into the cauſe of this kind reception 


which the Europeans met with from the natives, and by what 


means ſome of the latter ſo well underſtood and : the Spaniſh 
| language. . 
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"% THE HISTORY or 1 
Ix appears then, that about thirty years before: the arrival of 


John. de-Betancour, ſome Spaniſh veſſels came to Gomera, com- 


manded by one Don Ferdinando, who: landed: at x place where 


the King's brother lived: the natives attacked the Spaniards, but 


were defeated, and the King's brother loſt his life i in the encounter. 


After this, Don Ferdinando marched. in-land; but as ſoon as: 


Amalvige, the King of the place, heard of, the invaſion of the 
illand by ſtrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered 
the natives together, and gave battle to the Spaniards, who were 
dofeated, and purſued into a place whieh had only one narrow entry, 
ſio that they could not retire but by throwing themſelves over the 
1 80 ſteep cliffs that ſurrounded them, the iſlanders having blocked up 
- the paſſage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded. : 
itt ſo cloſely, . that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there 
two days without meat or drink. At laſt Don Ferdinando found. 
means to come to a parley with Amalyige, i in which he ſo effectu- 
ally wrought upon that Prince's compaſſionate, diſpoſition, that he 
ordered the paſſage to be cleared, and conducted the ſtrangers to 
his reſidence, where he entertained them with great hoſpitality,. 
giving them proviſions and whatever elſe he could afford; in ſhort, 
he treated them as. if no diſpute had ever ſubſiſted. When Don 
Ferdinando returned to his ſhips, which he had left in the har- 
bour, he made ſeveral preſents to Amalvige, conſiſting of ſwords, 
ſhields, and other warlike accoutrements, which were held in great, 
eſteem by the natives: he then took leave of his benefactor, and 
failed away. It is ſaid, that before he departed, Amalvige was 
converted, and baptized with many of his people; that he was. 


named Ferdinando Amalvige; and that when the Spaniards were 


going away, the King begged of their commander that he would 


leave ſome perſon to inſtruct them in their new doctrine, upon which 
he left a prieſt, and promiſed to return ſoon himſelf. The prieſt 


did not long ſurvive the departure of Don F erdinando; however,. 


\ 


* 8 by 


: THE CANARY ISLANDS. - 
- by. his good behaviour, in that ſhort ſ pace of time. he n won 


che affections of the natives, and baptized many of them. They 


ſay it was owing to him that John de Betancour was ſo well re- 
ceived i in Gomera, having filled their minds with the moſt favour- 
able impreſſions of the Spaniards... Who this Don Ferdinando was . 


cannot certainly be determined: there are two opinions concern- 


ing him; the one is, that he was one Don Ferdinando Ormel, a 
native of Corunna, in Galicia, who, with ſeveral of his country- _ 
men, left the ſervice of the King of Caſtille to enter-into that of 
the King of Portugal. About the year.1 382, he went with a fleet 
to ſcour the coaſts of Spain, ſubject to Don Juan I, then King of 
85 Caſtille, and was driven by a tempeſt, with ſome of his ſhips, to 
1 the iſland of Gomera: this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan 85 
Ferdinando Ormel who was killed by King John. I, of Portugal, 
1 the houſe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The other opinion 


is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caſtro, who was in the 
ſervice of King Ferdinando of Caſtille, and much beloved. by him. 


After that King's death he went to reſide i in England, and could 
never more be prevailed on to return to his native country; but 
ve are not told how he left ae. or r what accident. brought 


him to Gomera. 


„„ : 
7 reats of rhe Manners end 0 hw of the ancient Gomerans. 


THY this land was callad Gomera. is not . though | 


lively diſpoſition, of a middle ſtature of body, very active and 
dextrous in attacking and defending, and excellent lingers of 
| tones and darts, to which exerciſe they were e trained from their 


infancy, 
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it undoubtedly bore that name before the arrival of John 
de eee which it. ſtill retains. The natives were of a 
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3 infaney, 1 bein g the common amuſement with the young: zeople 
As | to caſt {mall ſtones arid darts at one another, to avoid which they 
ſeldom moved their feet, but only waved their bodies to and fro; 
and ſo expert were they at this ſport, that they uſed to catch in 
their hands the ſtones and the arrows as they flew in the air. As 
they grew up to manhood, they threw them out of flings ; 
in their combats they uſed the ſame weapons as the natives of the 
other iſlands, ſticks or poles of hard wood, with the ends ſhar- 
pened. They have had ſeveral men renowned for valour amongſt 25 
them, whoſe fame ill exiſts in their ſongs : : the moſt cele= 
brated of whom were Aguacoromas, Aguanabuque, Amanhui, CD 
and Gralegueya, who fell in their wars; of theſe the latter held 
the firſt place. An incredible ſtory is related of him, which is, 
that he and ſome of the natives having ſwam from the iſland to a 
rock at ſome diſtance from the ſhore to gather ſhell-fiſh, and the 
tide beginning to come in, they wanted to return to land, but were 
prevented by a large ſhoal of porpoiſes or ſharks, which played : 
about the rock, and deterred them from venturing into the water, 
2 excepting Gralegueya, who (being a man of a great ſize and un- 
oo common ſtrength of body) not in the leaſt daunted, plunged into 
the ſea, ſeized one of thoſe large fiſh, graſped it cloſe in his arms, 
and dived with it to the bottom of the water; while the por- b 
peoiſe ſtruggling hard to get clear of his hold, laſhed the ſea with OL ; 
his tail in ſuch a violent manner that the reſt of the porpoiſes 5 
were frightened away, ſo that his companions came aſhore with- 


out fear: when Gralegueya ſaw them ſafe, he let the fiſh 80, and 
came aſhore himſelf unhurt. 


—— An tv 


Tux clothing. of the Gomerans was a ſort of cloak, made of 
goat ſkins, which reached down to the calf of the leg; but the 
women wore a petticoat, which they called Tahuyan, and a 
head-dreſs that hung down to their ſhoulders, which, as well as 


the 
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petticoat, was made of goat-ſkins, dyed and curiouſly painted, 
The red dys' they extracted from the root of a tree which they 
Taginaſte; and the blue dye from an herb which they called 
Pad; en the head; dreſs and the petticoat was left bare. 
When the men had any quarrel which was to be decided by com- 
bat, they laid aſide their cloaks, tied a kind of bandage about their 
waiſts, and bound their foreheads with a ſort of painted turban. 
"mn toes worn by the Gomerans Were made of beg Kins. 


Wins John 1 Betancour came to Gomera, he found. it divided: : 
into four parts, upon the death of King Amalvige; each diviſion 
Was governed by a Chief or Captain, whoſe names were F ernando 
de Averbequeye, Fernando Alguavoſeque, Pedro Haltragal, and. 
Maſeque Cunche; which is a further corroboration of the ſtoryß 
of the ſhips that came to Gomera under the command of Don Fer- 
dinando before mentioned. Thoſe chiefs bad frequent quarrels | 
. among themſelves concerning the limits of their reſſ pective diſtricts, 
which were * named Mulaqua, Agano, Palan, and Orone. = 


% 


TN VIII. 


Treats of eln 1 n s Ve "ojage E the and if Hires, 4 5 


what befel bim there ; 3 and of 7 the Manners and Gyn mY the In- 
 habitants. | | 


OHN de Pinata: after ſettling affairs in Gomera, . to 
the iſland of Hierro or Ferro, and anchored in the harbour 
belonging to that iſland. When the natives perceived the ſhips 

approaching with their white fails, they remembered the prophecy 
of a man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and 
who was reckoned a ſoothſayer or diviner; this man, when on 
his n de. called the natives together, and told them that after 
a his 
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his death, ben his fiſh ſhould be-conflimed und his b one mo 
dered to duſt, their god Eraoranzan would ceme :to them in white 
houſes on the water; and adviſed them not to. reſiſt or fly from 
him, but to adore him, becauſe he was to come te do them Sood. W 
The natives, who placed great faith in his preditions, . buried him 
in a place apart from the reſt of their dead, that. his bones might 
8 afterwards be diſtinguiſhed from theirs. Now ſeeing the ſhips 
approach with their white fails ſwelling on the ſurface of the waves, 
Ee: f they firmly believed the prophecy was fulfilled, and. went to the Wt 
cave where Y ore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled „% ͤ 
to duſt; upon which they ran 1 to the ſhore to receive „„ on : 


their Eraoranzan. n ol EIT ISPEen 57G - 
F - 4 


: W. HEN Jabs de Betancour anchored 3 in hs port, bet cooks great 
care in landing his men, for fear of. being overpowered by the 
. iſlanders, who were crouding to the water-ſide; but finding that © 
N N they were unarmed, and ſhewed no ſigns of hoſtility, he approached | . . 
b them, and was received with every demonſtration. of j joy and f 
friendſhip: the natives conducted the Europeans to their houſes, 
and treated them with the beſt of every thing they had. John 
ZW Betancour having thus got footing f in Hierro, gave thanks to 
=_ 7 God for his ſucceſs, and that no blood had been ſpilt on the o- 5 
EW |  cafion. He ſtaid there ſome days to refreſh his people, and then : „ 
V returned to Fuertaventura, after leaving i in Hierro a mixed ,garri- 
ſon, compoſed of Biſcayners, French, and Flemings, under the 
FR command of one Lazaro, a Biſcayner, | to whom he gave a ſtrict 
BE - Charge to behave to the natives with indulgence, and to uſe all 


_ poſſible means to inſtruct them f in the faith and doctrine of the 
Church of Rome. Ts Foes 
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Tun name of this end; before the arrival of 1 * ne 
was Eſero, which fignifies, i in the language of its ancient inha- 
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tugueſe and ſome 8 ers, 0 
Ferro: and ſome _w have it, 
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that the natives called it Fer; F 
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at miadle ature, and of a me- 


Joining hands 0 and net 4nd then jamping 
y that they ſrethied to be 5 8 this manner 
alar inclofutes, 
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01 ithout ceme nt, each in- 1 
f ity; on the infide key placed 
„ ee again ds th. in ſuch a manner that one end i 


on the top of the wall and 10 other on the ground, at a conſi- 


Aexable diſtance from che t fo it ; theſe they covered with 
** 8 branches of trees, fe! rn, of theſe inclöfures contain ied 


ot out twenty families. A a of fern, upon whit ch they 1 0 1 0 > 


„„ goat _ was their bed; and for bed-cloaths of coverings t 


2 + ns d ge eins dreſſed, to keep them warm, the iffand d being mY 


di chend an- | confequettly expo! do t e wind ald cold. I 
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Wyn any their women tought forth children; before fb 


they offered: them the breaſt riey gave them fern- roots roaſted, 


es 


4 


* 


4 


- 


i 


* 
* 

* 

* 

* 

F 
K 
5 
& 
© 


* 
F 
4 


bruiſed, and mix red with butter, w. ich they called Aguamanes; 
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but now. they give them -inſtead 6f it flour and bartey-meal, 
| — | roaſted 
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roaſted and, mixed with bruiſed. cheeſe, which they. c 


4.0: r all. by tl 
fame name. Their food. was the fle. of goats, ſheep, hogs; 


they had alſo ſome roots of that kind which the Spaniard ds call 
Batatas. As for wheat, barley,. or other grain, th none. 


Their bread Was made of fern roots, and called Aran; this, 1 6 with 


milk and butter, made the chief part T their diet ; the former 
they called Achemen, and the latter Aculin. Their common 
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drink was water, which they, called Ahemon. eee 
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Turin cloaths v were made of the ſkins. of beaſts; the dreſs 
the men was a cloak made of three ſheep ſkins ſewed 


together: in winter they wore the woolly ſide next their bodies, 
and in ſummer they turned it outwards... The women, be- 


| fides the cloak, wore Aa > Petjicont, which reached down to the 


cut as fine as threads; ; for or needle hey uſed fmalt 15 — 1 8 
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ds, and their long hair vas made 
up i into a 13 of ſmall plaits. Their ſhoes were made of the 


raw ſkins of goats or ſheep, but ſome were made of thoſe. of 


| bogs. | 
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As to tl their form of government, they lived all under one King, 


conſequently never. had occaſion to 80 to war, nor had they any 


warlike weapon : they uſed indeed to carry long poles; but theſe: 
were only to aſſiſt them in travelling the country, which is 


very rocky, ſo as frequently to oblige them to leap from one ſtone 
to another, which they did by the help of theſe poles. Each 


4 


bad but one wife; they had no rules in their marriages (except 
that a man ſhould not marry his mother or ſiſter), for every man 
married the woman he liked beſt, and whoſe conſent he could. 
obtain,. without any regard to rank or nobility: indeed they were. 
all, except the king, upon. an equality i in that reſpect; the only 
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iſtinction among them was in their ſubſtance, which conſiſted in 
flocks. It was cuſtomary for the man, when he choſe a wife, to 
make a preſent of cattle to her father according to his ability, as an 
acknowlegement for his good- will in letting him have his daughter. 
The King received no ſtipulated tribute from his ſubjects; but 
every one made him a preſent of ſheep, &c. according to his 
wealth or pleaſure, for they were not obliged_ to give him any 
thing. When they made a feaſt, which they called Guatatiboa, 
they killed one or two very fat lambs, according to the number of 
the gueſts, and roaſted them whole; theſe they placed on the 
po fitting in a circle round them, and never roſe till they 
had eaten the whole : 3 theſe kind of feaſts are ſtill kept up among 
their deſcendants. When any one fell ſick, they rubbed the pa- 
tient's body all over with ſheep's marrow and butter, covering 
him well up to keep him warm and promote a perſpiration: but 
if a man happened to be cut or wounded, they burned the Part | 
affected, and * anointed it Wa * —— oak 


a interrell er dead in caves ; and if the deceaſed v was 
wealthy, they buried him in his cloaths, and put a board at 
his feet, with the pole which he uſed to travel with at his 
ſide, and then cloſed the cave's mouth with ſtones, to pre- 
vent the ravens from devouring him. They inflicted no pu- 
niſhments but for the crimes of. murder and theft : the mur- 
derer was put to death in the ſame manner as he had killed the 
deceaſed. As to the puniſhment for theft, for the firſt offence x 
they put out one of the eyes, and for the ſecond the other: this 
they did that he might not ſee to ſteal any more. There was a 
particular perſon ſet apart to perform the office of executioner on 
theſe occaſions. They adored two deities, one of them male, and 
the other female : the male was named Eraoranzan, who was 
were by the men; the other Moneyba, who was worſhiped 
E 2 3 by 
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in their neceſſikies, which was When they wanted rain te bak 
the graſs, grow for the ſubliftence of thein cattle... Tha natives 


teigned, that when their gods were inclined. ta do them. good, 
they came to the iſland and: poſted themſelves on two great Ranes 
er rocks, which are in a place they called Ventayea, but is now 
named los Antillos de los Antiguos.; there they received the 
petitions of the people, and afterwards, returned: into heaven, In. 
the winter ſtaſon, when, by a long continuance of dry weather; 
they; were reduced to great neceſſity, and found their prayers wers 
not anſwered, they aſſembled together in ae Werte their 5 


catktle, and there held a faſt for three days and as nights, 


weeping apd kmenting, their-flocks alſo making a noiſh for want 
f food:; if all this did: not: produce rain. they ſtne 2 mh] who 


to: a3 cave called. Ateeheitt. T 


was eſteemed by them as a ſaint, to 
where he invoked the gods to fend: a wediator; upon which, as 


they ſaid, an animal like a pig appeared to him, called Ao 
(Which in their language ſigniſies Mediator); the ſaint put the 
animal under his cloak, and carried it to the natives aſſemhled at 


Ventayca: then they walked in proceſſion, with their flocks, 


round. the two. fore- mentioned rocks, lamenting and wailing as 
they went. My author fays, that immediately on this it rained; 

and accounts for it in this manner, that the ani imal which appeared 
to them was the devil, who from his great knowlege and ſkill in 
nature, cauſed rain to fall. This he did to blind the natives and 


attach them to his worſhip. After it had rained. ſufficiently, 
they. let the animal go, which. returned to the cave in the preſence 
ef all the people. When the Hierrians were firſt: eonverted to the 
Ramiſſn religion, they invoked Jeſus Chriſt, and the Virgin Mary 
by the names of Eraoranzan and Money ba. The natives of this 
pd: were fupplied wich water in a ſtrange and .extrordinary 


manner, 
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ks the women. They hat no images er Ee] of the 
deities, nor did they Gerifice to them. hut only prayed to them 


— 


g 
— 12 4 * A it © 
4 "* 4 % 'Y 1578 . 
— * Ce 4h PL IA ©, vt R N vw 
4 NY 4 ha. x 5 0 * n 8 Fs 
RO OE net 3. N wy 1 
— Wo N þ * bo t : b * * 
q - 14 
7 * 


9 


3 


deſcription of the 


* 


TS, 


n 
* 82 x 


— 


1 4 1 £ 1 * 57. * 1 , . 6 5. * ** \ * 81 * * N a — > & #7 3 « . 2 d 4 2 
f 1 


* 


* oy * » . is 
- a Fr LOL Of EYJ 4 H Xo & 
K vt 1 "Ins ** R kl," X. 53 


— * Ks 


- 
N 
5 * * | Hcg 
f {0 . 1 9 : . I 8 
P © x . 4 1 0 4 
What: 


» . 


* 
2 


_ 


ER . 4 5. , * of * 


Berben a Hierra after vale 41 Buber ns ts "Puerta Fu 
| ventura ; and of bit Atennpe on Canaria. 


o 
* 
Lo * 
4 * * 


i 


ra ee we, che good advice, that. Was given 1 . 
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daughters, and even taking them away by force, which: cauſed. 
| 1 in the iſland: to revolt: an which 


fend to.th ie «natives, _ ee freedoms with their wives — 


them: again into f bjectien but a. young x man, one Ss: the natives, RES e 
who. probably had been injured by him, leaped: upon him, and 
ſtabbed him in ſeveral places with a knife till he died; and this 
n ſug denly that his. ſoldiers had not time to aſſiſt him. When 
wis affair was known to John de. Betaneour, he ſent another go- 
WE IE vernor to the iſland, with power to enquire into the cauſe of the 
| w nevolt, and to puniſh the offenders. When he arrived. there, he - 
ED | that tho revolt had been owing entirely to the licentious e 
hehaviour. of Lazaro and his men, and that the natives were in no-: | 
wile culpable ; upon which he beheaded two. of the officers, and 
hanged three of the common men, who were the moſt ative in the 
diſturbance. Tha natives ſeeing how ſtrictly juſtice was admini- 
ſtered under the direction of John de Betancour, willingly returned 
da their ſubjection to the Europeans: and it is certain that ſuch. 
an example of impartiality and juſtice was more likely to preſerve 
3 24 & conqueſt,, than keeping the conquered, under awe by an undue 
Ween of orc oro  — ——t———————— 
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Tur four iſlands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Ghats; and Hi- 
erro, being now conquered, the natives converted, and order 


eſtabliſhed among them, John de Betancour, after taking ſome 
repoſe, began to think ſeriouſſy of retrieving his honour, which he 
imagined had been ſullied by the unſucceſsful attack on Canaria; 


and to avenge himſelf on the natives for the loſs of fo many brave 


| ſoldiers as had fallen in that expedition. 


AQ 


AcconpincLy, 3 in \ November 1406, he muſtered all his forces, 


embarked. with them, and failed for Canaria. - But fearing his 
ſhips might be deſcried by the natives of that iſland, he avoided 
approaching the coaſt till evening ; when, under favour of the 
0 night, he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not 6 
alarm the Canarians, diſembarked his men filently, placed ſome 
parties in ambuſh, and Prepared for an attack by day-break. * 
However, the Canarians having g. ſince the firſt invaſion of their 
iſland, kept a conſtant look-out for the approach of an enemy 
(and ſhips may be ſeen from the tops of. the high mountains 
of Canaria at a great diſtance), he found his ſchemes all 
fruſtrated; for, the evening before, the natives had diſcovered 
his fleet, and were prepared to give thoſe diſturbers of their 
repoſe a warm reception: accordingly, when the Europeans 
: diſembarked i in the night, they watched all their motions, unper- 
ceived by them ; ; and after having formed counter-ambuſcades, 
they gave 2 great ſhout, as a ſignal for the attack, and fell ſuddenly 
upon Betancour and his men with ſuch impetuoſity that they were 


put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had 


it not been for John de Betancour's remarkable preſence of mind 
in rallying his men for a retreat, joined with the courage and diſ- 


cipline of his troops, not one of thoſe that had landed could have 
eſcaped; and, after all, it was with the greateſt difficulty they 
regained their ſhips. This "nn obliged John de Betancour, 

; againſt 


Ng 
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_ againſt his will, to return back with his troops to his iſlands of 
Lancerota a d Fuertaventura, where he remained ſome time, in- 
conſolable for his bad ſucceſs, notwithſtanding all the people 

could do to divert his grief, ſo much was he vexed with this diſ- 

appointment. But time, which conquers every thing, got the 
better of his uneaſineſs, and at length totally diſſipated it, fo that 
he began to contrive. how to repair his bad fortune. After anxi- 
ouſly revolving' many ſchemes in his mind for that end, he deter- 
mined upon one, which was that of going again to Spain, to ſol- 
|  licit aſſiſtance from the King of Caſtille, Don Henry! III, by whoſe 

aid he had been enabled to conquer the iſlands of F uertaventura, 5 

Gomera, and Hierro; and was the more encouraged to hope for 
| ſucceſs from the many connections and relations which he had 

at the court of Caſtille. He then ſent for the chiefs of the four 

iſlands, natives as well as Europeans, ta whom he opened his. 
mind at large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain,. and his: Oy 
project of ſubduing the other three iſlands, eſpecially Canaria, 
where they had been hitherto ſo grievouſly baffled; telling them, 
at the ſame time, that he hoped ſhortly to return with large ſup- 
plies of men, money, ſhipping, and other neceſſaries: moreover 
he promiſed to go to Rome, to requeſt af the Pope to ſend over: 

a Biſhop to take care of their ſouls. He, above all things, re- 
commended to them to live in amity and. concord during his ab- 
ſence; and gave them ſome neceſſary inſtructions i in relation to· 
the preſerving peace with the natives; acquainting them at the 

ſame time that he intended to make his nephew. Maſon de Be- 

tancour, Governor of the iſlands in his abſenee, of whoſe pru- 
dence and good-will towards them all he was well aſſured; and: 


that he would protect and befriend. every one to the utmoſt of his: 
power. He then proceeded to make a partition of lands, reſery-- 


ing to himſelf the fifth part of the produce of the four illands ;: 


but declared to the Europeans who had. aſſiſted him in conquer- 


ing. 
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ing them, * he would deprive them of n⁰ part bf theit 9 


poſſeſſions till after the expiration of nine years. This exemption 


he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the hardſſrips which 


they had enduted in his ſervice. - As to Maſon de Betancbur, he 
made over to him the third part of his fifth of thi produce of the 
iſlands, and declared him fole inheritor of the whole after: his 


death. He gave him orders to build two churches, one in Lan- 
 cerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St. 
: Mary de Betancour : and the other in F uertaventura, called the 
church of St. Mary, from en che n and * ſo called, 
take their names. 5 IE Ec 


"Ap 


| 4 


Tun een af the *. lands deing ned Peg 


Joba de. Betancour gathered all the orchilla*, , goat flcins, tallowy 
and flaves which he could procure, embarked them in three thips, 
and ſet ſail, leaving another ſhip in Landerota to doad with or- 
chilla, which he ordered his nephew to ſend to Italy, He arrived 
ſafe at the port of St. Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received 
by the Count de Niebla, Don Henry de Guzman, father of the 
firſt Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ſaid a ſhort time 
to refreſh himſelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went 
to the court of Caſtille, where he was gracioufly- received by 
Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III, and the Infant Don Fer- 
dinando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They 5 


were. greatly pleaſed to hear from his own mouth an account of 


the Canary Iſlands, with his adventures there. They promiſed 
him their aſſiſtance in reducing thoſe which remained .uneon- 
quered, made him many valuable preſents, and furniſhed him 


with an equipage and . ching —. . for his aer. to 


* 


* T his is — ac grows on the rocks by the e of the FINE 


2 _ and other places in the fame climate, which will be deſcribed i in its proper 


Rome 


occalion'to make mention hi reafter. Avignon our adven= — & 


turer went to his own houſe of ee in Normandy, to viſit ” 'F 
his relations, and to ſettle ſome differences with his brother Rey- bk. | 
nald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that country: 1 — 
thence he went to Granville, where he fell ſick and died, in the . 
year 1408, aged ſeventy years, eight of which he had employed i = 3 

e conqueſt of the Fortunate Iſlands. His body was interred in — 

e great chapel of Granville ; ; and having no chi en, his ol. e 
ſeſſions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwiſe Mor- - 
e e i Fo OY | 
q Bart de Campos goes 1 to the Canary ands; and Wha | | 
VVV thereupon. 8 VVV 

F TER John de Betancout's 8 departure for Europe, Maſon 2 En as 

de Betancour governed the iſlands for ſome time with the | } 
approbation of the natives, who obeyed him in every reſpe 1 
they had before done his uncle, whoſe-return with a powerful. —— Ol 
force they daily expected. But when Maſon de Betancour heard = 1 
of his death, he changed his conduct towards the natives (for he . 4 
now . conſidered himſelf, as. ſole Lord and Commander of the 
iſlands) and began to govern them with more abſolute authority. s | 
that either he or his uncle had hitherto done. However, the natives | 
| had diſcernment enough to perceive that the great: authority which 
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r tion; ines moch ws they hüt 
„ hnard-of the death of John de Betanicoury, and Hat it was uncer- 
tain whether the fuecburs etpected From Burope Would arrive; 
=. Tf they took courage, therefore, to oppoſe him in ſame of his ar bi- 
= : trary procbedings. This alartmed Maſod de Betangour, and made: 
= him ſuſpect the natives of ſome bad deſign againſt him; ih conſe- 
a quense of which he treated them with ſtill greater hanſhneſs and; 
ſtverity, fallly {appoſing that ſuch conduc would be the moſt 
offectual means to keep them in. obedience.. In the mean time 
| he made ſeveral. deſeents upon the unconquered iflands, merely 
for the ſake. of making priſoners, whom he. ent to Spain to he 
ſold for ſlaves. In all theſe proceedings he was ſtrongly oppoſed. 
by the Biſhop, who ſent to his brother, at the court af Caſtille,, 
to complain of his bad conduct and Ill treatment of the natives, 
who performed his commiſſion ſo well, that he gave much 
diſquiet to Maſon de Betancour, and grievouſly. harrafſed hini. 
with heavy law-ſuits at that court: at length the affair came 
| to the ears of the Infant Don Ferdinando and Queen Catha- 
rine, who were much diſpleaſed to find their new. ſubjects of 
_ the Canary Iſlands had been ſo; maltreated; and therefore n- 
| powered the Count of Niebla, Don Henry de Guzman, to enquite 
into the affair, and redreſs the injured parties, with all poſſible 
FE diligence... Upon which. the Count fitted out five ſhips to go to 
the iſlands with ſupplies of every kind, and gave the command of 


em to. Pedro Barba. de * ene af the Teneh- Pur of 
ne. . 3 3 


*. The Nene ur of geile, Corduba, or ef any other great ct in Spain, 
are Gentlemen who have an hereditary privilege of; exerciſing the civil or rather 
cxeonomical. government of the province or capital to which- they belong,  and- 

are generally the repreſentatives. of. the pievince. If I miſtake Ta their an- 
ceſtors obtained this privilege by their gallant behaviour in taking thoſe cities from 


the Moors, and alſo on account of the great Expence RY, wete at in raifiong and 
maine troops for that — 


1 3 * 
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ome claim to the Can Mands, Et was hisfather who landed 
2 ary j 3 
in Lancetota, and canried with him over: tm Spain: King: G 
; and Finguaſaya: his: wife, and who, obtained: a: from 
| Fame. ing I his: Wife, an i grant 


che. King of Caſtille. Henry III. of the: conqueſb ob the iſiandb in 1 
ORD 1395 ;. i right; of which. grant: Hernand: Peraaa nom put in his 
chim. but his pretenſions: met: with, no favourable reception at 
„„ court. However, his ſon- in- law. Guillen. Peraza,.. them Alcs 
„ or of, Seville, engagod: Pedro: Barba. da Campos: to:endeavour 
ta purchaſe the iſlands; from Maſon de: ene farno 1 was. 

Ukevſe recommended: to: him by, tha 


, 
> 


With: theſe: inſtructions he: ſet: fail from. St. Lucar: ds. e 


and arriyed at Lancerota; hut was binderod. from. landing by Ma- „„ 
ſon de Betancour. who drew: up all hie forces: an. the ſhore ta op- d 
poſe him. Pedro Barba then deſiſted from landing by force, as 
be ſaw it: would occaſion much: bloodſhed d, and rather choſe to 
compromiſe matters.amicably, y ther intervention of a third per- 5 
ſon. After many meſſages had paſſed; between him and: Maſon 
de Betancour, the latter agreed to return: to Spain along with Ne- 
dro Barba, in order to clear his conduct there, with: reſpect: to the x 
government of the iſlands, Accordingly they ſet ſail, and: after a EL 
L FE ſhort paſſage arrived at St. Lucar, where Maſon de Betancour 5 5 
35 waited) on. the Count: of: Niebla (to om the Court had ireferred 1 — 8 
REDD the examination of: His affair), and vas cleared from the accuſis. 
on laidito his charge. He ws then prevailed!on by the Count: 
to ſell the iſlands; to: Him. fur · aicertain ſum, reſerving to⸗himſell 7) 
the government of them: fore life. It may: be: ſuppoſed: that his 
acquittal: from the charge laid againſt him, was in great: meaſure; 
owing ta his; acquieſcence witſi-the: propoſed: ſale: This fale-was. 
made in the year: 141 8, with-the canſent of tlie King. Dew John II b 
upon. the. figning. ofi which the: Count: of Nichla, fu ted: outi thai 
Fe oo ſhips, F 3 
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ſhips, Sc ich he thought neceſſary for n the uncon- 
quered iſlands, and ſent them under the command of Maſonde Betan- 


cour to Lancerota. When he arrived there, he made ſeveral attempts 


to ſubdue the: reſt of the iſlands, which all proved unſucceſsful, 
a were attended with vaſt expence; ſo that he began to repent 


his having taken upon him ſo painful and unprofitable a charge as 
the government of theſe iſlands; and what gave him more reaſon ſo 
to do, was his being daily on worſe terms with the natives and Eu- 
ropean inhabitants, who were ſupported in their oppoſition to- 
bim by the Biſhop. Theſe diſagreeable circumſtances determined. 
him to leave thoſe iſlands to go to the. iſland of Madeira; accord- 
ingly he went and ſettled there, and married his daughter, Donna. 
| Maria de Betancour, to Luis Gonzales Dacama,- Captain-general. 
of the iſland. This Lady having no children, his couſins, Henry. 
© and Jaſper de Betancour, — heirs to bis eſtates in ä 


« NoTwiTHSTANDING Maſon. ds: Retnecny kick already fo d. 


the Canary Iſlands to the Count of Niebla, he ſold them again to, 
the Infant Don Henry of Portugal, who gave him. 1 in exchange. 
ſome lands in the iſland of Madeira. This tranſaction was after 


. wards produdtive of ſome contention, between the Courts. of Ca- 
"+ fille and — bs 


0 W de Guzman being h now become Lord of the Canary; 


IMands, ſent at different times a number of ſhips, ſoldiers, ammu- 


nition, &c. to reduce thoſe yet unconquered. Theſe expeditions | 


coſt him great ſams.of money, for: which he received no returns; 


and the iſlanders defended themſelves: with ſo much. reſolution and, 


+ bravery, that the conqueſt was in a manner deemed impracticable. 
At that time he had but little leiſure to attend to the affairs of 


the Canary iſlands, being more honourably employed in war 
againſt the Moors in the Vanden of Granada, This indueed 


Ft F him. 


induced: kim to 1558 the 3 to | Guillen Palins: at 8 re- 


queſt he had: purchaſed them of Maſon de Betancour, and pro- 
eured a ratifieation of this ſale from the court; upon which; hs 
Guillen: Peraza went over to Lancerota, from whence he made a. * 
viſit to the other iſlands, . appointing one- Antonio Luicado de- 
. Franquis, a Genoeſe, Governor of Lancerota and Fuertaventura: 5 
he afterwards made one- Chriſtopher Tenorio, a Burgher „ 


Seville, Governor of the iſlands of Gomera and Hierro: Having 


alſo nominated ſome other officers, and regulated the government 
of the- iſlands, he returned to Seville, where he died in a ſhort- 


time after, and was ſucceeded in his poſſeſſions by his nephew, a 


young man, named Guillen Peraza, and one of the be e 
of Seville; who being ambitious of doing ſomething worthy 6 


his anceſtors, reſolved to go to the Canary Iſlands to conquer ſuch. 


of them as were not yet ſubdued; and which had hitherto: been 


attacked with ſolittle ſucceſs. For this end he fitted out three ſhips- 


at Seville, in which he embarked, with two hundred bowmen, for- 


Lancerota and Fuertaventura, where he arrived, raiſed three hundred. 


men more, then ſailed with all his forces to Gomera, and from 
thence to the iſland of Palma. Here he landed, in the diſtrict of 


one Tifuya, who. had committed the- defence of that part « of the. 
iſland againſt, the incurſions of the Europeans to his brother Che- 


nauco; who, upon the arrival of Guillen Peraza, drew his 


forces together, and was alſo joined by the Chief of another diſtrict 
called Dutinamara.. One Hernand Martel Peraza commanded the. 
European, forces under Guillen. Paraza, and thoſe raiſed in the 


iſlands were commanded by Juan de Adal, Luis de Caſarias, and 


Matthew Picar. Immediately on diſembarking they marched into- 
the country, which is exceeding high and. rocky: the forces from 
Seville being unaccuſtomed to ſuch rough ways were greatly incom- 
moded and harraſſed by the natives, who, being very agile, leaped: 


| from. rack to rock with great eaſe (having been uſed to this exerciſe. - 


* 


from. 


"+ 


a : 
* 
„ 
* 
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— ms n 


x, . allying. hþ won, a ap opt qi ; 
= cgived a blow, with, a ſtone, which, killed him on the, pes. 

| s diſheartened, histroops ſo much, that. they. Beds ang 
1 barked, after having ſuffered a conſiderable loſs: neve 
e they carried of dead, bodꝝ of thę G eral, Which N 
raa conveyed;ta Lancerota, wWhete it was interred: with great lar 
I mentaten. and the following ver 4 
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ich may b. chus gh . e IE | 
| | O peur forth,, ye damſels, your e 
e For God's ſake; ye d umſels; nts: TNT Th 
= mo ova Frm EE 
Ss / d ĩ e 
„„ The flower on his cheek brightly. ſhone, VV 9 
That flower now js. blaſted. ahd gone. B Zo 
Re Nl palm“ tdi aft ns more l“ | 
| But lowly thru all withe 1d der;, 
A HA cyptels nd thou art betone, | 
Whoſe branch. inſpires a joyleſs gloom ;; L | 
No more our joy, thou art. our grief 3. „„ 1 
A ſource of woe that ſhuns relief. N „ 
| Let dire volcanos now. deſtroy, F ; 
Thy fields, that lately fmil'd with Joy 5; 
Let no glad. projets meet: our eyes, 
f On. ev ry, fide. let. ſorrows riſe | 3 | 
Let. all the flowers that grac d thy lands, e —— 
1 2 bury'd under burning ſands. ns en I. 


3 Alas 1 Petaza BE CC. . 2 3 
Ro  . - Pefaza's loſs we alt deplore! 5 4: 3 | 
1 0] where is now thy. truſty ſhield ! V 
5 ] where the lance thy arm did wield! #5 


2 — fore lamented enter prize — 5 | 
| | | _ Eut ſhort tliy ſchemes, and clos'd'thine eyes. = 
The reader will eaſily diſcern this to be a play upon the word Palma, which | 
. fignifies a Palm.. | 28 | 
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\Gvitien PerAza had a filter called Donna Ignes Pente a lady 


2 of; great merit and beauty, who. was left.inicharge of Don Juan 


de Guzman, Duke of Medina Sidonia. 


He married her to one 


Diego de Herrera, one of the Twenty- four of Seville, who, in 


virtue of this marriage, became Lord of the Canary Iſlands, in 
the year 1444. Immediately after the nuptials, he fitted out three 


-ſhips, and embarked with his wife and a great number of Gentle- 


men and Ladies (many of whom were his relations) at St. Lucar 


de Barameda, and ſailed for the iſlands. Soon after theſe ſhips 
arrived at the iſland of Lancerota, where Diego de Herrera and 
5 Bis Lady ſtaid ſome time; | and then went to viſit the reſt of the 
: conquered iſlands, in order to inſpect into the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, and promote the converſion of the natives to the Romiſh 
religion. They were received with great reſpect Nd the inha- 


'bitants, who entertained them in the beſt ma © they were. z 
; Ons: of. 


CHAP. At. 


Tn what manner Diega & Herrera made bar mofer of the 2 5 


. C andria. 


5 D E G O de Herrera was ons bpenty- leren years of age a 


he undertook this expedition to the iſlands. After he had 


been ſettled there ſome time, and had made the neceſſary regu- 
lations in the government, he made ſeveral deſcents on the 


coaſt of Barbary and the unconquered iſlands ; in all which he 


conſtantly met with the moſt obſtinate reſiſtance in the iſland of 


Canaria, from whence he Was often beaten off with loſs. There- 
fore finding that nothing could be done there by force, he re- 
ſolved to try what he could do with the natives by pacific mea- 
ſures. To this end he went with ſome ſhips and barks to the. 


port 


THE CANARY ISLANDS if 
port of llletas, 5 in Auguſt 1461, taking with him the Biſhop af 


Rubicon, the Lieutenant-governor of the iſlands, agd many other 
Gentlemen, together with' ſome perſons who underſtood and 
| ſpoke the Canary language. When the natives perceived the 
| ſhips, they, according to cuſtom, give the alarm all over the 
iſland, and came down to the port in great numbers, when the 
Biſhop' gave them to underſtand that they came with no hoſtile | 
intention, but 6n the contrary to make peace, and trade with | 
them; which fo far ſatisfied them, that they permitted the 
Spaniards to come aſhore unarmed, where they- remained ſome 
days, giving and receiving preſents. The two Guanartemes, 
or Princes, of Telde and Galdar came and paid their reſpects | 
to Diego de Herrera, who then took poſſeſſion in form of the 
| iſland, in the preſence of the Guanartemes, the Biſhop, Lieu- 
tenant-governor, and all the Gentlemen that came with him: 
: this happened on the 16th of Auguſt 1461. After this cere- 
mony, of which it is probable the natives underſtood not the 
meaning, Diego returned with his fleet to Lancerota, highly g 
; Fe with the ſucceſs of his . a 


* of 


Next year the Biſhop, Don Diego Lanes de Ylleſcas, moved 
with an ardent zeal to gather his ſcattered ſheep of Canaria into 
the fold of the Romiſh church, went over there, accompanied by | 
the Captain and Governor of the iſland, Alonzo Cabrera Solier, 3 
with three hundred men, and anchored in the port of Gando, | 

| Where the natives aſſembled themſelves, and would by no means 
allow them o diſembark. The Biſhop, by fair words and ſoft 
ſpeeches, endeavoured to ſooth them into compliance, but in vain': 
they told him they would not, on any account, ſuffer armed 

men to land; that if the Europeans ſtood in need of any thing, 
they had only to ſpeak, and they would bring them what they 

wanted; but if they perſiſted i in their deſign to land, they were 
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ready to oppoſe them by force apd give them battle. The Eu- 


ropeans ſeeing | the ſtrength and reſolution of — natives, tought 
it poll prudent to return to Lancerota. 


Ix che year 1400 Diego de "IO and the Biſhop came: 


again to Canaria, where finding the whole iſland in arms, they 
did not attempt to land, but came to Tenerife, and anchored at 
Bufadero, where the natives of that place alſo prepared to oppoſe: 
their landing ; but when Diego and the Biſhop aſſured them they 
dame only to cultivate their friendip, and to trade with them, 
they were ſoon appeaſed, and readily permitted them to come 
aſhore. The Biſhop then began to talk to them about their con- 
verſion, whilſt Diego de Herrera in form took poſſeſſion of the 
illand, it is ſaid, by conſent of the natives, but it will mw = 
by what happened afterwards, that they underſtood not the mean 
ing of the ceremony. The Europeans on this occaſion took no 
tice of the great numbers who had aſſembled themſelves to hinder- | 
their landing, and ſaw that at that time nothing was to be done: 
by force; they therefore prudently embarked and ſailed. for Lan- 
cerota. The Biſhop carried with him from thence a young man,, 
whom he ſoon after converted to the Romiſh religion, and bap- 
tized him by the name of Anthony. This youth became a moſt. 
fervent” votary and devout worſhipper of the Virgin Mary, and. 
was the firſt who gave notice to. the Europeans of her image: 
Which was in Tenerife. This Anthony being on a cruize among 
the iſlands with Diego de Herrera, gave him the flip at Tenerife,, 
and made the beſt of his way home, being deſirous to ſee his 
5 relations and friends after ſo long a ſeparation. 


he informed them that the image they had in the iſland repre-- 


On his arrival, 


ſented the mother of him who ſuſtained heaven and earth. The: 


natives of Tenerife (called Guanches) have ever ſince that time paidi 
this image great reſpe& and veneration” 
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THE CANARY ISLANDS. 


e n A P. x11, i 
Diego 4 Se 0 arrives af the Canary Hands. 


I that time there was is difference betwoed the Courts of 
4 A Caſtille and Portugal concerning the Canary Iſlands, occa- 
| Gioned by the ſale of them which Maſon de Betancour had made 
to the Infant of Portugal, Don Henry, when he went to 
44 calide i in the ifland of Madiera. Don Henry equipped a fleet of 
carvels, which carried a thouſand men and one hundred horſe, 
and gave the command of this armament to Antonio Gonzales, a 
Gentleman of his houſhold, with orders to take poſſeſſion of the 
iſlands. When he came to Lancerota, Diego de Herrera oppoſed 
his landing, and killed ſome of his men. When Don Henry 
heard of this, he was much diſpleaſed, alleging that his deſign in 


. - the expedition was only to convert the: natives to the catholic 
: faith without bloodſhed! = 


7 i 


The Infant Don Ferdinando, 1 to the King of nl g 


Don Alonzo V. pretended alſo a right to the Canary Iſſands, by 
virtue of a gift from the Infant Don Henry of Portugal : to ſup- 
port this claim he armed ſome carvels, and ſent them well provided 


do the iflands, under the command of Diego de Sylva, ſon of the 


Count de Pontalegre, who came with his fleet to Lancerota in 
the year 1466, where he found Diego de Herrera ready with his 
forces to oppoſe his landing. Diego de Sylva ſecing it would be 
a difficult matter to land by force; and that even afterwards the 
ſucceſs might be doubtful, began to treat with Herrera, who 


* Itis plain that he made a pretext of religion to cover his real defign ; for if he 
wanted only to convert the natives without bloodſhed, what occaſion: had he to 
ſend an armament of 2 thouſand foot and an hundred horſe ? 


ba 2 ſuffered 


„ THE HISTORY GE 
4 ſuffered him to land peaceably unarmed, and entertained hin 
hoſpitably. In the mean time a veſſel arrived with advice that: 
all differences between the two courts were happily adjuſted and: 
terminated. by a peace; and that the infants- of Portugal, Don 
Henry and Don F erdinando, had given up their pretenſions to- 
the Canary Iſtands ; which news gave great ſatisfaction - to both 

parties. Diego de Herrera and Donna Ignes Peraza had then in 
5 Lancerota, beſides other children, a moſt beautiful daughter; i 
named Donna Maria de Ayala, of whom Diego de Sylva became 

i greatly enamoured, courted her, and prevailed with her parents = 

to conſent to their marriage, which was ſoon after conſummated ;. 


and he received from them, as her dowry, a third «nk of the 
” revenues of Lancerota and Fuertaventura. 


Ly 


Dox Diego de Herrera now ſeeing ſo many men in i the iſland: 
by the addition of the Portugueze, thought it a proper time to 
reduce Canaria, which had: fo often baffled all their attempts. 
With this view he communicated his intention to his ſon-in-law 
Diego de Sylva, who readily came into the propoſal. They c- 
cordingly embarked, and arrived with their forces at the port 

of Gando, on the ſouth ſide of the iſland, where they landed : 


: In good order ; and being now fo ſtrong, they thought it no. 


longer neceſſary to obferve that caution and circumfpection i in. 
their march into the country which they had done in their former 

deſcents. The natives (ho had been conftantly upon the look- 
out fince the Europeans firſt began their attempts againſt the. 
iſland) as ſoon as they diſcovered the ſhips, gathered together in vaſt. 
numbers, and marched againſt their invaders with great reſolu- 
tion, not being in the leaſt intimidated by their numbers; and di- 
viding themſelves into ſmall bodies, they attacked the Europeans 

on all ſides with ſuch ſteadineſs and courage, that they obliged 
them to retreat. Tas place where they engaged was ſo very rocky. 


and. 
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md unequal; that the Europeans could reap but little advantagefrom 
ide ſuperior diſcipline of their troops. The enem 


were well armed; for beſides their own country w 


were by no means deſpicable), they had many others, which they 


hall taken from the Europeans at the different times of their in- 


curſions, and i in the management of which they were become to- 


lerably expert. But they annoyed the Europeans moſtly \ with their 


ſhatp-pointed fticks or poles, ' hardened in the fire, which they | 
-uſed both as darts and lances, which pierced the enemies targets, 
and even went through the cloſeſt coats of mail; and whenever 


they drew the foe into a hollow place, they made great havock, 


by rolling huge ſtones down upon them from the neighbour- 
ing precipices. The Europeans continued retreating till they 
came to a kind of natural fortreſs, near the ſea- ſhore, where 
they made a ſtand, and poſted themſelves in ſuch a manner, 
that the natives could not attack them but to great diſad- 
vantage. Diego de Herrera perceiving the great loſs he had 
ſuſtained in this engagement and the conſequent retreat, and 
| conſidering that the whole force of the iſland was collected. in that 
place to oppoſe him, reſolved to ſend a detachment by ſea to. another 2 
part of the iſland, in order to make a diverſion and oblige the natives 


to divide their forces. Accordingly, in the night he ſent Diego 


de Sylva with two. hundred: men, in three carvels, together with 
two officers experienced i in theſe deſcents, and who ſpoke the Ca- 
nary language. The troops arrived at the port of Agumaſtel, and: 
by day- break, being all ſafely landed, formed themſelves in order 
of battle in the neighhourhood. of Galdar, without being diſcovered. 
by the Canarians, and marched. forward till they came to a ſteep- 
eminence covered with trees and buſhes, which they were obliged 
to paſs. The people of that part of the iſland having at length 
diſcovered the ſhips at anchor, and ſeeing ſtrangers aſcending the 


mountain, aſſembled themſelves together to attack them; but ob- 
ſerving; 


y by this time 
eapons (which 


{ 
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ſerving the route. __ — were ORs PO let them alone 


for ſome time till they had gained the top of the aſcent, when the 
natives immediately ſecured the paſs by which they had gone up, 


and ſet fire to the buſhes, to prevent their returning by that way 
to their ſhips. Diego de Sylva and his men finding themſelves 
diſcovered, and their retreat effectually cut off, marched on and 
deſcended on the other ſide of the mountain into a plain near the 


village of Galdar, where they found a large place, encloſed by a 
ſtone wall (in which the natives uſed to aſſemble to feaſt, execute 
criminals, &c.) into which they retired for ſecurity. As ſoon as 
the natives perceived this, they gave a great ſhout, as they were 
| uſed to do when they gained a victory, and immediately ſur- 


rounded the place ſo cloſely, that the Europeans had no way to 


eſcape. They had continued two days and two nights ſhut up in 
this place, without any thing to eat or drink; and the number of 1 5 
the natives ſtill increaſing, they found themſelves quite deſtitute. 
of all human reſource, and therefore abandoned themſelves to de- 


7 ſpair. In this condition they were when the divine Providence 
2 ſent them relief from an n unexpected quarter. : 


N 
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0 FY what means ky 4 Sylva and his Troops. were c relieved out * ; 


their great D ire eſs and C . at G allar. | 


| Turns was a woman among the W of. 8 


relation of the Guanarteme of that place, named Maria La- 


| firga. She had been a captive ſome time in Lancerota, but was 
ſent back to her parents in Canaria, in exchange for an European 
priſoner. This woman ſpoke the two languages well, and being 


moved with compaſſion at the approaching fate of the Europeans, 


. che came to the Lach in which they were incaſtd, and ſeeing the 


2 2 


THE CANARY ISLANDS. 4 
trod effizers that accompanied Diego de Sylva in this expedition, 
te recollected them again, having been often at their houſes 
in Lancerota. She declared, that the natives intended to put 
them all to death that night ; and that there was not the 
_ leaſt proſpect of their eſcaping but by ſurrendering at diſ- 
eretion to the Guanarteme, her uncle, whoſe generous temper 
(he ſaid) the knew ſo well, that it was very certain he would 
releaſe, and let them all return to their ſhips in peace. More- 
over, ſhe earneſtly entreated them not to hold out any longer, 
but to ſubmit immediately. The Europeans, ſenſible of their 
impending fate, and perſuaded that they ceuld be no loſers by fol- 
lowing Maria's advice, fince nothing worſe than death could 
enſue, which muſt inevitably have been their portion if they | 
a perſiſted longer in reſiſting, agreed to the propoſal, and em- 
e ployed her to manage the buſineſs of reconciliation : demand- 
ing only of the Guanarteme to give his word to ſpare their lives, 
and they would immediately ſurrender themſelves into his hands. 
When Maria had delivered this meſſage to her uncle, he aſſembled 
all the chiefs of the people 1 to conſider what was to be done, who 
were all at firſt againſt granting this requeſt, being greatly i in- 
cenſed againſt the ſtrangers, for the miſchiefs they had done them. 
in the frequent invaſions of their iſland. But the Guanarteme of 
Galdar determined at all events to ſave them; 3 and being much 
beloved and reſpected by the Canarians, ſoothed ſome, threatened 


others, and at length ſo wrought upon them all, that they agreed. 5 


to ſpare the lives of the Europeans. The matter thus ſettled, the 

Guanarteme went to Diego de Sylva, and gave his word that 
neither himſelf nor the reſt of the natives would do him or his 
followers any harm; upon which they delivered up their arms, 
and came out of the fortreſs. The Guanarteme then embraced. 
Diego de Sylva, ſhewed him many tokens of friendſhip and com- 
_ paſſion, conducted him to the village of Galdar, where he reſided, 
and 
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au gave him 4 his troops both meat and aun of which - 


they ſtood in great need after ſo long an abſtinence* and after 
they had refreſhed themſelves, the Guanarteme and Gayres, or 


Chiefs, of the village, together with a number of the natives, 


conducted them in ſafety to their ſhips. On their march they 
came to a very high and ſteep precipice, with a path ſo narrow 
that only one perſon at a time could deſcend: here Diego de Sylva 


and his men ſuſpected tht the natives had betrayed, and in- 


tended to throw them down headlong from the precipice: ac- 
cordingly they intimated their ſuſpicion to th 
accuſed them of a breach of faith. The natives, when they 1 ans 
: derſtood this, were extremely affronted: the Guanarteme, how- 
ever, made no reply to this accuſation, but deſired Diego de Sylva 
to take hold of the ſkirt of his garment, and he would lead 
him down; he likewiſe ordered his men in the ſame manner to 
aſſiſt the Europeans; ; thus they all deſcended ſafe to the bottom, 
from whence was a road to the ſhore near where the ſhips'lay at 
55 anchor. The Guanarteme and his people then gave them leave 
to embark, but complained much of their being ſuſpected of 
ſo much baſeneſs, as, after having plighted their faith for their 8 
; ſafety, to entertain a deſign to deſtroy them. Diego de Sylva 
was at a loſs how to expreſs his gratitude to the Guanarteme for 
his humane and generous behaviour; and when he went on board 
made him a preſent of a gilt ſword and a ſcarlet eloak, and to 
each of the Gayres a fine muſquet: he then took his leave. The 
precipice and harbour have from that time taken the name of Diego 
de Sylva, i in memory of this adventure. De Sylva and his detach- 


2 Canarians, and | 


ment returned to Diego de Herrera at Gando, to whom they re- 


lated the whole of what had befel them; at which he was greatly 


aſtoniſhed, and could not conceive whence theſe Barbarians had 


acquired ſuch noble ſentiments of valour and generofity, Ho.’ 


ever, this did not prevent him from attacking them a x ſecond. 


time; 3 
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time; but, upon being joined again by Diego de Sylva ao his 
corps, marched forward with: the whole-of his forces, to give 
battle to the illanders. The Canarians on their ſide, far from 
being backward to engage, met them with great intrepidity, 
and a bloody battle enſued, in which the natives were worſted, 
and obliged to retreat, which they did ſtep by ſtep. without the 
leaſt diſorder. Many were killed and wounded on both ſides; 
but the Europeans took ſome priſonets, among whom was a va- 
liant chief named Mananidra, whom Diego de Sylva remembered 
to have ſeen at Galdar; and mindful of what he owed him, he 
went immediately to Diego de Herrera, and earneſtly intreated 
him to give this man his liberty, who at length granted his re- 
queſt, though not witout great unwillingneſs. Diego de Sylva 


then ſent him away, loaded with” Ty valuable ran] 255 


: TE Portugueze employed in this Wee ſeeing 1 no pro- 
ſpect of ſpeedily reducing the iſland, or of ending a war in which 
they were likely to receive no advantage, were greatly chagrined 
and diſcontented, and begged of their chief, Diego de Sylva, to 
allow them to return to Portugal. When Herrera was made ac- 
quainted with this murmuring among the troops, he thought it 
moſt expedient to make peace with the Guanarteme of Galdar, 
and return to Lancerota, where he delivered his daughter Donna 
Maria de Ayala to her huſband, together with a great number of 
 flaves of both ſexes, that had been taken in ſundry expeditions - 
againſt the iſlands ; with whom Diego de Sylva embarked, toge- 
ther with his troops; and returned to Liſbon, where he and 
his Lady Donna Maria were moſt graciouſly received by King 
Alonzo.. From this 1 W are deſcended the preſent Counts of 


Pontalegre i in Portugal. 


he CHAP. 
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Herrera make avother Expedition to Canaria, and builds a Fart at 
anch. . . 
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A. HOUGH both. Diego an Herrera and Donna ww = 
Peraza had the reduction of Canaria greatly at heart, yet 
they laid afide all thoughts of accompliſhing it by dint of arms; 
for, beſides the departure of the Portugueze, their own vaſſals and 
the natives of the conquered iſlands were: heartily tired of ſo many 
unſucceſsful attempts, and deſirous of reſting from the fatigues oe - 
war, in order to enjoy tranquillity at home with their families, 
and employ themſelves in the more agreeable labour of cultivat- 
ing their lands.  Fheſe things conſidered, made Herrera think 
Proper to. go- anather way to: work, which would require time 
and patience to accompliſh and bring. to maturity. For this 
purpoſe. accompanied by the Biſhop, Don Diego Lopez de vi- 
leſcas, he went with ſome ſhips to Gando, which he imagined to 
be the fitteſt place for his deſign. The iſlanders diſcovered his 
chips, from the mountains, while they were yet at a conſiderable 
diſtance from the land, and by means of their ſignals inſtantly 
alarmed the whole iſland; when the main body marched to 
Gando, to wait the arrival of the Europeans: but ſeeing them 
approach peaceably and without arms, they held a confer- 
ence with them, and heard their propoſals. The Guanartemes = 
and Faycas, or Prieſts, were preſent at this interview, which 
ended in eſtabliſhing a firm peace and a mutual intercourſe of trade 
between the two parties. The Biſhop and Herrera, under pretence 
of having a place of worſhip for ſuch of their people as ſhould _ 
come to trade in the iſland, obtained leave of the natives to build 

a fort at Gando. By this treaty Herrera was to have all the or- 
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chila v weed which the iſland produced, on paying only for the 
people's labour who gathered it: and, to remove all cauſe of diſ- 
truſt from the nagives, he gave them twelve hoſtages as a ſecurity 
for the due performance of the treaty. The priſoners on both 
»fides were by this peace to be ſet at liberty. The Europeans now 
began with all diligence to erect the fort, in which they received 
great aſſiſtance from the Canarians, who ſupplied them with plenty 
of timber from the mountains, and otherwiſe laboured for them 
in mixing lime and carrying ſtones, fo that in a ſhort time the fort 
was completed. It was ſpacious and well ſituated, being built 
on a high rock, the foot of which was cloſe to the harbour. 
Herrera ſtaid there ſome few days after it was finiſhed; and, be- 
fore his departure, took care to furniſh it with a ſufficient c quan- 
tity of ammunition and proviſions, leaving a good garriſon, | 
commanded by one Pedro Chemida, who was well known to 

and much beloved by the natives; with him he left orders, 
that, notwithſtanding the treaty of peace, if a fair opportunity 
ſhould offer of making himſelf maſter of the iſland, he ſhould by 
no means negle& i it: at the ſame time adviſing him, if poſſible, to 
divide the natives by fomenting quarrels and ſtirring up jealouſfies 
among them, ſo as to form a party in favour of the Europeans: 
After giving theſe honeſt and generous inſtructions, he departed 
for Lancerota, in company with the Biſhop, highly pleaſed with 


the ſucceſs of his project, of which he hoped ſoon to reap the 
moſt * fruits. 
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4 due happens beeween the Gord pr Pedro chen: 1 
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Denne n the peace which had 9650 fo lately 


fort, which bid deftance to their united forces, and was moreover 


a very great ſcourge to them ; for the Europeans making frequent. 
fallies, uſed to carry off the cattle, take many of the natives pri- 


ſoners, and afterwards retire to the fort, which always afforded 


hem a convenient ſhelter, after having committed their depreda- 


tions. 
IT 


concluded and eſtabliſhed between the Canarians and Her- 
rera, Pedro Chemida, in compliance with his maſter's. orders, — 
ſought a proper opportunity to make himſelf maſter of the iſland; 
and, to effect his deſign, he purpoſely did ſeveral things which he : 
knew would be offenſive to the natives, who thereupon com- 
9 plained to him of not taking proper care to obſerve the ſeveral 2 
articles of the treaty which they had made with Diego de Her- 
rera, and accuſed him of privately ſeizing and concealing certain 
noble Canarians with a deſign to ſend them. away from the iſland; 
| but finding that Pedro. Chemida gave no ear to their complaints, 
nor ſhewed the leaſt inclination to redreſs their grievances, they 
departed, and reſolved to watch an opportunity of being avenged on 
their oppreſſors. It happened. ſoon after, that ſome of the Spa- | 
niards going careleſly out ef the fort, the Canarians fell upon 
5 them, and killed five. Upon this Pedro Chemida complained to 
the Gayres, or Chiefs of the iſland; who, in their turn, refuſing to 
give him any ſatisfaction; he therefore reſolved to do himſelf juſtice 
= force. This kindled the flames of war anew between. the two 
nations, tò the no ſmall effuſion of blood. The Canarians now _ 
perceived their error in having allowed the Spaniards to build this 


— 


OP FE, 
We” 
FP AV, RY 

| 3 365 

1 5 


Wk * 9 2 
8 x N 5 as, a + as wen > 1 
1 1 > * "I & A YZ 9 * 
4 * , le 16 


- 0 8 * 
1 * Ke 


"It happened aun cher; that as Ge of the arriſon v 5 
one of theſe marauding parties, the natives delignedly drove ſome 
cattle in their way, as it were by accident, and thus drew them by 
degrees to a conſiderable diſtance from the fort, into an ambuſh | 
that had been prepared for them; while another party of the na- 
tives was poſted i in ſuch a manner as to.cut off their retreat to the 
fort. On a ſignal concerted between them, thoſe in ambuſh ſud- 
denly fell upon Chemida's men, and killed a great number of 
them, and the reſt, who upon this fled towards the fort, fell into the 
hands of the other party, who killed ſome of them, and took the 
others priſoners, ſo that not one eſcaped. The Captain Manani- 
dra, who had the command of this enterprize, ſtripped the Euro- 
peans, both living and dead, of their cloaths, which he made one 
half of his own men put on, and placed the other half in ambuſh 
very near the fort; he then ordered ſome of the Canarians in their 
own © habits to | chace thoſe dreſſed like Spaniards towards 


ing * a at i believing their miſty» was 1 allied out | 
to the relief of their ſuppoſed countrymen, leaving the gates open; 
when the party who were in ambuſh perceiving this, ruſhed into the 
fort, while the diſguiſed Canarians fell upon the Spaniards, and made 
them priſoners. After this manner was the fort of Gando taken; 3 
and leſt another garriſon ſhould be ſent from Lancerota, they 
burnt the wood of the fort, and razed the walls thereof to the 
ground; but as to the priſoners, they treated them, according to 
their uſual cuſtom, with gentleneſs and humanity. A ſmall fiſh- 
ing bark at that time happened to be in the port, which failed 
immediately and gave notice of the loſs of the fort to Diego de 
Herrera and Donna Ignes Peraza, who were extremely grieved 
at finding their favourite project thus diſconcerted: but Don 
Diego de VIleſcas, the Biſhop, was afflicted beyond meafure ; for 
being now old, he loſt all hopes of bringing the natives to the 
= 7 | profeſſion 


FRE. ArsTORY or 


15 profeſſion of the Romiſ faith, by which doubrleſs 4 he _ to 
— no * — of Honour. 


Tur taking of the fort of Gando — err what kind 
of people the Canarians were, and that they wanted neither 
courage or conduct in war. Plutarch, in his Life of Sertorius, 

relates, as one of the greateſt exploits of that General, his takin g 


a ton in Spain by a ſtratagem of much the ſame nature with 


this of the Canarians in regard to the fort at Gando. The na- 
tives in the courſe of the long war between them and the Euro- 


: Peans, gave many fignal inſtances of their warlike diſpoſition ; it 
is hard to determine whether they were more ſubtle i in contriv- 


in ing r or Wa es 1 in en time Vue action. 


— 


2 following merits notice: J "they" Wand E great: Panera of * 


e gulls, which they kept i in and about the villages near the ſea- 


ſhore; and when they ſaw any barks approaching, they laid 
. ambuſh near one of thoſe villages. The Europeans hav- 
ing experienced the ſubtlety of theſe people, never went aſhore 
to carry off captives or to plunder, but they firſt carefully looked 
about them, and examined every corner where they imagined 
there might be people concealed, and never went far from their 
boats. Once a number of Spaniards | from Lancerota landed, and 
: ſeeing no body near the ſhore, they ventured to go a ſmall diſtance 
in land, where was a large village; upon the fight of which they 
were going to retreat, but obſerving ſea-gulls flying about the 
| houſes, they concluded it to be uninhabited, ſo they went boldly 
up to it, when on a ſudden the natives ruſhed from their t 
ä places, ſurrounded and made them all priſoners. 


AFTER the taking of Gando, the Guanarteme of Telde, named: 
Bentagoyhe, died, and left a fon and daughter, One Doramas, 


- e reckoned 
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reckoned the moſt valiant man in the iſland, and who had rebelled 
againſt his maſter, the Guanarteme of Galdar, gathered ſome 
of the chiefs of Telde together, and got himſelf declared Guan- 
arteme of that diſtrict; which when he of Galdar heared, he 
Was afraid that the life of his eouſin, the ſon of Bentagoyhe, 


might be in danger, and therefore ſent for him to come and re- 
5 ade with him i in Galdar. - | 


ec * 1 F xvr. 


: Diego 4 He errera goes 70 Spain, to 1 the Complaints made ; 
= Kai him &b his own People. mr 


- 


E Europeans in the iſlands became every day more and 
more diſcontented and diffatisfied with Diego de Herrera, 
who obliged them, contrary to their inclinations, to go upon thoſe 
hazardous enterprizes to ſo little purpoſe : but when they heard 1 
of the affair of Gando, and the captivity of Pedro Chemida, with 
his garriſon and the twelve hoſtages, they loſt all patience. Many 
of them went to the iſland of Madeira, i in order to get a paſſage 
from thence to Spain, intending to lay their; grievances before thoſe 
who had power to redreſs them. The Canarians, after having | 
made Pedro Chemida and his garriſon priſoners, treated them ex- 


 tremely well, and regaled them with the beſt they had. Pedro was ſo 


well acquainted with their diſpoſition, and managed them ſo art- 
fully, as to perſuade them that they had been the aggreſſors in the 
war, and had done wrong in razing the tower of Gando, infomuch 
that they called a meeting of the Guanartemes, Faycags, and 

principal people; at which it was agreed to ſend ten ambaſſadors ®* 
te One - AER to 
*The Canarians who were ſent on this embaſſy to Lancerota were Acorayda,, 
from Telde Egenenaca, from Aguimes; Vildacane, from Tereda; Aridanny, from 
EN. — E 


Wt 


+ * * — N 
— a * * m — a ae * — — : —— — A — _— — 
* * A 1 9 —— 2 — * hg 8 * * * 
* at * w__— * 4 — 5 © 
» —— — — — 
* e 
1 F = . : . 7 . * 
— 


po THE HISTORY. or 
to * to make their excuſes to Herrera and Dean Ignes 


Peraza for what had paſſed. Theſe envoys embarked. in 4 Lance- 
| rota veſſel, and carried with them Pedro Chemida, his garriſon, 


and the twelve hoſtages. When they arrived there, they waited. 
on Diego de Herrera and Ignes Peraza, kiſſed their hands, aſked 


their pardon for what they had done, and preſented to them the 
priſoners and hoſtages. They were graciouſly received, kindly 
entertained, and all paſt offences were forgiven. A new treaty | 
was then made, by which all the orchilla in the iſland apper- 
5 tained to Herrera, who on his part was to. reſtore all the Cana- 
rians that were then in Lancerota and Fuertaventura. When 8 
the vaſſals of Diego Herrera, who went to Madeira, heard of this 
peace (which was concluded on the 11th of January, 1476), and 
of the return of the captives | from Canaria, they wanted to return 
to their allegiance to their Lord, and enter again upon their for- 15 
/ mer poſſeſſions ; but Herrera would not ſo much as. permit them f 
to come upon the iſland of Lancerota. Upon which they went 8 
to Caſtille, and laid their complaints before their Majeſties Don 
'F erdinando and Iſabella, who gave orders to enquire into the af- 
fair, and that Herrera ſhould be ſent for, to anſwer the charges 
laid againſt him. Some time before this, Herrera had contracted | 


his daughter, Donna Conſtanza Sarmiento, to Pedro Hernandez 


| Sayavedra, a man of an illuſtrious family in Spain, and one of the 
Twenty-four of Seville, who adviſed his father-in-law to come 
over to Spain, to anſwer in perſon to the accuſations laid againſt : 
him. He followed this advice, and appeared at court, where he 


made a ſtrenuous and good defence. But their Majeſties, who had 


in view to add the three unconquered iſlands to the crown of Spain, 
pretended that Diego de Herrera was not able to make himſelf 


Aguerata; Saco, from Agaete; Achutindac, from Galdar; Adeun, from Tamara- 


ſayte; Artenteyfac, from Artevirgo; Ates“, from Artiacor; and Guriruguian, . 


from Arucas, 


maſter 


IA ge Herrera returned 10 Lancerota, and brought with him 
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maker of hem by his on power, and that it was abſolutely ne- 
_eeflary they ſhould be conquered, in order to bring the na- 
tives over 10 the Chriſtian faith, Diego de Herrera and Ignes 
Peraza were by no means pleaſed with this propoſal; however, 
they were obliged to comply, and received in lieu of all their 
right to Canaria, Tenerife, and Palma, five millions of mara- 
vedis#, with the title of Count of Gomera for their oldeſt ſon. | 
= This cause — ENEAFA IN — 1470. i 


— 
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Dig de n and bis — Pedro — nm 
Lo uer c Baroery. t Nabu. the Caftle of Mar | Pequens. 5 


4 F TER the ceſſion of the three iflands to the crown, Diego : 


his ſon · in- ly Nan Pedro Hernandez Sayavedra,. to copſummate 5 
bis marriage with his daughter Donna Conſtanza. When the 
feaſtings and rejoicings on that occaſion were over, Herrera and 
his ſon-in-law determined to go over to Barbary, to ſuccour the 
caſtle of Mar Pequeno + which Herrera had. built on that-coaſt, 
| oppoſite the iſland of Lancerota, and which was then beſieged by 
the Sheriff $ $ 1 an amy of ten een foot and three thou- 


ſand 


*% Five mills of marevedis is a fum not exceeding three thouſand pounds ſter- 
2 ling; ; but as in thoſe days America was not diſcovered, and there was little commerce 
in Spain, I dare ſay that ſum Was then at leaſt equal in value to . thouſand 
pounds ſterling at preſent. = 

1 Where this caſtle flood I know not, but ſuppoſe i it might be. bebe where about 
the mouth of the river called by the Arabs Wad-noon; for in ſome of our old ſea- 
charts of the coaſt af Barbary, and the Canary Ilands {which are very incorrect) 


there is a place on the coaſt of Barbary, appoſite to the Canary Iſlands, called Mar- 
| piveno, which I take to be a corruption of Mar Pequeno. 


t This Sheriff could not be King of Morocco; becauſe it was in the year 141% -N 


. the two brothers, the Sheriffs, killed Myley Nazar ended Elenteta, 
I the 
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: I 2 e a Chr ian. This man told the Governor, Chriſtopher N ON . 
. enorio, that if Herrera would return 10 Barba y with his forces, 5 = 
3 5 e a valuable prize. | | 
5 VUpo | thi th o'Lancerata, where = 
| errera, ho, according ; 
5 bis Age, 0 him t to »be een by the name of Juan Ca- E | 
macho. This man perſuaded Herrera arid” his ſon-in-law tc to re- 
| n wit a conſiderable force to Mar Pe- ſueno; 3 fron 13 . 3 
— t out and marched towards Tagaoſt, till they came to a . = — 
Place where was an Adouar, or company of Moors dwelling in os 
EEE. whom they approached unperceived; and then giving the e 
Dödndß St. Iago *! (or St. James) | ſuddenly attacked them, and . 
cd—coox one hundred and fifty- eight priſoners, men, women, and e 
=: children included, with whom they returned to the caftle. Juan 5 . | 
= . Camacho ſerved as their guide i in thi Y 8 expedition, a8 he did in all 
/ EE ___: they afterwards undertook to the coaſt of Barbary, 1 


1 being no leſs in number than forty-ſix. In theſe they ſeldom failed — 


=—_ of ſucceſs,” never returning without a confiderable number of pri- 

Rn. = or ate ß oo ney Y 
I e the then King of Morocco, and reigned in bis ſtead. It is probable he was one of 

6 * f the Sheriffian family, which lived not far diſtant from the Caſtle of Mar Pequeno, 


q at a place called Tigumadert, in the province of Dara. As in my author's time the 


Di. of Moroceo were ſtyled Sheriffs, he might imagine wey were always fo. | 


£ * 4 = 
* , * bs 


| 8 This i is a ſignal uſed by the Spaniards when they are going to make an attack, 


or fall on the enemy; St. Iago (or St. James) being the tutelar ſaint of Spain, as 
St. George i is of England, | 
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: 2 U ö paniards concerned. i in theſe expeditions to the eoaſt of 
Barbary were not, however, all ſo fortunate as the renegado C 


macho; and Sa ravedra. 


8 in articular A bufferer, for a 5 
on * of his, a yo 


died in captivity; at Fez, whoſe ftory i is thu 
Tores, in his Hiſtory s: 


cc. Sheriff) choſe New Fez for his 1 he ordered his trea - 


+ ſure, his c Idren, is wives, and his ſlaves to bo brought thither, 
« Among the 1 chere was one named Alonzo Perez de Sayar 


3 vedra, ſon of the ( ount of Gomera by a Mooriſh woman, his 


* captive, who was a relation of the 8 


- 


as a riffs. He was a young 
*« man of great courage, and ſo perfectly verſed in the Arabic and 


« other languages ſpoke in this country, that T have heard the 


4 Sheriff declare, that few or none of the natives of Barbary ſpoke + 
i them ſo well. 


Beſides theſe qualifications, he poſſeſſed one of 


1% a more noble and praiſe-worthy nature, namely, an inviolable 


« regard for, and attachment to his religion. But before I ſay 
% any thing on this head, I ſhall relate i in what manner he | he- 
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* My author does not mention this young man's captivity; 3 but from his name, 
and the time when he was taken by the Moors, I am perſuaded he is the ſame Saya- 
vedra who is mentioned in Diego de 2 8 Hiſtory 'of the Sheriffs, 
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| to the yoang 

hin chat" deen 

1 A the ranſom of ſome os. The Sheriff, being tritated 

Ss: - Eo « « againſt ne on account of the er, incurfonghe had made „ Tn 
| elf 4 under the faith of the | 
| hs ordered ſorne Fo wore or large re 

= 5 « on board his ts: NG ey boarded! er in 2 — 

Er « time, and made all 


I the Spaniards that were in her 9 
ze Alonzo Perez de Sayavedra was brought before. the. Sheriff, 


LY « W inſulted him with reproaches, and ordered him to be e 
ER fettefed with chains of ſeventy | po "V2 | 
1 remained a dave ll 


. 2 


2 
Pp 


* 2 42 
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is death, which happened 1 
The Sheriff, conſidering de as be kings 
= ” man, aeg him wich ſome teſpect; but being apprehenſive V 
J of his enterpriſing genius would not on any account permit him 
. « to be ranſomed. In his neceſſities he was often viſited and re- 


| L er lieved by the Governors and by the relations of the Sheriffs 
** % mother. The King always allowed him a better ſubſiſtence | 
y . than he did the reſt of his ſlaves: : moreover, he was one of the: | | 
| F © beſt players af cheſs in all Ba arbary (and the Moors value them- = 
| 8 « ſelves much on their dexterity at this game), inſomuch that by . 3 

LE 6 cheſs-and making of fringes, he made a. ſhift to maintain him= 5 

: | —— — Called by the Europeans Santa Cruz. | : os 1 2 | 
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e religion, and 
bs _ _ W he would: en the V N 
ä 5 , and an of bl anke in marriage, —_ | 
een, Sayavedra heard him patiently, and then, like Z 
JT 1 true Chriſtian Knight, he anſwered the — 
1 « he was ſenſible that during his captivity he had received mann 
K « fayours from him, and that the offers he now made him were 
— - - _ conſiderable, yet had they: no welght in his mind, he bong. | 
d determined to ſuffer'a thor A | I 
—_ « faith of Jeſus Chriſt, nd turn eren, * 
1 5 vexed at this anſwer, but never after deſired him to change . : 
af ugh to Fez, where he e . 
: | : : ; - a : : | | 2 Fe : | 
: | | | 5 | . | . . 5 | | | | Wk 
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Vn e of the Word Canaris. 
| g book we find hn de Bet EE 
is iſland Grin Canaria, adding the epithet Grand to its for= 
mer name Canaria. He did not this on account of its fize 
=_ 1 it is not the largeſt c of the C anary Iſlands), but becauſe of the e 
3 VVVͤHNo —@ courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all Sn 
= His attempts to ſubdue them. But how it came by the name - 
J ĩ eaſy to determine; for ſince thoſe iſlands | 
n | - known by the name of the Fortunate Iſlands, this has always re- | 


= en tained its proper name, Canaria, Pliny ſays, that this iſland e | 


| was named Canaria on account of its abounding with dogs of a 52 
FF - very large ſize, two of which were preſented to Juba, King of | 
= Mauritania. This opinion, however, ſeems to want foundation; 
| Ho g = for it is natural to ſuppoſe that theſe dogs would have increafed | 
q EN greatly fince Pliny's time, whereas, on the contrary, when the | 
1 Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the iſland. —\— 
3 | EY TY ker "i 
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J 
never raw. © 
-—,. a gives twe ons concerning the-name ,, x 
1 . vrhich indeed ap} ea more pro ble than either of the foregoing. 5 125 1 8 
Tux firſt. is, that in Canaria there are a great tidy themy © 


ſhes, which bear fruit of a red colour, called in Latin Uva Ca-. 


FV Dog s Grape. hoſe who diſcovered this iſland in the 1 3 
| time of the Romans, ſeeing ſuch a number of thoſe buſhes, might „„ 
5 em name the tad Camas... 8 
Tax fecon opinion is, that it is named Canaria becauſe it „„ 


8 2 


= - 5 | abounds: with an herb, called in Latin anaria (but! in the Caſ-. 


tillian language, T riguera), which the dogs cat in the fpring, C 
aauuſe themſelves to vomit or Tat nn ſend their 3 7 

. horſes to the field to ze, they 

ing in p : 

increaſe of load | in 8 and that FS fuddenly as to ſubject = Fg 

to danger of ſuffocation. He adds, that in the ſkirts of Mount Es 


* 


Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called: Canarios, —_—_ 1 
5 "aaa firſt diſcovered and peopled this iſland, and called it after 


their own name. But after all thoſe opinions, he does not inform 


. | A 


* 


N us what name the natives called the iſland by, which is certainly _ _ 
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bots to be built abel them; and therefore thought it 


would be moſt prudent, in their preſent ſituation, to lay aſide all 8 a 
differences amongſt themſelves, and, uniting their forces, en- 
e deavour to expel the invaders from the iſland. To effect this, 
5 they procured a meeting betwen the King of Galdar and Dora- 
| mas (who had uſurped the ſovereignty of Telde), and. the whole | 
dody of Gayres. There they cordially agreed to join their ſeveral 
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former repeated ſucceſſes againſt Betancour and Herrera, — 
meſſenger, that they would give Juan Rejon an anſwer the —_— 
day early in the morning. The General readily comprehende F- 
their meaning, and accordingly prepared for battle, expecting to 
be ſoon attacked. Early in the morning he perceived their force2 
coming down upon him, in order of battle; upon which be marche ld on ol 
out of his camp to meet them, and the fight was begun on both ſides: . 
1 The Canarians made the firſt onſet with all the fury of men whoſe 
uVberty was at ſtake, being headed by their valiant chiefs Ns 
mas, Tazarte, and Adargoma. They were received with no leſs "= 
vigour by Juan Rejon and his men, who, with the Dean, Jua 
Bermudas, Captain of the horſe, Alonzo Jayſme, Standard-bearer, f 
and the Captains of the infantry, Alonzo Fernandez de Lugo and . 
Roderigo de Solorza, endeavoured to break the enemy's ranks ; - 


baut the latter made a moſt obſtinate reſiſtance, fighting like lions. 
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only then began. But this ardor of the Canarians, like the laſt 


- blaſt of a furious tempeſt againſt a mighty oak, which it ſhakes to 
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| iguada, the natives never attempted: to engage the Spaniards 
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wine to my mouth, and drinking it, or cauſe me to ſpill one drop, VVT 
than we e will abſolutely wreſtle together; but if you cannot o ; 
adviſe you to return home.” Then drinking off the b | 
a \ ſpite of the other's efforts to prevent him, the pe 
amazed at took his advice and 
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e former ſhould go and attack the Spaniards by ſea, 
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wy . de port. an Rejon, the Dean Bermudas, and the 
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the two crowns, ſuſpected on what errand they were come, and 
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only to guard that poſt, and marched to the port, which is but a 
Mort league diſtant from it. There they placed two hundred men 
in ambuſh, behind certain hillocks of black earth, which had 
been formed by the eruption of ſome former volcanos. When 
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as the Por ugueze had not boats enough to land above two hundred . - 
men at once, and did not know the force of the Spaniards (for 
they: til: not all appear in ſight), they boldly landed, with drums 
beating, trumpets ſounding, | and colours flying, but the ſorf 
| aaking phony high, drove ſome of their- boats alhore 
while they were attempting to land their men. This prevented 
their going immediately back to the ſhips for more troops; and . E 
inſtead of inſtantly launching. theſe boats that 7 A 
dE by the ſurf, they began to run inland, in purſvit- W :M 
mall number of Spaniards they ſaw drawn. up to oppoſe them, 4 

in order to-attack and make them priſoners. Juan Rejon perceiv- 
ing how things went, reſolved to avail himſelf of their bad con- 
duct, and to attack the Portugueze before they could receive a re- 
inforcement from the ſhips : with this view he ordered the two 
hundred men in ambuſh to fall upon them in concert with the ET 
others, which they did with ſuch: impetuoſity, that they preſently „ 4 
drove the handful of Portugueze | back to their boats in the greateſt 5 
confuſion; but in the hurry of launching and crowding into them 5 
they were overſet, forced back on the beach by the ſurf, and ſtaved 
to pieces; ſo that very few of thoſe men who landed had the 5 
good fortune to eſcape. The Portugueze on board the caryels | EE 
ſeeing all that paſſed, without being able to give the ' 
* - affiſtance to their comrades, on account of the violence of the 
ſurf which continued to increaſe more and more, and being ap- = 
prehenſive of a ſtorm ariſing, weighed anchor and ſtood out to | 
ſea, In the mean time the Canarians had poſſeſſed themſelves of 

ſome eminences that commanded a view of the city of Palmas 

and the port of Iſletes, where obſerving every thing to be quiet 
in the Spaniſh camp, the ſea-ſhore of the port covered with people, 
and ſome ſhips at anchor with others under ſail, they concluded —— „ 

MM that 
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that the Mi were juſt landing, and therefore waited to. ſoe 
them begin the attack upon the camp, knowing nothing of what 
had paſſed that morning. But perceiving no appearance of any 
diſturbance, they ſent a ſpy to diſcover the ſituation of affairs, 
who being obſerved by one of the Spaniſh troopers, was purſued, 
taken priſoner, and brought to Juan Rejon, to whom he diſco- 
vered the treaty between the natives and the Fortugueze. The 
General was ſo incenſed at the news, that he determined to place 
more confidence in the Canarians, and began to harraſs them 
more than ever by continual inroads into the country, in which 
he frequently brought away whole flocks of ſheep and goats; and 
made a number of captives. As to the Portugueze, they Rill ho- 
vered about the iſland, waiting for an opportunity to land, and try 
their fortune a ſecond time; but the ſea continuing much agl- 
tated for many days, they deſpaired of ſucceſs, and having loſt 
| almoſt all their boats, as before-mentioned, they abandoned. 
their deſign of making a ſecond landing, and returned home.. 
The Spaniards being now more at leiſure, finiſhed their caſtle 
and the fortifications of their camp. But not having received any 

| ſupply of proviſions from Europe ſince their firſt landing on the 
iſland, which was now upwards of eight months, they were ob- 
liged twice a week to ſend a party of horſe and about two hun- 
dred foot into the country, in ſearch of ſheep and other provi- 
ſions, at a conſiderable diſtance from the camp; for, as has been: 
, obſerved, the natives, after the battle of Guiniguada, durſt not 
continue in the plains, but withdrew with their effects to the 
mountains, where the Spaniards could not attack them but at a 
great diſadvantage: and what little provifions they got in theſe in- 
urſions, together with ſome biſcuit brought to them by a Flemiſh. 
veſſel, that had come to the iflands to purchaſe orchilla- weed, 
was all they had to live upon for a conſiderable time. The ſol- 
diers gathered the weed upon the rocks, in places where they 


3 . durſt. 
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4 muring and diſcontent among the. Spaniards. . And as in 

alan it is uſual for the ſoldiery to examine more ſtrictly into 

the conduct of their commanders, than when affairs go on ſucoeſs- 


ully, ſo it happened on this occaſion to Juan Rejon, who was 
cenſured by the Dean Bermudas, for improperly managing the 


proviſions, and alſo for 2 partial diſtribution of them. The com- 
plwaints and murmurings daily increaſing, the Commander and the 
Dean began at length to be on bad terms with each other. This 
breach wWas increaſed greatly by the tales of officious people, who 

are ſeldom wanting in ſuch caſes, and who as ſeldom fail to re< 
preſent whet 1 hear f in the worſt light. 


Tar Dean wrote to "Y court af Caſtille . Tok Rejon, ac- 
cuſing him of waſting the proviſions, of ſpinning out the war to an 

unreaſonable length, and having contented himſelf with the de- 

feat he had given to the Canarians at Guiniguada; whereas he 
might (as the Dean pretended), by following that blow, have 


eaſily reduced the whole iſland to the obedience of their Catholic 
Majeſties. | 


In this manner inferior officers frequently endeavour to raiſe their 
reputation upon the ruin of that of their Commander; for, by 
what follows in the account of the conqueſt, we ſhall find that 

N 2 Juan 
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of an experienced ſeſdier, pinout 
by building - a fort in a convenient ſituation, to ſerve for a retreae 
to bis troops in caſe of need. 


Anon thoſe whom Juan Reſon Bad en to the Gran 


| Candiia were ſome; perſons who had gone from Lancerota't to Cat 
tille, to complain againſt: Diego de Herrera, and who were the 
| cauſe of the King's taking the three iſlands from him. They 
ſolicited Juan Rejon to intercede for them with Herrera; that they 
might be reſte : 
if he ſucceeded i in the undertaking, that they would go themſelves 
to Lancerota, and furniſh the army from thence with ſuch a quan- | 
tity of proviſion as. might be ſufficient till they ſhould obtain a 
_ fpply from Spain. This propoſal feeming - reafonable to wy 
Rejon, he agreed to it; and, in order to put the ſcheme in exe 
eution, he not only paſſed unnoticed many affronts he daily re- 
5 ceived from the Dean Bermudas, but even /perſuaded him to aſſiſt 


at a council of the chief officers, which Was called. in order bs. 
reconcile them to. each other. 


bY 
red to their eſtates in Lancerota; and promiſed, 5 


At this meeting the difference 


ſeemed to be made up, and it was agreed that Juan. Rejon- ſhould 


„ go to Lancerota, i in order to get proviſions, and that the Dean Ber- 5 
mudas ſhould command. the troops in his abſence. 


| ACcoRDINGLY- he ſailed ſp Lancerota, carrying: along with: 


him the baniſhed. vaſſals of Diego de Herrera, and arrived at a 
: port. called the Recife, adjoining to Porto de Naos. When Her- 


vera and Ignes Peraza were informed of his arrival, and what perſons. 


accompanied him, being greatly incenſed againſt them for the loſs. 
of the three iſlands, they diſpatched their ſon Hernand Peraza 


_ to the port to. forbid them to land. Juan: Rejon, accoſting him. 


in a courteous manner, acquainted him with the diſtreſs 'of the- 
woops in Gran Canaria, and that he Was come to beg a ſupply of. 


proviſions: E 


IJ 


— 


— & 


i ilond for | 


theinſelves to be the real deſcendants of the illuſtrious houſe of 


FFV 
Pedro de Abena comes fo Canaria. 


AN REJON, on his return to the port 95 Ileetes, found 2 


had orders to enquire into the cauſe. of the differences among the 
officers. The fleet in which he came brought ſome ſoldiers and a. 
ſmall ſupply of proviſions, of which the troops were in great want. 


This was the firſt Governor ſent from Spain to theſe iſlands. His 


arrival greatly chagrined Juan Rejon, who. however prudently 
diſſembled his diſcontent, and went aſhore to wait upon the Go- 


vernor, who. with the Dean and other officers were come to the 


LETT | port 
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AO! em; which; if he would pleaſe to rant, Bis N- 
= Don Ferdinand, would thankfully. repay the favour.” ' | He 
alſo infor Don Hernand, that he had brought with him ſome. 
vaſſals of his father Don Diego de Herrera, who were come to 
implore forgiveneſs: of him and Donna Ignes Peraza, fot the of- 


fenees they had been guilty of; And he entreated that they would 
coͤndeſcend to Brant them their pardon, and thereby manifeſt 


Herrera. But notwithſtanding all he could fay, Perazk continued. 

0 inflexible, and would not ſaffer any of them to remain on ſhore. 
even to take the leaſt refreſhment, but by force « compelled them 
all to return on board; which uſage ſo exaſperated Juan Rejon, 
that he ordered the two cannon on board his veſſel to be fired upon 

| thoſe who were on ſhore, which killed Diego de Herrera's Gentle- 


man, and wounded two: others. brace: __ this he ſet fail, 
| and returned to Canaria. VV 


ſelf ſuperſeded by a Governor, named Pedro de Algava,. who: | 


was ſent from Spain, in conſequence of the complaints tranſmitted: 
to Court againſt him by the Dean Bermudas. This Governor 
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| port to Ach kb goon after, Pedto Algava allembied 11 * 


| acquainted them; that it was his Majeſty's: expreſs orders, and 
the principal object of his commiſſion, to ſee peace and good har- 


horted them, as loyal ſubjects, to attend to the ſervies of their So- 
vereign, and of that God whoſe worſhipers they were, and wWholẽ 
| ſervice they were ſent to promote by bringing infidels into che bo- 
ſom of the holy Catholic church. and thereby prove the means off 
ſaving many fouls. When Don Pedro had finiſhed his ſpeech, 
Juan Rejon began to complain of the treatment he had met with 
from Diego de Herrera in Lancerota, and propoſed to the Go- 
vernor and aflembly, t that he n might be declared a rebel, and an 
enemy to the intended cosgueft, and treated accordingly. To 
| which the Governor and Dean, who were combined together 
againſt him, made anſwer, that they would gladly do every thing 
in their power for the good of the people,, and for advancing the 
conqueſt, but that as to his treatment at Lancerota, it was the 
natural conſequence of his imprudence in carrying thither the 
vaſſals of Diego de Herrera. Rejon replied, that if in ſo doing he 
had committed 4 fault, he was ready to make amends for it, by 


taking the ſhips in the harbour, with ſome troops, and bringing 2 


* % a | 0 0 
3 } 
* x — „ N N 
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chief officers, in whoſe preſenbe he produced his ipfifuQions, .and. 


mOony: eſtabliſhed and preſerved among them; he therefore! er- 


ſupply of proviſions from Lancerota by force, if Herrera ſhould 


attempt to oppoſe them; and that this was an eaſy undertaking, 
for the ſucceſs of which he would take upon himſelf to anſwer: 


upon this there aroſe a very warm debate among them. Some 


time after, the Governor and Dean arreſted Juan Rejon, and 


brought him to a trial, at which they charged him with partiality, 
robbery, mutiny, and a deſign of making uſe of the troops, de- 
ſtined for the conqueſt of Canaria, to revenge his private quarrel 
with Diego de Herrera at Lancerota; of all which he was found 
guilty by the aſſembly; and ſentenced to be ſent back to Spain a 


: = _ priſoner. 


— 
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# priſoner. After his departure, advice was given by the enemies 

| of Rgjon to Diego de Herrera of what had paſſed, with a. requeſt 
he would furniſh a ſupply of proviſions to the camp in Gran 
ee who were in great neveſſity for the ſame. Leden im- 
mbdiately complied with this requeſt ; but before the ſupply ar- 
rived at Canaria, the Spaniards had, by their foraging parties in. 
the illand, procured ſufficient proviſions to anſwer their preſent ne- 
ceſſities, and alſo made ſome. priſoners. Havin g received intelli- 
gence af an aſſembly of the natives, at a place called Maya, they 
marched in queſt of them, and finding only a ul n number ga- 


B ů ů » wt We. <—_—_— —— — an * . 3 . 


thered there, under the Guan arteme of Galdar a 


* 


d Doramas, 
the Spaniards attacked them {the & theſe latter making a brave de- 
fence, eſcaped with their pert ms, but left many cattle in the- 
hands of the enemy, which they carrie off. However, Doramas, 
obſerving the Spaniards to be greatly fatigued with the rugged : 
road and the length of their march, rallied his troops, and way- 
laid them as they were coming down a ſteep mountain, where, if 
the Spaniards had not performed wonders, they muſt have been 
all cut to pieces; as it was, they loſt five horſes and ſeveral of 5 
their men, but ket poſſeſſion of their booty. This obſtinate re- 


ſiſtance may ſerve to ſhew to what ſtraits they v were reduced for: 
want of proviſions. „„ N 


— — 


: Juan Rejon returns zo Gran Canaria. . 


THEN Juan Rejon arrived at St. Lucar de Baremeda, in; 
| Spain, he immediately ſet out for Seville, to appear before 
the Commiſſioners of the Conqueſt of the Canary Iflands, to 
whom he gave an account of his conduct, with which that board 
was. perfectly ſatisfied; And underſtanding the. great d iſtreſs 


the: 


EY ready mentioned, 


ob _ * HR HIS o R Y or 


the troops. in Gran Canaria laboured under from the n 
amongſt them, they immediately gave orders for four veſſels to 
Al: with a ſupply of proviſions 'andimen, - under the command of 
Pedro Hernandez Cabron, Regidor of Cadiz. In the ſame fleet 
went over Don Juan de Frias, lately promoted to the ſee of Ru- ; 
_bicon upon the death of the former Biſhop ; and Juan Rejon, as 
Captain- general of the forces in Canaria. The Commiſſioners 
recommended to them to endeavour to adjuſt amicably all differ- 
ences amongſt the officers i in that iſland. Beſides the perſons al- 
one Eſtevan Perez de Cabitos was ſent over as 
Alcalde Major, being nominated to that office by the King. The 
5 fleet arrived fafe at the Port of Iſletes the 12th of Auguſt, 1479, 
| where they were gladly received. Soon after, the Biſhop called 
a meeting of all the principal perſons i in the iſland, namely, Pedro 
Algava the Governor, the Dean Bermudas, Hernan Peraza, who 
was come thither from Lancerota, with an aid of men and provi- 
ſions, Captain Pedro Hernandez Cabron, Alonzo Jaimes, Standard- 
bearer, Alonzo de Lugo, Ordono Bermudas, Eſtevan Perez de 
Cabitos, Alcalde Major, Alonzo de Valdes, Alguazil Major, and 
many others: when the Biſhop earneſtly exhorted the Governor | 
and Dean to agree and act in concert with Juan Rejon, who was 
returned, by order of the Commiſſioners of the Conqueſt, as Com- 
mander in chief of the forces i in Gran Canaria, which order he 2 
” produced to the aſſembly; but the Governor perceiving that 
5 Juan Rejon had brought no letter or order ſigned by the King, 
he anſwered the Biſhop, that he had ſent Juan Rejon a priſoner 
to his Majeſty, together with the charge againſt him; and that he 
knew nothing of the Commiſſioners of the Conqueſt, nor by what 
authority they took upon them to interfere in the affairs of the 
iſland. The Biſhop replied, that if they had not been properly 
impowered, they doubtleſs would not have dared to ſit or act as a 
council; therefore conjured him to conſider the dignity of the 


members 
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| - | 1 01 ; by means of w 0 ſe great influ- 
eier at court he procured the King s commiſſion, appointing him 
Governor of Canaria, and Captain- general of the forces there, 
| fall power to bring to trial loo! 
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AGREEABLE” to their Majeſties inſtructions, the Governor, 
Pedro de Vera, choſe from among the gentry twelve Regidores &, 

to govern the iſland in civil matters, with a Secretary, Alguazil | 
Major, 'Under-clerks, andMlguazils, with other civil- officers : 

theſe were called the Cavildo. The Biſhop, Don Juan de Frias, 
earneſtly. defired to have his fee removed from Rubicon, in Lan- 
cerota, to the city of Palmas, which he obtained ſome years | 
after, in the dae. of Tope Innocent VIII, to the great 
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„The twelve Regidores were Pedra Garcia de St. Domingo, Fernando. del Pra- 
do, Diego de Sorita, Franciſco de Torquemada, Franciſco de Eſpinoſa, Martin de 
Eſcalante, Alonzo Jaimes de Sotomajor, Pedro de Vurgos the Standard-bearer, Juan, 
de Severio, Juan Malfuente, Juan de Majorga, and Diego Miguel; all of whom 


were employed in the conqueſt. The office of Regidore 1 is much the fame, as. that 
of the T wenty- four defore mentioned. | 
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he had by his wife Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, c 
_ 11 and tiled Count jo Gomera. He ſold the two iſlands for JC 
the rent and juriſdic aſl | 
the uninbabited i | ilands of Alegranza, Lobos, and Santa | 
1. three hun- — 
1ad as Capt ei thereof, 9 
For his ſervices there, he was created | 
Marquis of Lancerota, in the year 1 582; he died in 1586, and — 4 
was ſucceeded by his ſon, alſo called Auguſtin Herrera. i 
| * Philip II of Spain reduced Portugal, with all its dependencies, in ſubjection a 5 4 
to the crown of Spain, and among the reſt the iſland of Madeira. I i uppoſe this | 
| Auguſtin Herrera was ſent, with the three hundred men above-mentioned, to take —_ 
| poſleſſion of it. L imagine it was his ſon whom the Earl of Cumberland intended = — 8 
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8 eimbarkad n on board two veſſẽ re 1 
ort of Iſletes and thoſe from uertaventura, and ſailed = 

omera, where he found Hernand Peraza beſieged i in a tower 5 
by the natives; who, when they faw the ſhips, r raiſed the ſiege, 
and took refuge i in a ſtrong place in the mountains. Pedro de 
era went in 8 of, 4 aud weak chem ou oners. Shoe of en 


ata, > pleaſed 3 bis BF \fter c el ES 
=. nand Peraza began to treat the natives v with great rigour, friend. 
ell! as foes: and not content with the charms of his beautiful ; 


wiſe, Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, he becam e enamoured of a hand- . 

; : ſome Gomeran girl, who lived in a cave in the diſtrict of Guahe- 290 = 
3 Aun, near to which he had ſome corn-fields. When the natives 5 
| underſtood this, they concerted with the pi; how they might 
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ſeire hic. Ske ade 0 ingly made an appointment "with Pera, * 4 
„ at a certain place, to which he came attended on 'by his Gentle- . <2 
* man and Page, Om had endeavoured all they could but in vain, 4 "= 
N lo Ha alupu, an old man, 
| 5 mec reſpected by the natives, was at the head of the conſpiracy. ” 
— * I.᷑: ſeems this man had ſome time before adviſed Hernand Tera e 
| to uſe the Gomerans as his children, and not to treat then 'Y 
ſeverity; which wholeſome counſel fo offended the Governor, 5 - 
that he ever after ſhewed a diſlike and ſuſpicion of him, inſomuch — 
„FF that Pablo imagined his life was in danger from the rr | 
power with which he knew Peraza to be inveſted. Peraz⸗ a found — 
L 5 | his' miſtreſs in a cave, ye er only by an old woman 1 | 
EY 8 accordingly went in to her, ordering his Gentleman and Page to 
E 32 wait for him in another cave at a little diſtance. As ſoon as Ha- 
palupu * and his confederates had notice of his being come, they 5 nl 
| haſtened thither ; on their way they met a relation of the young I 
OS woman 'S, called Hautacuperche, who was greatly offended at Pe- oy 
—__  raza's intrigue with the damſel, and wanted only an opportunity | 
1 bd revenge the affront offered to his family. When he underſtood —& © 
i z ä deſign of ſeizing Peraza, he urged them to make all the „ 
. expedition they could, and not to wait for Pablo, who was —_ 5 
able to keep pace with them; adding, that he would run be- 
1 _ fore them to the mouth of the cave. When the girl heard the + 
| noiſe of people approaching the cave, ſhe told Peraza to put on bo 
His cloaths with all expedition, for that her relations were com- 
ing to take him. Upon which he flipped on a woman's garment, 
' to diſguiſe himſelf, and came running out ; but as he was mak- 
ing off, the old woman cried out, That is the man running 
away in woman's cloaths, ſtop him him! When he heard 


her give the alarm, and found he was s diſcovered, he returned i in- 


8 ® My author ſays, this man's deſign was only to 2pprehend Peraza, but for what 
end he does not mention. | 
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to the cave, 1 « If I am to be taken or killed, it ſhatl not 
be i in a woman's dreſs.” So putting on his own cloaths and coat 


of mail, and taking his target and-ſword, he came te the mouth 
of the cave. Hautacuperche was then ſtanding above, watching 


his coming out, armed with a wooden dart with a long ſpike in 

the head of it; when he. ſaw Peraza, he darted his weapon down 
upon him, which entering between the joints of his armour, 
pierced his neck and went through the midſt of his body; ſo that 
he fell down dead on the ſpot: they alſo killed his Gentleman 
- and Page. 5 When the old man, Pablo Hapalupu, ſaw the Go- 
vernor was killed, he wept bitterly, telling thoſe who were pre- 
ſent, that their wives and children would rue the conſequences 
of this bloody day's work. The old man ſurvived this prophetic 
ſpeech. but a few days. After the death of Hernand Peraza, the 
Gomerans, who were acceſlary to his murder, went to the moun- 
tains to acquaint their countrymen with what had been done, 

rejoicing and crying out in their language, The Ganigo of 
Guahedun is broken! 1 he Ganigo was a ſort of earthen veſſel, 

out of which the natives, when met together to feaſt on public 
occaſions, uſed to eat victuals or drink milk; therefore, ſome of 
them (alluding to that cuſtom) when they ſaw crowds of people 


running to view the dead body of Hernand Peraza, faid that they 
went to drink milk o out of the Sante of Guahedun. 5 


| ' Doxna Beatriz Bobadilla found means to procure the dead | 
body of her huſband, which ſhe immediately interred, and then 
in all haſte retired, with her children and the principal inha- 
bitants of the town, into the caſtle at the port. They were 
| ſcarcely entered the fortreſs, when it was ſurrounded and cloſely 
beſet by the Gomerans, who wanted either to kill or take Donna 
Beatriz priſoner. They blocked up the caſtle many days, and re- 
duced thoſe nt: were ſhut uP in it to very great ſtraits, although 


6 they 
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they were ſecretly ſupplied with neceſſiries by ſome of the inha- 
bitants of the town and by ſome of the natives of che diſtrict of 
Orone. The beſiegers attempted to force their way into the 
caſtle; but thoſe that were within kept them off with ſtones and 
arrows, with which they happened to be well provided. Hauta- 
cuperche was the moſt active among the aſſailants in carrying on 
 *the fiege: he was ſo dexterous that he caught all the arrows 
ſhot at him with his hand as they flew. At length Alonzo de 
Campo ſent Antonio de la Pena to the top of the tower, to en- 
deèavour to decoy him to the bottom of it, near a loop-hole, from 
' whence he might take aim at him with a croſs-bow. This arti- 


 kice had the defired effect, fo that Alonzo de Campo ſhot him dead 


through the loop- hole with an arrow. When the natives ſaw the 
death of Hautacuperche, and knew that Donna Beatriz had ſent 
acvice of the murder of her huſband to Pedro de Vera, they were 
afraid of his return to the iſland, and therefore raiſed the ſiege, 
retiring to a ſtrong inacceſſible place in the mountain. When 


advice of the murder came to Pedro de Vera, he muſtered four 


hundred men, . embarked them on board fix ſhips and barks, - 
and Gailed with them to Gomera, where he found the beautiful 
-widow in the caſtle, ſhe being afraid to venture out, although 
the ſiege was raiſed. Pedro de Vera, after the compliments of 
Condolence, concerted meaſures with her for apprehending and 
2 peniliong the murderers of her huſband. 


Tax ** Mut themſelves up among the mountains, 
in a ſtrong natural fortreſs named Garagonohe, which could not 
be forced. Pedro de Vera, fearing leſt the reſt of the inhabitants 
of the ifland might oppoſe his deſigns, cauſed public proctama- 
tion to be made, commanding all the Gomerans, on pain of death, 
to come to the church, in order to be preſent at the funeral ho- 
nours 's which were to be paid to the remains of Hernand Peraza. 
TI TY 8 They 
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They bete came on the appointed day, without Ig not 


| being conſcious of having done any thing to incur the in 
3 ok of the Spaniards,” and were all made Res 


Tan, Pedro Py Vera warthed Sn thoſe who were in the 
ſtrong! hold of Garagonohe, and at length en ticed them, by fair words E 
5 and promiſes, to ſurrender. He then brought them to the town 
Ff port, where, notwithſtanding his promiſe that he would do 
EE = them no harm, he condemned to death all thoſe of the diſtricts | 
_ of Agane and Orone, who were above fifteen years of age. This 
unjuſt ſentence (for thoſe concerned in the murder were few) was 
executed with great rigour, ſome being hanged, others drowned, 
and others drawn aſunder by horſes. Not content with this fe- 
verity, he cauſed the hands and feet of many of the Gomerans tio 
be cut off, and baniſhed others. A villain named Alonzo de Cota, 
Who was carrying a number of the baniſhed in a ſhip to Lance- 


| dren of thoſe who had been put to death were ſold for ſlaves. 5 
After this horrid maſſacre, Pedro de Vera returned to his govern- 
ment of Canaria. On his arrival there, from information which 

he had received at Gomera, that the natives of that iſland who 1 5 
lived i in Canaria, had ſent to their countrymen in Gomera, ex- 
horting them to murder Hernand Peraza, in caſe he ſhould at- 

tempt to maltreat or diſhonour their wives or daughters, affirming 

that they were reſolved to do the ſame by any one who ſhould 
offer ſuch an inſult to them or theirs in Canaria; on this informa- i 
tion, I fay, he cauſed all the Gomerans reſiding in Canaria to be 
ſeized in one night, amounting to about two hundred, men, wo- 


men, and children: the men he put to death, and fold the wo- 
men and children for ſlaves. 


8 the Biſhop, Don Juan de r rias, heard of theſe GET. 
| ings, he was greatly incenſed at the Governor for his barbarity : 1 


however, 


. rota, threw them. overboard i in the paſſage. i The wives and chil- = 


ow 


however, 10 A 4 bf calmly, expoſtulated with h 
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ptopriety of ſelling Chriſtian, childr en. 1 
that they were not Chriſtians, but. children of infid 6 


4 4 > 


of Hernand Peraza, and who would have murdered, him ale C 


þ 1 


1 


TERS 


To this the biſhop made anſwer . As to vou, you muſt} at laſt 5 00 
appear before God, to anſwer for the bloody maſſacre of theſe EY 
people, the cry of whole. innocent blood hath reached, to heaven; 3 

but as for me, I\ will excommunicate all thoſe who have had or ſhall 

have any hand in ſending thoſe children aut of the iſland.” af Upon Eo EE 
this the Governor told him, that if he gave! his tongue ſuch liberty F 
or continued to talk to him 1 in that frain;he would glap a red- . 7} 
| hot ſcull- -cap on his head. Upon this the Biſhop returned home, pts 
much grieved at the Governor 8 behaviour to him, as well —_— 

his inhuman treatment of the Gomerans, As ſoon as he conve- - - 
niently could, he embarked for Spain, \ where he complained to 

their Majeſties of Caſtille againſt Pedro de Vera, for his unjuſt N 


and cruel behaviour to the Gomerans. 22 5 | GT I, ED = 5 : | 5 
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TuxiR Majeſties, Don Ferdinando and Donna Iſabella, ordered. . . 
enquiry to be made into the cauſe of this complaint; ; which was. 
_ accordingly done; and the Biſhop's accuſation. appeared to be well 
grounded. Upon which the King gave orders to ſet all the Go- | 
meran priſoners at liberty, and that thoſe who. had bought. them, 
chould have a claim upon the. ſellers for their money. e 


—— 


. x bl 7 : : 
— . — 


Tas Biſhop, Don Juan de Frias, died ſoen. after he. Had: per- V 
ſormed this good office for the Gomerans. 1 * ” oj 


— 


% 


My author does not mention the cauſe of the firſt inſurrectiom | : 
of the Gomerans againſt Hernand Peraza; but. we may eafily ob- 
ſerve, by what has been already. mentioned, that his oppreſſion oc-- | 
caſioned the ſecond ;; for the intimacy between the girl. and Pe- 
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Taza was not with her conſent, otherwiſe ſhe While not have be- 


trayed him into the bands of her relations; but he forced h 
it by his ablolute power, Which nd one on the iſland durſt refitt. 

We might here compare the behaviour of John de Betancour 
and that of Pedto de Vera in ſimilar cireumſtances, and obſerve 


the difference: for had the complaint made by Donna Beatriz to 


de Vera been made to John de Betancour, he would have told 


Her, that her hufband had received the due reward of his actions, 
from men ſenſible of their infured honour. But people of nar- 
row minds cannot conceive any other method of ruling thoſe 


whom they call barbarians than by donn, right fe force and ſe- . 
ON Pn | 


e 


40 drive the Moors, are full of ſuch places, his Majeſty thought 


Pedro de Vera might be employed there to good purpoſe. With 
this view he ſent for him, received him graciouſly, and made 
bim a Marthal and Commiſfary of War in Granada, in which he 


| acquired great reputation? but he took his being recalled much 


to heart, ſenſible that the Biſhop's 8 complaints Wen him had 5 


been the real occaſion thereof. 
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bs DE VERA had fix ſons, one ev whom, named Hernando 


de Vera, being diſguſted with theit Majeſties, and blinded by 


paſſion, wrote ſome ſatirical verſes againſt them, which he ſhewed 
privately to ſome of his friends, who again handed them about to 
thers,. till ar length they came to the Gghe of the King and 


p | — Queen, 


2} 


PrpRo DE Vera, a ſhort time er was recated FOG hits! do- - 
vernment, which was partly owing to the complaints. of the 
. Biſhop, and partly to his being an experienced commander in | 
mountainous countries, knowing well how to diſlodge an enemy : 
from ſtrong inacceſlible places, like thoſe of Gran Canaria; and 
ns the mountains of Granada,; from which the King was defirous 


1 


| to Neres % is Fin, where. the, real. 
ibel refided, in order to diſcover the writer. In. 
dere of which enquiry, the Tiniente “* of the town. Was 
convicted, and condemned to loſe his head. in the warket- p ace; 
which ſentence was accordingly put in execution: ſeveral other: 
perſons in Xeres. were baniſhed: the kingdom om the ſame Ws 
count. Hernando. de Vera, having obſeryed the ſtor m gathering 
ſome time before, fled to Portugal but a great ho being of-- 
fered for apprehending, him, he did: not think himſelf fafe in 
that kingdom, and Grandin went to the iſland of Gomera, where: 
he put himſelf under the protection of Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, 
who lay under great obligations to his father, as he had relieved: 
| her when in. diſtreſs hy reſeuing her out of the hands of the Go-. 
merans. But Queen Iſabella having cauſed public proclamation to 
be made, that whoſpever ſhould bring Hernando de Vera priſoner, 
| hould be pardoned of whatever crime he had committed,, and: 
ſhould alſo receive a great reward; Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, | 
Bing. an earneſt defire to return to Caſtille, but not daring to 
attempt it for fear of the Queen's jealouſy, thought ſhe had now- 
found a favourable opportunity of accompliſhing her deſign, and: 
therefore moſt ungratefully ſeized the perſon of de Vera, kept: 
him cloſe confined, and ſome time after embarking on board a. 
ſhip with her valuable prize, ſailed for Spain ; but being forced | 
by bad weather to put. into Madeira, the Portugueze there;. un-- 
derſtanding that Donna Beatriz Bobadilla was carrying a ſon of 
Pedro, de Vera priſoner to Spain,, intreated. her: to. permit: him: 
to come aſhore to refreſh himſelf, out of the regard they had to, 
the memory of his father, whom they knew and reſpectedʒ but 
Donna Beatriz refuſing * requeſt, they got together a number: E 


.+ Ids Tinients, i i. e. Lieutenant, of any town. in Spain, is, the civil magiſtrate: 
next in aner to. the Corregidor. | 


Pg 
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boatdi ing the 
ſhore; Soc 


leg Donna atriz Boba 


isnominy, and che ab 8 a Geribe on of all 150 had heard 
R her black e and juſ appel eb 
De Vera was fo imprudent, ſome time after his arrival 


7 , 


ajeſties 


his ſon': 8 pardon, it Was granted 


* 4 


| | in the garriſon of Mellila, in Bar 


Eo ä Was ſeized; but, by t the aſſiſtance of 
maeeans to eſcape. At length his fat 


l 


. In} ortugal, to quit that kingdom and go to Andaluſia, where 


* 


is relations, found 
| er, repreſenting to t 
is own long and faithful ſervices, and interceding 


B coſt. He accordingly went thither, but died ſoon after. his 


arrival i in that ountry, 


2 


„„ bold, fell ſick, and died at eres de la Frontera, where 


ried, in 


endowed, as a burial- place for bimſelf and all de cr ; 
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T 3 is not poſitiyely known how this iſland came firſt to be 5 ' 
| called Palma. In all probability it received this name from 
- = the Europeans at the time of their diſcovering i it, for the natives 
ad it Wa, which, in their language, ſignifies My 
Country x. When the Europeans firſt landed on this iſland, it . 
produced n no ſort of corn, or eatable roots, excepting the roots of EM 
fern, of which the natives made meal (as the inhabitants of this 
alas gd ſome other of the Canary Iſlands do to this day), and alſo of 
the ſeed of a tree or ſhrub called Amagante. Both theſe ſorts of 
„ meal they ate mixed with milk or broth. Their other ſorts of food 


* When the Spaniards aſked the meaning of the word Benahoare, the natives : 
would naturally anſwer, This Place, our Land, my Country, this Ifland, or our 
Dwelling-place ; but I have reaſon to imagine that it did not literally ſignify My 6 | | 
Country, as I ſhall endeayour to prove in another place, 
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were fleſh of goats, ſheep, and hogs, which they ate e PTY 
or boiled. The ſkins of the two firſt ſerved them for cloathing, 
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and of the latter they made ſhoes. The weapon they uſed in war 


was a ſtaff or pole, ſharpened at the point and Hardened by _ 
H which they e called Moca. TW SOT +, 


— 


Tarr iſland was divided into twelve diſtricts, each of which was 


governed by its own Lord or Captain. But their police was not 
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ſo good as that of any of the other iſlands, for he 1 was eſteemed the - 


clevereſt fellow, who could ſteal with ſuch addrefs as not to be 
diſcovered : if any one happened to be detected in this practice, ; 
no other puniſhment was inflicted on him than being obliged to 
reſtore the thing ſtolen. If a man received an infult from any of 
his own diſtri, he thought it mean to complain of the i injury to 
-— his Captain, but avenged his own cauſe, by gathering together 
huis friends and relations, and retaliating the affront ; aftes which 
they all removed and took up their reſidence in another diſtrict. 
Their manner of worſhip was as follows: in each diſtrict there 1 
vas a great pillar « or pyramid of looſe ſtones, piled up as high as 
poſſible, and ſo as not to fall down. There the natives aſſembled 
on certain occaſions, ſinging : and dancing around the pyramid: 
there alſo they wreſtled and performed other feats of agility. In : 
one of the diſtricts, inſtead of a pyramid of looſe ſtones, there was 
a natural one, being a narrow long rock, upwards of an hundred 
fathoms high *, where the natives worſhiped their god Idafe, 
_ . whoſe name the rock itſelf {till retains. They were in continual 
apprehenſion of its tumbling down; and therefore, whenever they. 
Killed a ſheep or goat, they roaſted a piece of it, which they ſent 


* The Nubian geographer, in the firſt part of his Firſt Climate, ſays, « There 


are on that coaſt ſix iſlands, called the Gs Iſlands, from whence Ptolemy be- 


gins his computation of longitude. , They relate, that in each of the ſaid iſlands 
is to be ſeen a pillar, raiſed of ſtone, of an hundred eubits length, each pillar ſup- 
porting a brazen image with its hand lifted up and pointing backwards. Theſe 
pillars are fix, and one of them, as it is reported, is the idol Cades, which is to the 
weſt of Andaluſia and beyond thoſe no one knows of any habitations. 
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by two perſons as a preſent to the rock. As they went FOR he 

"who carried the offering ſang theſe words, Y Iguida, y Iguan, 
Idafe; which, in their language, ſignifies, « It will fall, 
Idafe.” Upon which the other anſwered in the ſame tone, * 
gerte, y. guantaro, i. e. Give to it, and it will not fall: and 
then threw down the meat, and both went away; when it was 
quickly devoured by the ravens which hovered about: the rock. 


Tux natives held the on and moon in great veneration, keep- 
ing an exact account of time, in order to know when it would be 
new or full moon, or other days of devotion. Beſides the fore- 
mentioned worſhip, they acknowleged. one God in the heavens, 
greater than all, called Abora, whom they adored. My author. 
_ aſſerts, that the devil ſometimes appeared to the natives in the 


: ſhape of a ſhock, dog, whom they called Irvene. They were ex- 


tremely alarmed in time of ſickneſs; ſo that when any one was 
taken ill, he ſent for his friends and relations, and ſaid to them, 
64 Vacaguare,” ns © want to die.” Upon which they carried. 
the ſick perſon to a cave, where they laid him down upon a bed 
of goats ſkins, put a pitcher of milk by him, and then, cloſing 


the mouth of the cave, left him to expire by himſelf. They bu-. 
| Tied their dead in caves, and always- ſpread the ſkins of goats 


under them, ſaying, that it was not Proper chat 4 dead bady - 
ſhould touch the — _ 


Ts! is the als certain account that has been preſerved of the 


cuſtoms of the ancient inhabitants of Palma. As to their lan- 
guage, ſome remains thereof, as well as of thoſe of the other 
ends: may be ſeen in the table at the end of this work. 
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TAL HISTORY OF 


- a p. U. ps 
of the Invafun ef Palma by Hernand Peraza and bis 2 


W have dready related i in what manner the Spaniards were 
baffled in their attempt on Palma, under the command of 
Guillen Peraza, who was himſelf killed in that unfortunate « ex- 
pedition. After his death, his vaſſals in the iſland of Hierro made 
ſeveral deſcents on Palma, to rob and plunder the natives of their 
cattle, and alſo for making priſoners to ſell for ſlaves. In one of 
. theſe expeditions, they took priſoners a man and a woman, the 
| latter of whom was ſiſter to one of the chiefs of the iſland, named 


Garehagua. When ſhe found they were about to carry 1 : 


board their ſhip, ſhe made ſuch a ſtout reſiſtance, that the perſon 


whoſe priſoner ſhe was, found himſelf obliged to have recourſe to : 


his arms to defend himſelf, and to prevent her from getting away, 
bo that in the ſcuffle he killed her. Not long after, the natives 
9 having made peace with the Spaniards of Hierro, a reciprocal | 
trade was carried on between them; and it ſo happened, that 
among other Spaniards that came to trade at Palma under ſanction 
of the treaty, was the perſon who killed the woman. One day, 
as he was talking with Garehagua, he related the adventure, not 
knowing that the woman was his ſiſter: but when Garehagua 
heard the ſtory, and from the perſon's own mouth, he replied, 
6 Your ill fortune has brought you into my hands, that I ſhould 
avenge my ſiſter's death; and ſo ſaying, ſtabbed him inſtantly in 
the belly with a ſtick pointed with goat's horn, and killed him on 
the ſpot, before any one could come to his aſſiſtance. This tranſ- 
action put an end to the truce, and both parties began the war 
afreſh. 


In 
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' In another deſcent of the Hierrons upon this iſland, they met 
with a beautiful woman of a gigantic ſize, named Guayanfanta, 
who fought with great courage and reſolution. This fair war- 
rior finding herſelf ſurrounded on all ſides by the enemy, ſo that 
no way was left for her to eſcape, ſ uddenly caught up a Spaniard 
under her arm, and ran with him towards an high and ſteep pre- 
cipice with a deſign to caſt herſelf and her enemy headlong down 
together; which ſhe would certainly have effected, had it not been 


for another Spaniard, who coming behind her, gave her a wound 5 


in the back part of the leg, which brought her to the ground. 
From this and the foregoing ſtory, a tradition has prevailed, that 
the men of Palma were ſo effeminate and faint-hearted, that the 
war was carried on wholly by the women. 


ther = theſe incurſions upon Palma were make by order of : 
Ber Peraza, ſon of Diego de Herrera, and 1 were in general 
attended with loſs to the invaders. ER ne 


In has already been 8 that Juan Aion failed from Spain 7 
| with a fleet, in order to make the conqueſt of Palma; but this 
expedition was fruſtrated by his death, which happened in the: 
iſland of Gomera, after which his troops failed to Gran Canaria, 
and joined Pedro de Vera. After the conqueſt of that iſland, 
| when Pedro de Vera came to make a diſtribution of the lands, he 
particularly favoured Captain Alonzo F erdinando de Lugo, who: 
commanded the garriſon of the Tower of Gaete, to whom he al- ; 
lotted for his portion all the fertile well-watered lands about. 
that place, which abound in all kinds of fruit-trees, and has more> 
over the advantage of a ſmall but convenient harbour, ſtored with: 
variety of fiſh. But Alonzo, not content with his lot, and 
preferring an active military life to one of eaſe and retirement, 


bold bis fine cſtate, and. went over to Spain, where. be obtained 


from: 
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from their Majeſties a grant of the conqueſt. of Palma and Tene- 


rife. He afterw-ards went to Seville, to provide himſelf with 


ſhips, men, ammunition, &c. neceſſary for the undertaking. Jr 
is related of this captain, that the great expence attending 
theſe preparations having not only exhauſted the ready caſh he had 


procured from the court, but alſo moſt of his private fifties 7 


and that the King, who at that time was in the heat of the war 


of Granada, could not ſpare him any farther ſupply to enable 
him to proſecute. his voyage; chagrined at this diſappointment, | 
he was one day walking i in a penſive manner in the great church | 
at Seville, when he was accofled by a venerable old man, - who 
5 entered into converſation with him, and, after ſome talk, per- 
ſuaded him by no means to give over the intended expedition, 
Wo. that God would certainly be with him and afliſt him in the 
= proſecution. thereof: he then put. his hand behind the cloth of 
an altar, and took out a bag, containing a great quantity of doub- 
| loons, which he gave to him, ſaying, © When they are gone, vou 
ſhall receive more.” Alonzo de Lugo, after having put up the 
: money, looked about for the old man, but he was gone, and be 
never ſaw him afterwards; from all which he concluded, that it 7 | 
was certainly the apoſtle St. Peter, of whom he was a devout 
 -worſhiper. With this money, and the ſum he procured from ſome 
merchants of Seville (more probably indeed the whole) he com- 
pleted the equipment of his fleet, and failed for Palma, where he 
arrived the 29th of September, 1490, and landed at the port of 7 


Taſſacorta, on the weſt fide of the iſland, in the diſtrict of one 
Mayantigo. There he fixed his camp, which he took care to 
fortify ſtrongly before he attempted to proceed further into the 

country, that in caſe of a repulſe or ſurprize he might have a place 


of refuge for his men, and where his proviſion and ammunition 


might be ſecurely lodged, without truſting to the ſhipping, which 


by bad weather might be obliged to put out to ſea, as the ports in 
Palma 


PR rg 1 UH E 0 4 N ARY rs | AND „ . 
| p * N 1 are i open; roads, where ſhips : are expoſed to almoſt all winds: e 
he allo built a chapel, which he dedicated to St. Michael. 1 
ttztis he advanced farther into the iſland, and reduced all the ſouth- ks 
weſt part of it: which he effected not by force of arms, but by - - 
- ; preſents and promiſes, ; for, before his-arrival at Palma, the na- 
"tives of that quarter of the iſland were on good terms with the 
; h "Spaniards of Hierro, who frequently x came and traded at Taſſa- 
= corta. Vokñ ;p? f 
"Pe thence: he went to the norch-ealt fide of the iſland, 15 . 


which is entirely ſeparated from the other by mountains of ſuch 
a prodigious height, that they reach far above the clouds. Here he 
e met with more reſiſtance, becauſe the natives were enraged againſt - 
. the people of Hierro, for the injuries they had done them. When 
he came to the diſtrict 1 in which Guarehagua commanded, he 
found the inhabitants in arms; nor would they be perſuaded to 
ſubmit until he attacked them, in doing which ſome were killed 
and many taken priſoners: 1 theſe he treated with great kindneſs, : 
in order that their countrymen, Teng” his humanity, might be 
induced to lay down their arms. This conduct had the deſired 
effect, the natives no longer oppoſing the Spaniards i in their pro- 
greſs except at a place called, in the language of the iſland, Acer 
& e. a Place of Stage), but by the ee La Caldera. 5 


Bxrokx he went againſt it, he thought proper to return to the | 

camp, to refreſh his troops, who were extremely fatigued. bß 
reaſon of the ruggedneſs of the roads and exceſſive height of the 3 
mountains. After remaining in the camp ſome days, he marched 

towards the Caldera, which is a hill ſhaped in form of a cauldron; 

the outſide very high and ſteep, having two rugged ſteep paſſages 
lead into it; on the inſide it deſcends gradually, and is covered with 

. pelmi laurels, retamas, and other trees; the bottom is a 

: plain 


o 
17 


en T uE RIS TOA T or 
dann deten thirty acres, but the extent of the ſummit is about 
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two leagues. Within the Cauldron ſpring many rills of water, 


hich; uniting together; run down in a rivulet near one of the 


paſſes before-mentioned. By this water-courſe Alonzo de Lugo, 
after attempting the other paſſage in vain, endeayoured to pene- 


trate into the Cauldron, where a great number of the natives were 


aſſembled to oppoſe him, commanded by one of their chiefs, called 
Tanauſe. In this enterprize he was greatly aſſiſted by the natives 


who had already ſubmitted to him; for when he could not pro- 
ceed on his way, they carried him the length of two bow-ſhots 
on their ſhoulders. Had the enemy oppoſed him there, they 
might eaſily have deftroyed his forces ; but being poſted higher, 
_ Alonzo had an opportunity of attacking them on more equal terms, 


which he did with great bravery, but could not force the paſſage; 


for the natives were ſo advantageouſly poſted, and that place be- 
ing their laſt reſource, defended it ſo obſtinately, that Alonzo de 
Lugo was obliged to retreat, and encamp at ſome diſtance from 
the place of action. The ſame evening the natives ſent their old 
people, women, and children, for more ſecurity, to the top of the 
mountain, where they took up their lodgings in the caves among 
che rocks; but the night proving intenſely cold, they were all frozen 
to death, in memory of which event the natives named chat 
pics . (i. e. the Place of F ele, ) 


Sc DE TRE filing 15 little the experience and v va- 


Hour of his ſoldiers availed him in ſuch a place, ſent one of the 
converted natives, named Juan Palma, to Tanauſe, to perſuade 
him to embrace the Romith faith, and ſubmit to the crown of 
Spain, promiſing him and his companions the full enjoyment of 


their liberties and effects. Tanauſe returned for anfwer, that if 
Alonzo would go back to the foot of the mountain, he would 


come next day and make his ſubmiſſion. This Alonzo ww 
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Ne 0 — ag down, and ese canker rer % 8 Eg 
_ the ſirong held, Tanauſe not coming Ho ſoon a Re had promiſedl, _ 
the Spaniards were marching back to their former Ration, when 
met him on his way: the natiyes feeing the 81 
arms and in order of battle, were apprehenſive of ſome 
ous deſign, and would have returned; but Tanauſe aſſured them, 
that as he Bad Alonzo's promiſe, they had nothing to fear. 
But he was miſtaken; for Alonzo, not being aſſured of their in- 
| centions, and fearing they might eſcap back into the Cauldron, - "= 
| | fell upon them, and a very bloody ſkirmiſh enſued, which ended ns 4 
nin che death or captivity of all che natives. Among the priſoners — — 
VV was Tanaufe hirnſeif, who complained bitterly againſt Alenzo for : 
_= “] bis breach of promiſe. The battle was fought on the 3d mo 
” 1491, ſeven months after Alonzo de Lugo's landing on In _ „ 
at Taſſacorte. That day i is celebrated annually in Palma, as a great 
feſtival, in commemoration of the reduction of the whats iſland 
to the obedience of their Catholic Majeſties. Immediately after 
the battle, Alonzo diſpatched a veſſel to n, to carry the ag re- 
able tidings of the conqueſt to their Majeſties, and at the ſame ; 
time ſent over ſore of the chiefs of the iſland, among whom was 
Tanauſe; but he took his being ſent out of Palma fo much to 
Heart, together with Alonzo's breach of promiſe, that he obſti- e 
nately refuſed all manner of nouriſhment and ſtarved himfelf to I 
death; a-thing not unuſual among the natives of Palma, who were 
very impatient under any affliction of body . Ml. 


AFTER the conqueſt of the iſland of Palma, Alonzo de Lugo 
Hailed to Tenerife, taking with him all the troops that could be 
well ſpared. After his departure, certain of the natives, to the 
number of three hundred, from fome motive of diſcontent, aſ- 
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ſembled in a body, and + 


Spaniards and the natives under their government; which n 

Alonzo: de Lugo came to hear, he ſent over one Diego Rodri- 
guez Talavera, a perſon well known to the natives of Palma, 
and perfectly acquainted with their manners, cuſtoms, and lan- 

guage, with orders to reduce them again to obedience. He 
accordingly landed in Palma, having only thirty ſoldiers under his 
command; with whom, the Spaniards already in the iſland, 
| and ſome- of - the natives in whom he could confide, he went in 
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ed-ſeveral aft of ho 


ſearch of the rebels, defeated them'in ſeveral encounters, -and at 


laſt entirely diſperſed them, though not without ſome bloodſhed, 
and the loſs of many of his men; 


after which, to ſtrike a terror 
into the reſt of the natives, he cauſes the chiefs and ringleaders 


of the rebellion to be put to death. This ſeverity had the de- 


ſired effect; for ever ſince the inhabitants have continued faith 
ful and obedient 1 to the crown of Spain. 


0. * K. 1 Ur. 
Oo the aan 7 T berier 15 or Tenerife. | 


| HIS Anand was PRA} Thenerife, or be White Mountain, 
by the natives of Palma; ; Thener, in their language, ſigni- 


| hing a Mountain, and Ife, White: the Pike, or ſummit of The- 
nerife being always covered with ſnow. 


continued to it by the Spaniards ever ſince; but the natives called 
it Chineche, and themſelves Vincheni: how the Spaniards came 


This name has been 


to * them the name of Guanches, i is not known. 


The inbebicants of this iſland were in general of a middle 


ſtature: thoſe who dwelt on the north fide of the iſland were 


much fairer, and had hair of a lighter colour than. thoſe in-the 


ſouthern. 


E 1 E. EH MARY! 18. LA N'D . Wh 
| Ov parts.” A. Man, in their. language, Was called Coran, 
and a Woman, Chamato. A few years before the conqueſt of 
Tenerife, chetd was a prince called Betzenuria, who governed the 
whole iſland: he had nine ſons, who, upon the death of their fa- 
ther, | divided the government equally amongſt them; by which 
means the iſland became divided into nine kingdoms, eight of 
' which: did homage. to Tmobat, the elder brother, who was the 
maſt powerful, being poſſeſſed of the richeſt and moſt fertile 
part of the iſland, being that tract which ſtretches between Oro- 
tava and the brow of the hill above the port of Santa Cruz, in | 
which he could raiſe ſeven. thoufand ighting men. One of the 
brothers, named Acaymo, was King of Aguimar; another, called 
Atguarona, of Abona; and a third, Arvitocaſpe, of Adehe: 1 
names of the other four are loſt, but they reigned i in Tegheſt, 3 
Icoden, Centejo, and Daute. The royal dignity was, in their 
language, called Quebechi, and was elective. In the ſummer the = 
King reſided in the mountains, but in the winter near the ſea-ſide. 
When he changed his place of reſidence, or travelled, the elders | 


= - his tribe aſſembled, and carried before him a ſceptre and a 


lance with : a kind of flag upon it, to give 1 notice of the King' 'Y ap- 
; proach to all. who might be travelling upon the road, that they 
might pay him the cuſtomary homage, which was by proſtrating 
| themſelves before him on the ground, wiping off the duſt from 
: his feet with the corners of their garments, and Kiſſing them. ” 


Taz King was always obliged to marry a perſon who was his 
equal; but if ſuch a one could not be found, he took his own w 
ſiſter to wife, not being permitted to debaſe! his family by a mix- 
ture of plebeian blood. 


Tas natives ee a God, 3 they called by the 
names Achguarergenan, Achoran, and Achaman, which ſignify, 
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in their language, the Suſtainer of the Heavens and the Earth. 
They: alſo-gave him the titles of Achuhuiaban, Aahuhucans, and 
An! i. e. the ny the — and the Suftainer of 2 . 


_ | yy” Wasn they were in — diſtreſz, — b want of rain, 
=_— Kc. they aſſembled in certain places fet apart for that purpoſe, 
with their children and flocks, where they ſat in a cirele on the 
2 ground, weeping and making 2 mournful noiſe, their flocks bleat- 
ing at the ſame time for want of food, for both men and beaſts, 
on theſe occaſions, were debarred all kind of ſuſtenence. No 
man was allowed more than one wife, and they married without 
1 8 any regard to kindred, except that of a mother or ſiſter. They 
could put away their wives when they pleaſed 5 but the children 
of thoſe women who were repudiated were reckoned illegitimate, = 
and could not inherit their father's effects. - They had a cuſtom 
among them, that when a man by chance met a woman alone on 
the road, or in a ſolitary place, he was not to look at, or ſpeak "= 
; her, unleſs ſhe firſt ſpoke to, or demanded ought of him; but to 
turn out of the way: and if he made uſe of any indecent expreſ- 8 
7 ſion, or behaved in an unbecoming manner, he was ſeverely pu- 
niſhed. When their children were born, they were waſhed all 


over with water, by women ſet apart for that office, who were * 
virgins, and never allowed to marry. 


Tur men wore ; _clooks of goats ſkins, dreck and ſoftened i in 
butter; ; . thoſe of the women were longer, and reached down to 
their feet, with petticoats of the ſame Ruff underneath. Both 
=: ſexes frequently anointed their bodies with ſheep's oil, being par- 
24 ticularly lean, and their ſkins very dry. Their language differed. 
„ entirely from thoſe of the other iſlands, and was very guttural. 
Ĩ bey had no iron or other metal among them; and inſtead of i in- 


| Kruments made of theſe, they uſed a black hard ſtone, ſharpened 
LL 7 — ud 
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Theſe + thy called Tavonas. e 1 

Tux had PA 55 — Wendy about * flocks and 
pale which frequently ended in wars. Their offenſive weapons 
were darts, made of the piteh- pine, ſharpened and hardened in the 
fire like thoſe uſed in Gran Canaria. They had alſo a weapon like 
a ſpear, very ſharp, which they called Anepa: and fo dexterous. 
.were they at throwing theſe, that they ſcarce ever miſſed heir 
mark. When an enemy approached, they alarmed the country 
by making a ſmoak, or by whiſtling, which was repeated from 
one to another. This latter method is ſtill in uſe amongſt them, + 
and may be heard at an almoſt incredible diſtance. The inhabi- | 
tants of Tenerife were divided into three claſſes, the nobles, the 
gentlemen, and peaſants : the firſt was called Achimenſey, i. e. of 
or belonging to the King's Houſe or Family, the word for 
King being in their language Menſey, but in ſpeaking to him they 
call him Quevehiera, which ſignifies Vour Highneſs: the ſecond 
rank, namely the gentry or Yeomen, were called Cithiciquico : : 
and the third, Achicarnay. They believed that God created them. 
of earth and water, and that he made as many women as men, 
giving them cattle and every thing neceffary for their ſubſiſtence; 
but that afterwards, they appearing to him to be too few, he 
ereated more; but to theſe laſt he gave nothing; and when they 
aſked him for flocks of ſheep and goats, he told them to go and 
ſerve the other, who would in return give them ſoſtenance; from. 
theſe, fay they, ate deſcended the Achicarnay, or. ſervants... | 


Tazy had a cuſtdm. | that ind the ao or houſe. where ths uf 
band and wife flept; no other perſon was. allowed to fleep. They 
did not he together, but had ſeparate. beds in the fame houſe or; 
cave: thefe beds were made of herbs. or graſs, covered with goats 
3 | ſkins 
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Tuxkr were among them artificers who dreſſed FLY ſkins | 
and made their garments ; potters, who made earthen veſſels; 
and carpenters, who wrought in wood: theſe were paid for their 
labour in fleſh, barley, or roots. The natives of Tenerife were 
very neat and cleanly; they waſhed their hands and faces when- 
eyer they aroſe from ſleep, or when they ſat down to eat, and 
after they had eaten. Their food was the fleſh of goats and ſheep, 
boiled or roaſted ; and this they ate alone, and not like the Eu- 

: ropeans, with the addition of bread or roots. They alſo ate barley- 
meal, roaſted and dreſſed with butter ans milk; this diſh they 
called Ahorer. After eating, they did not drink for the ſpace of 
half an hour, as they imagined that drinking cold water immedi- 
ately after eating warm victuals ſpoiled and hurt their teeth. They : 
had no other cattle but ſheep and goats. Their grain was wheat 
and barley; ; the former they called Triguen, the latter Taro. A 


ſheep they called Ana, and a | Ara. "IF had Uttle dogs, 
which — called Cancha, 


Tur men oo the 0 for ſeed, by Wan it with 
wooden hoes, and the women ſowed the ſeed. Their ſeed-time 
was in the month of Auguſt, which they called Veneſmer. They 
| had beans and peas or vetches, all which they called Hacichei. 

Milk they called Ahof; butter, Oche; and melaſſes, Chacer- 
quen, which they made of mocanes, called in their language Voja. 
The method of making it was this: when the mocanes were ripe, 
they expoſed them three or four days to the ſun; then bruiſed or 
maſhed them, and boiled them in a quantity of water till it 
was almoſt all evaporated; then they ſtrained the remainder through 
- fort of fieve made of ruthes, ane preſerved it as a medicine in 


fluxes 
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| fluxes. and e which were in the iſland. When 


they were troubled with acute pains, 1 drew blood from the. 
part affected with lancets made of Tavonas or harp 1 ſtones. 


= Tazin wars, ahigbeen obſerved ber, were genemhy about the 
boundaries of their lands and paſture. The women attended theman = 
thoſe occaſions, with proviſions, &c. and in.caſe Any « of the men were 
killed, they carried off the dead, and interred them 1 in caves.. When 
any perſon died, they preſerved the body in this manner: firſt they 
carried it to a cave, andftretched it on a flat ſtone, where they opened 
it, and took out the bowels; then twicea day they waſhed the porous 
1 parts of the body, viz. the arm-pits, behind the ears, the groin, 
between the fingers, and the neck, with cold water: after waſh-, 
ing it ſufficiently, they anointed thoſe parts with ſheep's 8 butter, and e 
ſprinkled them with a powder made of the duſt of decayed pine- 
trees and a ſort of bruſh-wood which the ON call Breſſos, 5 
| together with the powder of pumice · tone; let the 
body remain till it was perfectly dry, when the relations of the | 


| deceaſed came and ſwaddled it in ſheep or goat ſkins dreſſed ; 


girding all tight with long leather thongs, they put it in the cave 
which had been ſet apart by the deceaſed for his burying-place, 
without any covering. The King could be buried only in the 
cave of his anceſtors, in which the bodies were ſo diſpoſed as to be | 
known again *. There were particular perſons ſet apart for this 
office of embalming, each ſex performing it for thoſe of their own. 
During the proceſs * watched the bodies very ſtrictly, to ue 


* Not many years ago, two of thoſe embalmed bodies were taken out of a cave: | 
they were entire, and as light as cork ; but quite freſh, and without any diſagree- 
able ſmell. Their hair, teeth, and garments were all ſound and freſh, About 
two years ago, I employed ſome of the natives of Tenerife to go into one of thoſe 
caves (which are "almoſt ſinacceſſible) to try if they could find any of thoſe 
bodies ; they brought me ſome bones, pieces of goat-ſkin garments, &c. and a ſcull 


with ſome hair upon it, which was black and lank ; the garments were 22 freſh, 
and had the hair upon them. ' 


vent 


* 


time of their watching. 


fixact an ſome large plain in the il 
of which they phaced a large and high 


| fide thereof ſeveral others of inferior fine and height, + On the 47 
appointed for holding the court, the King (who was always pre- 


ſent on theſe oecaſions) was ſeated :6n the high ſtone, and the 


Principal olders of the diſtrict on the leſſor ones, according to their 


ſeniority; and in this manner they heard and-decided cauſes. When 
any one was ſentenced to corporal puniſhment, he was laid flat on 
the ground, the King delivering the ſtaff or ſcoptre, which he 
always carried with him, into the hands of ſome pe | 


from his preſence. For murder, the King took away the criminal's 


eattle and effects, and gave them to the relations of the deceafed, and | 
| baniſhed the murderer from that diſtrict; but at the ſame time took 
bim under his protection, ſo that the friends and relations of the 
deceaſed might not de him any hurt. They never puniſhed any 


perſon with death, faying that i it belonged to-God alone to take 
away t that life which he gave. e 


* 


Tur natives of this did not worſhip idols, nor had any 
images of the Deity. Beſides the names they gave to God already 
mentioned, they called him Guararirari (i. e. Poſſeſſor of the 
World), Atguaychafunatuman (i. e. Poſſeſſor of Heaven), Atu- 
man in their language ſignifying Heaven: after the conqueſt, 
they called the Virgin Mary, Atmaycequayarirari, the Mother of 
him who poſſeſſes the Word. _ — 


. . Pune 


| Dork manner of holding their courts of ea was as 


* 


him to give the offender ſuch a number of blows therewith as he 
t his crime merited, and then commanded him to be taken 


- 
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1 I Tazy had a cuſtom among them, that when one perſon went to 

the houſe of another, he did not attempt to enter in, but fat on a 

None at the door, and either whiſtled or ſang till ſome one came 
out and defired him to walk in. ' Whoever obſerved not this: ce 

remony, but entered into another perſon's houſe without being in- 

vited, was liable to puniſhment, as * reckoned it a * 425 25 
affront. | 


Tuxv had a wonderful facility. in counting the number of their 5 
ſheep and goats when iſſuing tumultuouſly out of a fold, with- 
out ſo much as moving their "yy or nn to them with their 


1 fin, gers. 
<C. * A ** . 


of the miraculous Tmage of our Lach of c. * ” the I 
| Jealing away and reforing it, with the Con nſequences there. : 


IN the foregoing part of this hiſtory it was obſerved in what. 
<4 manner the Spaniards of Lancerota came to underſtand there 
was an image of the Virgin Mary i in Tenerife. Diego de Herrera 
then, having in Lancerota ſome Guanches, who knew the place : 
where it was, he went with them to Tenerife in ſearch of it, : 
where, by means of a treaty of peace with the King of Gui- 
mar, he landed, and his Guanches ſecretly conveyed the imaga 
on board his ſhip; ; which when he received, he ſailed with it 
for Lancerota, where the valuable prize was received with 
great demonſtrations of j joy: they carried it in ſolemn proceſſion, 

at which were preſent all the people of the iſland; and afterwards 
depoſited it in the church of Rubicon with great care and reve- 
. rence. How it came to Tenerife, is not certainly known; but 
it would peur. as it was found on the ſea-ſhore, that it had been 


See the Deſcription of the Canary Inands. a 
N on 


_ ” 


nen ee e and o den 
aſtwre by the waves. The Spaniards relate mumy wonderful ant 


fabulous ſtories of this image: ohe of which is ſo interwoven with 
the thread 6f this hiſtory, that we cannot omit it, and is as fol- 


lows. After the imuge had been placed on the altar of the church 


in Lancerota, it was found every morning with its face turned to 


the wall, notwithſtanding i its being daily replaced i in its proper po- 
ſttion; this ſtruck the people with a great panic, who endeayoured, 
with many prayers and ptoreſſions, to remova'this uncommon ap- | 
pearance of diſpleaſure in the image, but to no purpoſe. Where | 
_ Diego de Herrera and Donna Ignes Peraza, thinking it was 
not the will of God that the i image ſhould remain in Lancerota, 
reſolved to reſtore i it to the natives of Tenerife. Accordingly Her- 
rera went with ſome vellels, and anchored' in a port, where the — 
| King of Guimar came to meet him, at the head of a great num- 
ber of armed men, thinking he was come, as at other times, to 
plunder and carry off the natives and cattle ; ; but when he heard 
Herrera declare that he was come only to return the i image, he 
Was greatly amazed, and would not believe him till he produced bi 
| thei image before them upon which ſome of the Guanches ran 
wh all ſpeed to the cave where it was wont to ſtand, but not 


finding it there, they returned, and acquainted the King and the 


reſt, who all ſet up a moſt doleful cry, earneſtly intreating Her- 


rera to return them their image, which he did with great chear- 
: fulneſs, being much ſtruck with, and edified by, the appearance of 
ſuch devotion and regard i in the Guanches to the Virgin. Before 


he returned to Lancerota, they, as a mark of gratitude, preſented - 
him with as many ſheep and goats as loaded his ſhips, and toge- 


ther with this, free liberty to ſend veſſels to trade with them. 
At that time Herrera enquired of the natives whether they had 


miſſed the image from the cave while it was at Lancerota? To 
which they replied, that it was ſeen. 1 in the cave daily until his 


+ — | = arrival ; 
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_ Arcival; and moreover, that in that time it oſten went. and! Viſite 
dhe King and ſome of the Guanches. My author Gays this 
have been ſaws: angel. ſent there to repreſent the image ig its ab- 
fence, forthe conſolation of the natives, and the honour and glory 
of the wot holy Vigi Mary. 


Schaz a after this, Sancho Hewes went to Tenekife 
"with ſeveral ſhips, well manned, to try if apy method could be 
found to bring the iſland under ſubjection by means of the treaty 
of peace and commerce which Diego de , his father, had 


. 
Wren oro — 


— . — — 


ſettled with the er of Guimar, - DE COMET kr 
Tuts prince, in return for the good -will Dingo had hen 
| him i in returning the image, gave conſent that, Sancho Herrera 
| ſhould land and build a tower or fort at the port of Anaſo, now 
Called Santa Cruz, which Herrera pretended was for the benefit 
of commerce, and to cement the friendſhip between : 
; tions. In order to prevent quarrels or diſputes between them, 
ſeveral wholeſome laws were made and agreed on, particularly the 
following; that if any perſon of the one nation did an injury to one 
of the other, the delinquent was to be delivered to the offended 
party, to be puniſhed as he might think proper. Some time after 
"concluding this treaty, and the building of the tower, it happened 
that ſome 1 carried away a parcel of ſheep belonging to 
the Guanches; complaint of which being made to Herrera, he 
delivered up the ee to the King; who, after ſeverely re- 
_ primanding the inſtead of putting them to death according to 


agreement, generouſly ſent them back to Herrera. It was not long 


before the Guanches did ſome injury to the Spaniards, who mak- 


ing complaint thereof to the King, he cauſed the delinquents to 


be delivered to Sancho Herrera; but he, forgetful of the example 
of * and generoſity which the King of Guimar had ſhewn 
3 2 BET him, 


two na- 
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=o . ix m, cauſed them all to be hanged up. When this: was matte 5 
. 5 : n to the King and'the"Guanches, they were 
Hh TOS f ich at this ungenerous dehaviout, a reſolved to drive the 
aniards out of the iſland, and to raze the fort to the ground: 
all which they performed, and put the whole garriſon to death, | 
j 7 except five, who had the good luck to get to the ſhips in the port, pe. 333 
: on board one of which Sancho Herrera happened to be at the tine 
Ff the attack, and from whence he was ſpectator of the deſtruc= 
tion of his fort, and the death of his people, without being abe 
to prevent the one or aflift the other. So that after taking ſo 

not much pains to no purpoſe, he was obliged to return to Lancerota. : 
1 Alfter this miſcarriage. of Sancho Herrera, no farther attempt was _ - 
EZ, = made upon Tenerife, until Alonzo de Lugo undertook the con- E's Mo 
mn aueſt of it, after he had completed the reduction of Palma; when 
leaving a ſufficient number of men on that iſland to keep all things 

5 quiet, he embarked with a thouſand veterans and ſome horſe, 
. and equipped, in order to ſubdue the iſland of Tenerife. 
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HE armament from the illand of Palma, commanded by 
3 Alonzo de Lugo, arrived at the port of Anaſo on the 3d 
„„ day of May, 1 493. which day, among thoſe who profeſs the 
„„ Romiſh religion, is the feſtival of the Holy Croſs, and on this ac- 


count Alonzo de Lugo named the port Santa Tis, which name 
. ill retains. 0 8 


% 


* f 
F p 1 


DI1SEMBARKING his troops, he marched up the high and ſteep 
mountain above the port, on the top of which commences the 


plain now called the Laguna, and where the City of that name 
—_— 


< F | 


rar de, *.. ame to a bun, where is now 
n on n King of Gates, tot the Kings bf Kwan, 
 Adehe, and Abona, with whom he entered into a league. They 
informed him of the ſtrength of Ventomo, King of Taora, who 
was then at war with all the Kings of the iſland: having receiv i 
this intellige 
met him with only three hundred choſen men, and demanded 


what he wanted of him? Alonzo de Lugo told him he came only 


to court his friendſhip, to requeſt. him to embrace Chriſtianity, 


and become a vaſſal to the Ling of Spain, ho would — 


* 


many: favours on him. tr IOET £0 


To this: the: King of nw replied, that as to ("Ys pro- 

poſal of peace and friendſhip, he accepted it moſt willingly, 
and would furniſh him with any thing he wanted, and that the 
iſland could afford, either for his uſe or refreſhment ; ; for none 
ſhould ever have reaſon to ſay of him, that he rejected or de- 
i ſpiſed the proffered friendſhip of any man: a but as to embracing 
Chriſtianity, he did not know what he meant by that. In-an- 
ſwer to his becoming a vaſſal to the King of Spain, he ſaid, he 
knew him not, neither would he, who was fre- born, ſubject 
himſelf to any man; but as he had all his life-time been free, 0 
he intended to die. Having thus anſwered Alonzo's propoſals, 
he left him, and went to his own diſtrict. Alonzo de Lugo de- 
ſpiſing Ventomo sanſwer, marched forward, and encamped at a place 
called Aguere, fr m whence he made inroads into the country, 
imagining from what had been told him of the King of Taora, 


that if he once conquered that chief, the reſt of the iſland muſt 
ſubmit at once. So paſſing by the diſtricts of Anago, T acoronte, and 
Tegueſte, without meeting with any reſiſtance, he came to Orotava, 


x then called by the natives Aracifapale, where he made a great — 
booty 


nce, he 1 matched towards him. The King of Taora 
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of them to his brother, with orders to band the e 
their retreat in the narrow and difficult paſſes, that they might 


— of entitle ;/ i which . retu 
tomo aſſembled his three hundred men, a 


be detained until ſueh time as he could draw together the reſt of 
| His forces to attack them. Accordingly, as the Kaas were 
paffing a narrow defile, ſurrounded with high cliffs or moun 
the three hundred Guanches, who lay in ambuſh, gave a alot 
| ſhout and whiſtle, and then fell on them with ſuch fury that they 
put them entirely to the rout, for the Spaniards could make 1 no 
uſe of their cavalry in that place, on which they much depended, 
nor avail themſelves of the ſuperiority of their numbers; #Y that = 
there was no remedy but in a precipitate flight, The Guanches 
purſued them cloſely, making great ſlaughter of the fugitives. The 
King's brother having ſat down upon a ſtone by the way-ſide to 
"reſt himſelf, being much fatigued, Ventomo came up to him 
with the forces he had gathered together, and ſeeing his brother 25 
| fitting there by himſelf, he reprimanded him ſeverely ; ; but the 
ether replied with great coolneſs, © I have done my part in van- 


quiſhing the enemy, now the butchers are doing theirs 1 in killing D 
them.“ In this battle the greateſt part of Alonzo's army periſhed, 6 
and as the place where it was fought lay near Centejo, it was 
| called la Matanſa de Centejo, i. e. the ſlaughter of Centejo, which 
name it ſtill retains. In this action the Spaniards loſt ſix hundred 


| men, and Alonzo de Lugo himſelf narrowly eſcaped : in the battle 
he was knocked off his horſe by a blow with a ſtone on his mouth, 
which beat out ſome of his teeth; and as he lay on the ground he 
was ſurrounded by ſome Guanches, who killed his horſe, but 
he himſelf was bravely defended by Pedro Benitez, ſurnamed the 
One-eyed, who reſcued him out of their hands, -and gave him 


another horſe, which he mounted, and eſcaped with ſome of his 


_ to the port, where the ge received them-on board, and im- 
mediately 
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| collected | togather their ſcattered troops, and refr 


not pretend to land again, 3 | 
1 8 two battles * of ſeven hi 


his troops to Gran Cre where 
and his men were hoſpitably received by his old friends, who 


1 bim all we aſſiſtance 3 in their W e From tl nce he ſent to 


im with! money in his 
, , whic 


he returned with the remains 


. 


time che Duke of Medina les, ſent Hoy carvels, having on board 
ſix hundred and fifty men and forty horſes, commanded by Barto- 
= Eftupinan : : Tones Peraza, widow of Diego de Herrera, alſo 


m a reinforcement troops from Lancerota. 
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the Con queſt. 
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Loxzo Dx Lugo now found himſelf at the head of a thou- 
ſand foot and ſeventy horſe, all completely armed. With 
theſe forces he embarked in the ſix carvels and other veſſels: Juan 
Melian de Betancour, ſon-in-law to Don Alonzo Jaimes de Soto- 
major, went as Alferez, or Standard-bearer, to the expedition, 
carrying the ſtandard of Gran Canaria. The fleet arrived at Santa 
Cruz, where the greater part of the forces landed, and marched di- 
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I ceeding” forward to Taora, in two divif Zh 
? 1 the army of the Guanches, being the united deep af the ”Y nd, 
. with whom they had many encounters. But the natives, ſcein; 8 the 
number and good order of the Spaniards; the precautions they t 
in avoiding ambuſcades and difficult paſſes, and conſidering the 
| ſmall ſucceſs they had had in their frequent ſkirmiſhes with them, 
aAlncd alſo, that notwithſtanding the great blow they gave them 
V Centejo, they returned in ſo ſhort a time, and with ſo formidable 
an army; they began to think ſeriouſly of treating witk them; 
p -. Ano aſſembling all the chief men of the iſland, they ſent to 
2 5 5 Alonzo de Lugo to beg a truce, in order to have a conference with 
him; which he immediately granted. They accordingly came, 
and were received with great ane and nobly entertained. The7ß 
then demanded of him, what motives had induced the 8 paniards to 
' Invade the iſland in that hoſtile manner, diſturbing the repoſe of 
5 the inhabitants, plundering them of their cattle, and carrying the 
people i into captivity, without having received any provocation from 
them; and deſired alſo to know on what pretenſions he continued 
to make war upon them? To all which Alonzo de Lugo replied, 
that he had no other deſign than to make them become Chriſtians, 
and ſerve God in a right manner; which if they would conſent to, 
he would ſuffer them to remain in the quiet and peaceable poſſeſſion 
of their lands, cattle, and other effects. The Guanches, after 
taking this propoſal into conſideration, came to Alonzo de Lugo, ; 
and told him they were willing to become Chriſtians : whereupon 
all the Guanches then preſent were immediately baptized; and for 
ſeveral days after, others came in from all parts of the iſland, until 
i ſach time as all the inhabitants of the iſland had received baptiſm. 
This ſudden revolution gave great joy to Alonzo de Lugo, who now 
ſaw the whole iſland reduced without bien for which he 


gave 
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I Hans: quieted the natives,! and Sede u the guivernazedt: on 
r. plan, he went through the iſland in queſt of a proper place 
ing a city. At length he made choice of a ſpot in the 


plain of Laguna, where he laid the foundation of a city on the 2 5th 


day of July, 1495, being 8 St. Chriſtopher's day, and 
called it St. Chriftobal de 1a Jag 
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bis troops, where, in gaſe of any diſaſter befa 


. of any i in the Canary Iſlands, 


1 . 4 


5 Arrzx the reduction of N malt of hs. officers and 
ae returned to Spain. To thoſe who choſe to remain in the 
iſland, Alonzo gave lands for their maintenance: and ſent advice 
to Caſtille, to their Majeſties, Ferdinando and Iſabella, of what he 
had done, who were highly pleaſed with the news of the conqueſt | 


of all the Canary Illands, which had coſt them ſo much blood and 


2 * 


treaſure, but were now, with the kingdom of Granada, by annexed : 


3 2 


to the crown of Caſtille : : fo that the Italians, French, and 
other Europeans could no longer upbraid the Spaniards \ with going 


into foreign climes in ſearch of countries to conquer, while they. 
could not expel the Moors from their own. 
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Kine Ferdinando appointed Alonzo de Lugo * * Governor of 


the iſlands of Tenerife and Palma, with the title of Lieutenant- 
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na. When he landed at. Santa 
Crna, he left ſome people there to erect a fort, for the ſecurity of 
ling them, ſuch as 
that they met with at Matanza de Centejo, they might have a place 
of refuge to fly to. This town of Santa Cruz i is now become the 
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Major: : the Jurados were Nane de Alvottes, 1 v5. 4 Ve. 
dajos; and the place of Clerk of the Cavildo was given to Alonzo 
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„ Hier Death. Alonzo de Lugo diueſted of the Government of 1 Hier- © 
LC 2." Gomera, and baniſhed thoſe Handi. . 


| = ; Crueltier of Donna Beatriz Boba Ilha. She marries Alonzo de Lugo. 
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F 5 


8 has already been obſrrred in the courſe of this hiſtory, | = 
Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, after the eſcape of her priſoner, the 
poet Jernando de Vera, returned back with ſhame to her'ifland of 
Gomera. It ſeems, before ſhe went on that unſucceſsful expedition 


the had left her ſon in charge of Alonzo de Lugo, and had entered . 


into a contract of marriage with him, which was to be conſum- 


6 mated on her return from Caſtille. Accordingly, after the con- 
_ queſt of Tenerife, he came to Zomera, where they. were married. a 
From thence they went to reſide in Tenerife: but before that time, 
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a+ Gran: Canaria, although his anceſtor was the very perſon who brought the natives : 
of Tenerife to embrace the Ramiſh faith. — — N 
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wide. ; When We came to Keen ears, ſhe fant Ha his pri⸗ 
2 > je and bringing him to confeſs what he had ſaid, 
dire him b Dinner and 


from ſome of her vaſſals in Gomer 2, abbot Mins, 
3 had left togovern the illand, of adefign of rebelling againſt 
her, and delivering the iſland to Sancho Herrera, her firſt huſband's 
brother, and Lord of Lancerota and Fi wertaventure, with whom | 
ſhe had ſome diſputes concerning the inheritan 
Gomera and Hierro. On the receipt of theſe letters ſhe bettet 
privately, with thirty men, and landed in Gomera; with theſe ſhe | 
entered the tower, and ſent for Hernand Munos. When he came, 
ſhe commanded her people to ſeize his ſword, and charged him 
with treaſon; which accuſation confounded him greatly: but being g 
po conſcious of his i innocence, and under no obligations to her, he 
? ſtrenuouſly denied the charge, aſſerting that he was no traitor. - En- 
raged by her ſuſpicions and the firmneſs of his anſwer, ſhe ordered 
her chen to hang him in the ſquare of the tower, without making 
any farther enquiry into the matter; and then returned to Tenerife, 
leaving ordets for his i interment near the grave of her firſt huſband. 
The widow of the deceaſed Munos went immediately to Spain, to 
make complaint againſt Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, for the murder of 
her huſband and the many abuſes and acts of injuſtice ſne had com- 
mitted in the iſland : in conſequence of which ſhe was ordered to 
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wo ſee her native willingly obeyed the ſurttit6ns, „ 


he huſband, Mr de Lugo, uſed all His enthvas | Y tade 
er 7 : Js! 1 . A e 
ber from going to Span 7171... and 4d Re! 
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of deem and + Fieneſhip tp the id labels, 
at Medina del Campo: owever, ſoon after Don 


morning found dead in-her bed; 'Y but to what cauſe the ſuilllenneſs N 


of her death was owing, no one pretended to know. The Queen 
cauſed her to be interred with great pomp. She left a ſon with 
Alonzo de Lugo, named Guillen Peraza, whom ſhe hal by her firſt 
huſband, Hernand Peraza: he was heir to the iflands Hierro 
and Gomera, and ſtiled Conde de la Gomera, being the firſt perfore. 
Who had the title of Count i in the Canary Iflands. When this youth. 
attained the age of fourteen: years, he applied to his father-in-law to- 
put him in poſſeſſion of the government of his two iſlands; but was: 
put off from time to time with frivolous excuſes and pretences that- 
he was too youn g to govern them. Being at length tired with repeated: 
applications to no purpoſe, he became very uneafy, made com- 
plaint privately to ſome of his intimates, one of whom was Alonzo» 
del Campo, a man of great refolution, who, correſponding with 
ſome others, ſecretly prepared a bark, and then went with Guillen 
Peraza to Alonzo de Lugo, and in a formal manner demanded the 
| furrender of the government of the two iſlands into the hands of 
Guillen Peraza, to whom of right it belonged. Alonzo de Lugo 
anſwered, that he would, in a proper time, quit the adminiſtration 
of them in his favour, but could not think of doing i it till ſuch time 
as Guillen Peraza might be better qualified, by age and experience, 
to manage ſuch 1 important buſineſs as the government of his eſtates. 
FT his anſwer being no "oy itiafietory' to Guillen or the con< 
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had no force at 
merous and ref that Is and G. 
an inveterate hatfed, o on a account t of his > compenaning: his wife 
hjuſtice ſhe exer- 
ciſed in | Qaitivn 3 on \ theſe eee bs acquieſced, and em- 
arked withotit making any reſſſtance. As ſoon as he was on u board, 
the bark failed Tor Tenerife. © This Aloftzo de Lug 5 loſt he go- 
vernment of the iſlands of Hierro and Gomera, which were after- 
K Peraza, their law: maſter, to 
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a Id Y ſays, c T ere N no inhabitants i in the Fortunate 
« Tflands.” And in another place he fays, «In Canaria 
e veſtiges of buildings, which teſtify that it was for- 
. meriy inhabited. rt 
e $ Dirt Iſlands were alſo peopled, according to 
his account of them ; for he ſays i in one place, © The ſoil is ſo 
5 abundantly fruitful, that it produces ſpontaneouſly plants and 
44 fruits, for uſe and delicacy, ſufficient to anſwer the wants and 
edelight the palates of the inhabitants.” Deſcribing the tem- 
perature of the climate, he ſays, „ It is firmly believed even by 
the barbarous natives themſelves, that this is the ſeat of the 
« Bleſſed.” „„ =. 5 5 
| Ir theſe iſlands were formerly inhabited, what became of the 
© natives afterwards? for Madeira and Porto Santo, when diſcovered 
| | by the Portugueze, were utterly deſtitute of inhabitants. It muſt 
have been owing to ſome uncommon event, that all theſe people 
1 55 abandoned their native country, without ſo much as leaving a ſingle 
5 mi behind. But if they periſhed i in the iſlands, it is ſtill more 
extraordinary 3 


lence, or any oth — lf 1 may Fig adobe TC at 
the cauſe of this depopalation, e maſt obſerve that almoſt two 
thirds of each of the Canary Iſlands are nom covered with caleined 
rocks, pumice-ſtones, and black duſt or aſbes, which have for- 
b merly been throwen out from volcanos, the remains of which are ; 


CRE Iyer SEEING. 


Ido not think iriniprobadle, that mau the gadves might have 
been deftroyed by thoſe violent eruptions; and that the remaindet 
being terrified, abandoned their country, and went in queſt of 

new habitations: but where they went, is a queſtion not caſily 
| folved; though ſome writers aſſert, that Gy — over to Ame- 


7 rica: 2 but this 3 1s mere . 


| FRoM two paſſages i in the Nubian 8 it world bens 
chat there were inhabitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or 
Porto Santo, ſome time after the conqueſt of Spain by the Moors, 
| and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Liſbon, in 


1147. Of this the reader may Judge for himſelf, as I ſhall here 
tranſeribe thoſe babe., 1 | 8 


Pane 2 Of * Third Climate; e * this. fon i 18 alſo the ian ; 


« of two brothers, magicians ; the one of which i is called Sciar- 
$6 raham, and the other Sciaram. 5 | 1 


2 Tuts port is oppoſite to Aſafi 35 EET is at. ſo- frnall a diſtance 
from it, that, when the air on the ſea is clear and free from 


m7 | 


+ 


* That this is Azaſfi in Barbary is beyond all doube, as may be ſeen by what be 
fays thereof in the deſcription of the kingdom of Morocco : althgugh Porto Santo is 
not ſo near the continent as he repreſents. it; yet it is exactly, ag he ſays, fronting 


. clouds, 


Aſah, or oppoſite to it, 


| HE 4¹ 1 TORY) or 1 

| i IC a imclke an the cov in ent. 2 Fbetr An ue 
1 iſland of-ſheep, which is large and covered with 
1 a dark cloud es in which! Aland are innumerable ſheep, but 
| 28 ſmall, and their fleſh extremely (bitter: to the taſte; and un- 
ti fit for food: and this dikewiſe _—_ from. thexrelation of thi 
40 Ae 2 0 br de ein 21104 nen Nun 
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Par L of the Fourth Climate. 0 e to Liſbon (otich 
<c 18 ſituated on the coaſt of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of 
de the river is the caſtle. of Almaaden (of treaſüre), ſo called from 
gold which is thrown out after a ſtorm at ſea. From Liſbon ' 
<< went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), „ who attempted the 
% Dark Sea, to make diſcoveries: and from them a path in the 


* town, not far from the lake, takes its name, ae it will 
1 retain to Halen ages. n ont 


1 4 
24 4 1 F 


6 . this i is- hole hiſtory. Eight men, who were < ufs, ü 
having built a merchant- hip, and provided it with water and 
| neceſlary proviſions for ſeveral months, began their voyage as 
ſoon as the eaſt wind began to blow: and when they had ſailed 
almoſt eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laſt to a 
certain ſea, whoſe thick waters had a diſagreeable ſmell, where . 
there were many rocks and a duſky light: wherefore, being 
afraid of certain ſhipwreck, they altered their courſe, and ſail- 
* ing twelve days to the ſouth, - they landed upon an iſland 
© ſheep, or cattle, where innumerable flocks ſtrayed without a 
ſhepherd or guide. Here they found a fountain of running 
* water, which was | over-ſhadowed by a wild big-tree, - And 


. Ai abs ts to the RA or end that bed Madeira, when diſ- 
covered by the Portugueze, and which made them afraid to venture near it. The 
| Iſlands Tenerife, Palma, and Madeira appear at a diſtance (when the trade-wind 

2 85 like thick dark clouds. Madeira was full of woods when diſcovered, which 
mo doubt attracted the vapours, and made 1 it appear more gloomy. 


"2 * having 
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« havidg caught ſome ſheep, or cattle, they killed them; ; bit | 
* perceiving their fleſh ſo bitter that it could not be eaten, they 


. only took their ſkins. After this, failing alſo twelve days at 


the ſouth, they deſcried at a diſtance a certain iſland, and ſee- 
, ing habitations and cultivated lands, they ſailed near to it, to 


.* make farther difcoveries. But not long after, they were ſur- 


% rounded with boats, taken priſoners, and conducted, together 


with their ſhip, to a certain town ſituated on the ſea-coaſt; 


% where when they arrived they ſaw reddiſh 'men, with thin 
« and long hair, and tall i in ſtature ; the women were alſo ſur- | 
% prizingly beautiful. They were kept there for three days, i in a 
«certain houſe; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and 
, aſked them, in Arabic, concerning their condition, for what 
„they came, and to whom they belonged? When they had 
ve told him all their ſtory, he promiſed happy things to them, _ 
and at the ſame time told them he was the King 8 interpreter. 
08 Wherefore, the next day, being brought to the King, and inter- 


1 rogated by him about the ſame things which the interpreter 


« had aſked, they told the King the ſame, tory which they had 
« told the interpreter the day before; that they had ventured to 
2 to diſcover whatever was remarkable or wonderful in 
60 , and to penetrate to its utmoſt bounds. The King hearing 
1 hi things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, Tell theſe 
„men, that my father commanded ſome of his ſubjects to fail 
« this ſea; and they failed by its breadth a whole month, fo that 
< the light failed them altogether, and ſo their voyage was vain 
and uſcleſs. Moreover, the King commanded the interpreter 
« to promiſe good things in his name to theſe people, and to 
er bid them them put their confidence in him. They were then 


conducted back to the place of their confinement, and detained ' 
« there till the weſt wind began to blow. Then being put in- 


<e—t0 2 a boat, with their eyes bound, they Were ſent to ſea; where, 


2 80 accordin 3 


7 3 ; * 
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|  * and thus left to ſhift for themſelves. In this condition they lay 


wo THE KISTORY or 


« POO to their- relation, they remained three days and 
« nights: at length they arrived at the continent, where they 
' «6. were put on ſhore, with their hands tied behind their backs, 


« till day-break, during which time they ſuffered the greateſt 
« uneaſineſs from being bound ſa tight. But at length hearing 
« à noiſe of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help; 
« when, ſome people approaching. and ſeeing them in this miſer- 
able condition, enquired of them the cauſe: theſe people (who: 
« were barbarians) aſked. them if they knew how far they 
es were from their own. country ? To which they replied, they 
cc could not tell. Upon this they were told that it was two. 
© months travel. The commander of theſe unfortunate men. 
= hearing this, burſt out into this exclamation, Va Asfi l i. e. 
i Alas l. what we ſuffer! and the place has ever ſinee been called 
Asfi. It is a harbour i in the weſtermoſt TO of the cru. of 
| which we. hate r made mention. 5 


as the Nubian 8 not the above-mentioned account: 
from the adventurers themſelves, we may. reaſonably conclude that 
we have not. the. relation. of. the voyage exactly as it was performed: 
but if there is any truth in it at all, the iſland where the voyagers 
| were blind-folded, and from thence ſent to Azath, can be no other: 


| than one of the Canary Hands, Madeira, or Porto ate all which | 
lie within three days fail of Azaffi. 


Or all thoſe ilands, F uertaventura Adds faireſt * the iſland of” 
the two brothers,. magicians, becauſe i in clear weather it may be 


0 perceived from the continent of that part of Africa ſituated to the. 
ſouth-weſt of Azaffi. 


: "Nine a Azalli wasat thetgions the remoteſt ſea- port town to the: 
wuth- weſt, it is probable that the natives of the continent oppo- 
ee: 


N 
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te to Fuertaventura, coming to Azafh to trade, might inform the 
inhabitants of that town, that *. their coaſt they always, in 
clear weather, obſerved an iſland. 


« a diftance from it, that, when the air on the ſea is clear and 
bh free from clouds, you can — ſmoke on 2 the — . 


9 


I | thall now proceed to gk en account of the e of 
thoſe people deſcribed in the foregoing Hiſtory of the Diſcovery 


and Conqueſt of the Canaty Iſlands. The author of that Hiſtory 
has written no leſs than three folio pages to confute an opinion, 


held by ſome, that the natives of the Canaries were the deſcen- 


dants of the ten tribes of Iſrael that were carried into — by 5 


the Aſyrians. 


"Hits own opinion 18, A ey came ben Mauritania; and 
this he founds on the reſemblance of names of ph 
and in the iſlands; for fays he, Telde, which is the name of 

< the oldeſt habitation i in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegeſte, are all 


„ names which we find given to places in Mautitania and in 


ces in Africa ; 


f 27 915 0 „ 5 NN * 
4 aud ; wo 5 9 a FEW 5 * * ; ö 
A * 1 pay. & * _ \ A 4 £ * l ; : * 2 1 , [Ky B x A 12 
. , TW; 70 * F p 242 3.4 x. "$67, TRE ICS, nog W VE 5 re, nn ein VEN 9 Men AP 9 
* 2 x * 9 > v4, 8 — 4 Fo : : 0 6 \ [7 : 9 4 Nr 9 . * > . y . . 0 
* ' Y > ? a * 4 2 As W a f 8 14 .. 7 8 e) £5. w04 1. Wl OH by : 2 1 1 7 x 
| : by: DAR d BY N N F, "V3 38 N ies * 00 r 5 
* : * * > ; _— —— « j : * 0 2 Pot WON 7 5 
* ho &- — * s 8 W . p 7: GS n | Dr 1 e rene r 
Y , 1 P Y g #435. L 2 4 n * > oY 2 W So 1 Fw. 4 o s * 
? N . - ©. N 75 8 0 8 4 » T % . 1 1 ; . « N 
1 * * » 3 * a) 1 1 N 39 * 3 0 wo \ ? » * 


THE CANARY ISLANDS. 271 


7 


This will account for our aa 
thor's ſaying, © This port looks towards Azaffi, and is at 1⁰ ſmall 5 


5 Mount Atlas. It is to be ſuppoſed that Canaria, F. uertaventu- 


* ra, and Lancerota were peopled by the Alarbes, who are the 
nation moſt eſteemed in Barbary; for the natives of thoſe iſlands 


cc named milk Aho, and barley Temaſen, which are-the names 


<« that are given to thoſe things i in the language of the A larbes of 2 


ho Barbary.” ” He adds, that 


CL Asehe the books of a library that was in the cathedral of 
cc St. Anna, in Canaria, there was one, ſo much disfigured and 
< torn that it wanted both the beginning and the end; it treated of | 
e the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a 
Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed 


2 2 their 


a 


—_— - 


7 HE HISTORY or: 
& their pieſidents and Governors ; upon which the . reſolu- 


ing to puniſhi and make a ſevere example of the rebels, ſent a 


„ powerful army into Mauritania, which vanquiſnhed and reduced 


« them again to obedience: ſoon after, the ringleaders of the 

« rebellion were put to death; and the tongues of the common 
ſort, and of their wives and children, were cut out, and then 
they were all put on board veſſels, with ſome grain and cattle, 


CY and * to the VT Hands “. 3 


Ve Wurrunn as Canarians . were exiles ben Africa, or not, I 


ſhall not pretend to determine; but am perſuaded they came 
5 originally from thence. This may eaſily be proved from the ſimi- 
tude of cuſtoms and language in South Barbary, to thoſe of the | 


2 


natives of all * Canary Ilande, excepting Tenerife +. 


Fe OR We; the Eibyans't » © Before they g gave their davgkiers x, 


in marriage, kept them apart ſome time, and fed them with milk 


till they became very fat. When any of them were wounded, 
they poured hot butter into the wound. And their principal diſn, 
ee ee was much the ſame with the Goffio of the 8 


narians. 


Bur the greateſt proof kes f in the 6 militude between the 
Canarian and Libyan languages, as may be obſerved in the fol- 
| lowing collection of words gathered out of the Hiſtory of 
the Diſcovery and Conqueſt. | My author is miſtaken when 


* One Thomas Nicols, who lived ſeven years in the Canary Iſlands, and wrote. 
2 hiſtory of them, ſays, that the beſt account he could get of the origin of the na- 
tives, was that they were exiles, from Africa, baniſhed thence by the Romans, who 
cut out their tongues for blaſpheming their Gods. 

+ The language in Tenerife, at the time of the conqueſt, had no affinity to thoſe 


| ſpoken i in the reſt of the iſlands; by the annexed ſpecimen it ſeems to have ſome re- 
&mblance of the Peruvian or ſome other of the American tongues, 
4, Sce the Deſcription. of. Africa, 


* 
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he ſays, the languages of the iſlands reſembled the language. 
ſpoken by the Alarbes or Arabs of, Barbary x fort the two words 
he mentions are not Arabic, but Shillba, the language now 
ſpoken in the mountains in the kingdoms of Morocco, Sus, 
and other parts of South Barbary. Although the number of 
the words in the ſpecimen of the languages of the iſlands, ex- 
_.clufive of that of Tenerife, amount to more than eighty, yet 
there are not above twenty of them which þ can rightly deduce 

: from the Shillha : which may caufe an objection to what I aſſert 
concerning the original of the Canarians ; but it muſt be conſi- 
dered, that ſome of the dialects of the Libyan tongue are as much 


different from one another, as the Canarian is from the Shillha; 


yet they are all branches of one original * as I | ſhall — 
OE: in the deſcription of Africa. 5 | 

Ir] is evident that the Libyans ad not come to che dae Illands 

| vil after Pliny had wrote his Natural Hiſtory ;. for he tells us that 
thoſe iſtands were then uninhabited ; and it is as.clear it muſt have 5 
deen before the conqueſt of Barbary by the Arabs, otherwiſe we 
[ ſhould have found ſome of the Ceremonies of tas Mahomedan re- L 
ligion® among the Canarians. rr re SiO ASP 


ITI is even not improbuble that the Libyans who firſt ſettled-i in 


the iſlands, fled thither to avoid falling into the bind of the VIC= | 
| torious Arabs. 


Tux natives ; of the Canary Iſlands, at t the time of FR conqueſt | 
knew not the uſe of boats, conſequently the inhabitants of one 
iſland could not have any intercourſe with thoſe of another; yet, 
ſays my author, the languages of all of them, except that of Te- 
nerife, though. very different, had ſome affinity to each other. 


* All the Libyans profeſs Wai a 
— A Col- 
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Cangugſ, togetber w 1 
5 g | ſame meaning in the Shillha or Libyan T 23 
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e quir, a prieſt. dee- - g 
e 1 
— 8 


YT 
7 |  Gofftio Barley- meal toaſted. 5 

. =  Taffiaque Stones ſharpened, — oi Het 

| . A RET 7 


Guanil Wild Goats. 3 5 5 


 Gomera The name of the Iſland. Gumeri, a tribe of 
| % Cx a) BY | on 
T s A contain. trees. Annan rum tre — 
Tabyyan | Petticoats of goats s. Tahuyat,aBlanketor 
. ... -Qloth; 
| | _—— Hierronian ; 
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Ahemon 1 Water. 
Achemen 


3 4 
oY 8 
ve 


e 1 famous Tree which "oY 


. 


8 


Aguamanes Boote of Fern, roaſted, + Denny” 


* 


Butter, 
Roots of — 


uatatiboa A gathering together of 
88 88 People to a Feaſt. 
A fat Sheep. 


ey 


Their Male Deity. 
Their Female Os a 


. 


ibicenas paritions in form of a ſfiock 


of 


| —_— | 

Guanarteme A King. 5 
A Prieſt or Lawyer, next in 

dignity to the King. 
Ho es of Devotion, or Tem- 
3 "pls | 
Magados Poles or Sticks, uſed as weapons. 
Amodagas Ditto, ſharp- pointed and har- 


* dened by fire. 
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Showiyah dialect, 
Amoukran, Great, 


or Maſter, or Lord. 


—— 


| ora 


Fade 
n 
= af 
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2 © x 


—_— ” 


2 


_- 


Ws 
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Canarium jake. 8 

Sabor The Privy r rr 97 
Gayres The Members of th. Mear, a Ruler, or 

3 1 Some e 10 54:5. ln of Note... 

Magadas A kind of Nuns, or religious 

1 Women. F000 TO 3001 -* EEG 
Tamoganteen Houſes. Iigameen. 
Aridaman . N A: 
Taharan 1155 N 15.” 
Taguacen | EO | £ 
Tamazanona Fleſh fried in Butter. V | 
Aſamotan * \ Barley. e 
Archormaſe Green Figs. — Tarkarmuſt, all 
Tehaunenen Dried Figs. e Eckorran. 
Aho Milk. = 5 Abo, or Agcho. 
Carianas Seroons or Baſkets, made of Carian. | 

„ Ruſhes or Palms. „C 5 
Adargoma Shoulders of a Rock. „„ dro eat aa 
Ataycate | Great or Stout Heart. | 
Arabiſenen A Savage. : — | 
Doramas. Noſtrils. Wy „ 
Atirtiſma 


The name by which they ir in- Ater,High orLofty. 


Do 5 voked Gd. AAtirtiſma may 


„%% ᷑ Bi; tt the Lofty 
SE One, or Moſt High. The ancients inform us that Atlas 
„ called by the natives Ater, Dyr, and Adyrrim. 


* Jam apt to imagine my author has tranſpoſed theſe words through negligence ; 
and that the firſt ſignifies Barley, as it did in Lancerota and Fuertaventura. 


+ Now, the Libyans call a Mountain, Athrair and Adrair, : 
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Palmeſe Di 
Benehoare 


Tagragigo 


Tigotan 
ayanti go 


Aganeye 


% * f 
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Aſuquah 
. Thener 
; Tedote 5 
Aguyan 


15 


st 
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The name of the Iſland. 


Hot Water, or a Well of Me- 


e 0 


Tigo, or Tigot Heaven. TTL Anau 


dicinal Water. 
War 
Calcined Stones, ſuch as are 


- 


 _ thrown out by volcanos. . 


* 


* 


The Heavens. | 
A Man's s name, meaning Hea- 
1 venly, Reſembling Heaven, 
or that he was Amiable as 
Part of Heaven. 
A Man' 8 name, who had loſt 
i his arm; the word ignify-. . 
Ing, an Arm cut off. 9 
Black or Duſkey. 
A Mountain. 
A Hill. : 


tribe of Africans 


Beni-Howare, A 


eon Atlas. 
1825 e 
* : 


Athrair, in the Sho- 
wiyah dialect. 


Adephamen 1 a Water: fo oy Douwaman. | 


. | Teguibite 
DS... 
Atiniviva 

Adago 


termed adiſtrict overlooked 
by eminences in which 
were the water-ſprings. 

A ſtrong Hold, or inacceſſible 
Place. In the Hierronian 
dialect it had the ſame fig- 
nification. 

Sheep or Goats: F "ES 

— 55 

Hogs. 

Goats Milk. 8 5 
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Fee Diaht. Shillhe. 


Rueſco. Roots of Maltas. 
Abora _ S 3c, 045 
Guirres Ravens or Crows. - A Los el 
Irvene Apparitions. Perhaps from Rben, Gods. 
Vacaguare I want to die. e 


Mocas Ooads, ſharp- pointed and har- 


dened by fire. | 


en Laſs Te will fall! Idafe will fall Y Want y dir Idafe. 


nne 6 | Give toit, an it willnot fall. If kaſt, Oreyder. 


i Tux hows ſpecimen of the ſeveral languages. of the Canarian 5 
Iſlands is written according to the Spaniſh orthography ; and it 
mult be obſerved that Gua, Gue, muſt in Engliſh be pronounced 


Wa, We; Ch, as in the word Cherry, &c. the Spaniſh J is 


ſounded gutturally. Our Spaniſh author has given the termina- 


tions of his language to the above Canarian words; for a Spaniard 


cannot pronounce a word without terminating it with a vowel, 
except thoſe words which end in d, n,r,s, 2,1, I y. Fhe Ca- 
narian plurals, as well as the Libyan, end in n, but our author 
has changed them; for inſtance, for Carian, Baſkets, he has given | 
us Carianas, becauſe the Spaniſh plurals : never terminate in n. 


As our der had thoſe Canarian words from the ** 5 
of the natives, who in his time ſpoke nothing but Spaniſh, and 
had no knowledge of the language of their anceſtors but by tra- 

dition; therefore we may ſuppoſe that thoſe words are greatly 
altered: yet if we cut off the Spaniſh terminations, and change 
Gua and Gue into Wa, We, we ſhall find the affinity of the Ca- 
narian tongue to the Libyan, as near as we could well expect, 
xt 1 N even 


bh 1 222 * „ „ Rat F. 
8 ER * N * 6h . Ae n 
win . My &, 15 9 * vs ; } 


1&8 


even opp g the Libyans and Canarians to. 
For inſtance ; accoi ſh prov 
E e Y iguida y iguan (i. e. it will fall), muſt be pro» = 
- . .* nounced, thus, 1 ivid y iwan: and ſuppoſing. that the words are 
tranſpoſed from their ori iginal or real diſpoſition, and that they 
were placed thus, Y. iwan y iwid, we ſhould find in them a great 


28 © likeneſs to the Libyan words of the ſame meaning, viz. Y want : "i 
y dir. However, of this the reader will judge for himſelf, 1 . i 
have here given the Canarian vocabulary exactly as it is in the 8 ; 
| Spaniſh manuſcript. JjJJVFVCVVTFCCCCCCCCTT ES | 
 Tenerifean Diaket. 5 V 5 
Achineche The name of the iſland F . 
Vincheni „nee F in ek ol 
A — ft. | 
Arguihon * Behold Ships, or Ships appear. 
Quebechi - Royal Dignity. 1 nn e 
Abico r Ob 
Anepa „ 5 A Scepter or Spear. ; 
Achguarergenan Pp SO REY 0 „ 
; Achoran Suſtainer of Heaven and Earth, 
Achaman „%% 
Achuhuiaban 5 | 5 
Achucana The Great; Sublime, and Suſtainer of all 
| | Aguayarerar VV 5 | | 
Eh God, or He who holds the World. 
Atguaychafunatuman He who holds the Heaven. 
Achicu aa A Son. 5 
Zucaſa — Danghiae, | 
Tavonas | Knives made of ſhatp ſtones, 5 | 
Menſey 7 A King, 2 | 
Achemenſcy Nobles or Gentlemen, —— — 
— 1 A 


NT 


Oo Gllkiiquico e e Ws 


5 4 * , 
W c 5 
= £ 
* x *, 


1 * Ac icarnay | CE; | Peaſants or Servants. F 1 | 
a 3 ehe our Highneſs; for ſo they ſtiled the King. — 


quires. or Veomen. 910,097 ie 


£ 


Ahorer Te wn Cn oa no Batley-meal, roaſted. NO IO Or nr 5 
4 Nn . ae ww | 
| e Cancha e 5 Little Dogs. DR do 
FP | __ 4; K A F 
f Cr, 
=. Veneſmer The month of Auguſt. e ; | 
E A Peas, Beans, or — 88 
EL A | 
4 che ' : Butter. 5 1 | | . END 
m—_ Mocanes, or Elder-berrie. - - 
| Chacerguen Honey, or Melaſſes made of mon” 
—— TTT d LETT | 
5 VV „ lt | 
Chamato , Rs | | 
5 5 e Heaven. * J 
. . Tagaror . The Place of Judgment or Juſtice. a End 
EE > Tas firſt word marked * in the Tenerifean dialect reſembles : 
W E the name of a port on the coaſt of Africa, called Arguin, formerly 1 
E „ much frequented by ſhipping. The ſecond |, Tahayck, which 5 
3 | in Shillha ſignifies a Garment. The third & | Menſa, which in the 
—_ language of the Bambara, or Mandingo. . ſignifies a King. 5 
ä . - 8 Trigo, which! in Spaniſh ſignifies Wheat. 
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HIS illand i is very his 9 


high, and may be dic rned at a great 
diſtance. On approaching it ſeems very black, rocky, 
and barren. It i is about fifteen miles long and ten broad. 
he latitude of the centre of the iſland is twenty-nine degrees 


eight minutes north. 0 i „„ 


- 


A 


Tux principal port is on the ſou -eaſt fide, and is called Porto 
de Naos, where any veſſel, not drawing above eighteen feet, mar 
enter at hi gh- water and ſpring tides, and lay ſecure from all 

winds and weather; although in failing along the coaſt, the 
ſhipping appear as if at anchor in an open road, the harbour be- 
ing formed by a ridge of rocks, which cannot be perceived at any 
diſtance, moſt of them lying under water : theſe break off the 

ſwell of the ſea, fo that the infide is as ſmooth as a mill-pond. 

As there is no other convenient place i in this, or any of the reſt 

of the Canary Iſlands, for cleaning or repairing large veſſels, it is 

much frequented for that purpoſe by the ſhipping which trade to 
theſe iſlands. At the weſt end of the harbour ſtands a ſquare 
caſtle, built of ſtone, and mounted with ſome cannon, but of no 
very great ſtrength, for ſhips of war may approach within muſquet- 
ſhot of it. ES VV 
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THE HISTORY or 
"A+ this port there | is no town or village, but tis are. ſGoks 


magazines, where corh is depofited i in order to be ready for ex- 
Feten. | 
Oy the weſt. ſide of the caſtle is another port, alla Porto =—_ 
—_ vallos,; and by "tothe El Recife. This is is, alſo an excellent har- 
=_ | bour, formed, like Porto de Naos, by. a Tidge of rocks; but the 
| 1 a entrance to it is ſhallow, there being no more than twelys feet 
| water at ſpring- tiges. Upon a ſmall iſland,” of large rock, be- a 
' tween the two harbours, ſtands the aforeſaid caſtle, which de- 
Fl | ends them both. This rock is joined to the land by a bridge, L 
bl . under which boats 8⁰ from Porto de Naos to Porto Cavallos. f 
„ Ar the north end of Lancerota 3 is a M ſpacious barbther, : 
Ex called Et Rio, which is a ſtreight or channel, dividing the iſland 
; of Lancerota from the uninhabited iſland of e 1 ſhip ; 
pk any burthen may enter this harbour at one end, and go out at 
the other: if ſhe keeps i in the mid-way between, the two iſlands, : 
the will always have fix or ſeven fathoms we i 
1 Bur if a thip wants a finooth place to ek in n while thi trade- 
„„ wind blows, ſhe muſt, m coming into this harbour from the eaſt= 
ward, run a good way in, and double a ſhallow point which lies | 
on the right hand, taking care to give it a good birth, which may 
eaſily be done by coming no nearer it than four fathoms; 4 when 
=_ phaſt it, ſhe may edge near to Gracioſa, and anchor! in any conve- 
= FRET nient depth of water; for it ſhoals gradually towards the ſhore, 
cloſe. to > which there are two fathoms. 
| „ Tas is a convenient place in | the ſummer-ſeaſon for careening 5 
i N large ſhips; for a man of war of any nation that may happen to ; 
| be at war with Spain, may come in here and unload all her ſtores, _ 
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THE CANARY 18LANDS. 


&. on the iſland of Gracioſa, and heel and ſerub. Orne 
chance to come in together, the one may heave down by the 
- other; in doing which they need not fear any oppoſition from the 
inhabitants, for re: 1s neither caſtle or habitation. near this port. 


. 5 4 . they - 
. z 


"Bow che water hereisnot 90 ſmooth as in Parks de Mack, eſpecially 
if the trace - wind happens to blow hard from the eaſt, which k 
in 18. Brel that makes it very troubleſome, if not impoſſible _ ER 
carkelf a ip properly. But the wind does not often blow from | 


„ 


Fat quarter in this part of the world. That which prevails —_ 1 
wind. In mooring here, 5 ä 
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2 is the north or north- north- eaſt trade-win X 
great care muſt be taken to have a good anchor and large ſcope of 
cable -tokeards Lancerota ; for in eaſt or ſouth-eaſt winds, heavy 
guſts: or Aqualls come from the high land of that iſland. In 8 
winter the wind here ſometimes ſhifts to the ſouth-weſt, A 
is neceſſary to weigh and run back to, the eaſtward nen 
aforeſaid ſhallow point, until the ſhip be land-locked from that 5 
wind, and chere anchor. | 5 
mar part of Tab facing the wallace 4 El Rio is = : 5. 
exceeding high and ſteep cliff, from the bottom of which to the 
harbour or ſea-ſhore, is about two muſquet-ſhot diſtance. The 
ground i in this ſpace is low, and here is a ſalina or falt-work, be- 
ing a ſquare piece of land, levelled, and divided by ſhallow 
trenches about two inches deep; into theſe they let the ſea- water, 
which, by the heat of the ſun and the nature of the ſoil, ſoon 
turns into alt, 
F RON the ſhore of this harbour there is no other way of 
acceſs into Lancerota than by climbing a narrow, ſteep, and intri- 
cate path-way that leads to the top of the high cliff before- men- 
tioned, It is ſcarce Poſſible for a ſtranger to aſcend it without a 
8 guide ; 
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6 
guide; for if he [ſhould chance to wander from the path, he 


could not eaſily find it again, and woe be i in imminent danger 
of — his neck. N 


THE HISTORY or 


N 


. are no ale b in Lancerota beſides thoſe already 


mentioned. All the ſouth fide of the iſland may be reckoned one 
| continued harbour when the trade- wind blows, for then the ſea 


there is ſmooth, and a boat. may land at many places without any D 
danger from the ſurf. 


"FAS 


er two 9 inland from Ports de Naos, is the 


- north-weſt, is the town of Cayas, or Rubicon, the chief habita- 
8 tion in the iſland, and which was formerly a Biſhop' s ſee. It 
contains about two hundred houſes, a church, and a convent of 
Friars: It has an old caſtle, mounted with ſome guns for its de- 


: fence. Moſt of the dwellin g-bouſes here have but a a mean 1 appear- 
ance. _ 


About two leagues inland, and to the fouthward from the 


top of the narrow path- way of the cliff at El Rio, ſtands the : 
town of Haria, the next in ſize to Cayas. I imagine it may con- 
tain about three hundred inhabitants. All the buildings here, 
except the church and three or four private houſes, are very 
mean and poor. When I was there, it was tlie reſidence of the 
Governor, but the Alcalde . and the officers of the e | 


tion lived at Rubicon. 


Tux iſland Gracioſa lies on the north fide of the channel FI 


5 Rio, and is an uninhabited and barren iſland, which is deſtitute 
of water. It is about three miles in length, and two in breadth. 


In the winter-ſeaſon the natives of Lancerota ſend goats and ſheep 


there to graze; but in 1 the ſummer, when there is no rain, and the 


— 
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Fobs⸗ or [Kew nilles nonh of Gracioſa lies Alegranza, 4 kigh 
: nn rocky iſland, barren and deſtitute of water, conſequently 
uninhabited. It is not fo: large as Gracioſa. On viewing it 
"2 from the top of a mountain in Gracioſa, at appeared to me that a 
ſhip might ride at anchor in ſmooth water to leeward of it, where 
the ſea ſeems to be coloured white, as if there was ſhoal- water and 
a ſandy bottom. The natives of Lancerota go at certain times to 


2 to gather orchilla-weed. 


„ 


Anker eight miles to the a of Alegranza and Graciots 
is a large high rock in the ſea, called Roca del Eſte, i. e. the Eaſt 
Rock. On the weſt fide: of. thoſe iſlands is- another. *of the fame 
ſize, Roca del Ouſte, i. e. the Weſt Rock. South- weſt, about 
three leagues from Gracioſa, lies a rocky uninhabited i iſland, named 
Santa Clara. Many «ſhips are wrecked upon theſe uninhabited | 
| iſlands in the night-time, being miſled by errors in their reckon- 
ing, and alſo by thoſe iſlands being improperly laid down-in our 
charts, which generally place them ny miles further fouth 
: than N ought to be. e 1 > 5 


1 remember, hs. a few years ago an Engliſh ſhip ran, in a the 
night, upon Alegranza, and was ſoon after beat to pieces. The 
crew with ſome difficulty got ſafe aſhore upon the iſland, Where 

they made ſeveral ſignals to acquaint the natives of Lancerota with 
their diſtreſs and bring them to their relief, but! in vain. 

Mr Av time they had the good A to 5 find ſome rain- water 

in the holes of the rocks; this, with what proviſions they had 
ſaved from the wreck, enabled them to ſubſiſt for ſome days; but 
B b 2 ſeeing 
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' ſeeing famine ſtaring. them in the face, and obſerving that the wind - 


blew almoſt continually from Alegranza toward Gracioſa, they 
made a raft of ſpars, which they had ſaved from the wreck, and 
ſecured it well together with ropes ; upon this raft the maſter of 
the veſſel embarking, having a maſt and fail, and an oar to ſerve 


Inſtead of a rudder, boldly put to ſea, and ſoon after ſafely landed 
in Gracioſa, where, as it was then winter-ſeaſon, he found ſome 
ſhepherds and fiſhermen, to whom he related his adyenture and 


the diſtreſs of his crew: upon which'the fiſhermen immediately _ 


went off i in a boat to their relief, and brought them all ſafe | to 


- Lancerota. 


8 H A P. II. 
5 Dferiptim F the Iland „ F. uertaventura.. 


To RE north end of this iſland lies Fan a. ; 
1 the ſouth-weſt Point of Lancerota, about ſeven miles 
| diſtance, | = 


In the channel between them, but neareſt. to  Fuertaventura, 
lies the little iſland of Lobos (i. e. Seals), which i is about a league : 
in circumlerence, uninhabited and deſtitute of water. 


Near it there is a a road fos ſhipping : | the mark to find 
5 it, is to bring the eaſt point of Lobos to bear north- eaſt- by-north 
or north-eaſt, and anchor half 1 way between it and Fuertaventura, 
or rather nearer to Fuertaventura.. Although this road ſeems to 
de open and expoſed, yet it is very fafe with the trade-wind, for 
the water is ſmooth, and the ground every where clean, being a 
fine ſandy bottom. Right aſhore from the road, on the ſhore of 
Fuertaventura, is a well of good water, eaſy t to come at. 


Fou RRTA- 


THE CANARY ISLANDS. why 


" FornTaventT! vn A is about eighty miles in length, 245 in ge- 
1 fifteen in breadth; in the middle it is narrow and low, for 
| It is there almoſt cut in two by the ſea. That part of the iſland. 
which is on the ſouth ſide of the iſthmus is mountainous, ſandy, 
A barren, and almoſt entirely uninhabited. The northern part is 
mountainous, yu the inland — is fertile and well inhabited 


IN. failing along this iſland, there are no houſes to be diſcerned: 


on the ſea-coaſt, except at two or os places, where barks 80 
GE 8 


| AzouT fixteen miles to the ſouthward of. the road, near Low 
bos, is a bay, in which there is a road where barks lie and lade 
corn; it is called Porto de Cabras: 2 4 ſtranger cannot find it 8 
without a pilot, for the ground all round it is rocky and foul. 
On the ſhore, near the road, is a patch of yellow ſand, which ap- 
pears off at ſea like a few acres of ripe corn, or field of wheat 
juſt reaped: 3 this. i 1s the beſt mark. * know for finding Porto de 
Cabras. a 


wo leagues Farther along the ſhore, to che Gunbwenc is the 
port of Cala de Fuſtes, where corn is alſo ſhipped off. This har- 
bour is only fit for ſmall barks : here they lie ſecure from all 
winds, except the ſouth-eaſt, which rarely blows in that part of 
the world. When that happens, they immediately unload, and. 
hawl up their barks on the beach at high-water, and then fill 
them with. ſtones; ſo that notwithſtanding. the ſwell which the- 
wind ſends in, they remain: immoveable and unhurt. There is: 
a good road before the harbour, where ſhips may ride, which is. 
deſcribed in the map of the iſlands... | 


Tuls port may be known by a round black tower, and ſome 
houſes near it. This tower is built of great ſtones with lime, 


after 
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after the fame'fi orm as the caſtle of Rubicon in anden; and, 
like it, has the door about twelve feet higher thian the ground, 
ſo that to enter one muſt. place a ladder againſt the wall, and ſo 
climb up. The top of the tower is flat, with battlements round 
it, on which are mounted two or three cannon for the defence of 
the port and ſhipping from corſairs. A Setjeant of tlie militia, 
with his family, reſides in a houſe cloſe by, whoſe office it is to 
take an account of what corn is ſhipped off from the port. He 
is alſo Governor of the fort and harbour, and gives an account to 
the Governor of the iſland and the Alcalde Major, of all ſhips 
1 that arrive in the road or haven. In caſe of an enemy's ſhip ap- 
1 pearing, he is to alarm the iſland, and retire with his family and 

the crews of the barks, into the tower, and draw in the ladder f 


alter him, and ſhut the door: In 1 which caſe I — it would 
be no eaſy matter to ger at them. e 


Four Jeagies to ; the abend of . de F uſtes is a "high, 
+ ſteep, rocky point, called Punta de Negro * between theſe- are 
ſome bays, w where ſhips may anchor, and where freſh water may 
be had; but a ſtranger « cannot diſcover the proper anchoring-ground 
nor the watering- places, without a pilot. As I cannot pretend to 
give directions ſo exactly as that a ſtranger may not miſtake them, 

I think it better not to give any. On the other ſide of Cape 2 
Negro i is a ſpacious bay, called Las Playas: the beſt anchoring-place 
in it, is on the north fide, within a large white ſandy ſpot on the 


cliffs on the right hand going in: there it is clean ſandy ground, | 
at a convenient diſtance from the ſhore, in fourteen fathoms 


water. But becauſe of the ſudden guſts from the cliffs, and eddies 


of wind that blow from many points of the compaſs i in this bay, : 
"i will be neceſſary to moor your veſſel. 


In the north corner of the bay tha is a well, | eaſy of 
acceſs, being cloſe to the ſea, which, if I remember right, 


Hows 


THE CANARY. 1SLANDS. _ 


*D gr water bi 2 n is enk 


* 


flows into it at high-water 
brackiſh, __ Fo Rinks. 

Tax need or een mals of this Ry is a l e 
cliff, the top of which projects and hangs over the ſea: Juſt. 
beyond it is a ſandy bay, called Gran Tarrahala, where a ſhip 
may anchor i in fix or ſeven fathoms water. On the ſhore of this 
| bay i is a wood of a ſort of buſhes like wild pine, fome of which 
are big enough for fuel for * an article of — value i in 
| Lancerota and Fuertaventura. | F 5 


FP ROM Tarrahala hn: Wett- ouch weft half wuth, ſeveri leagues 
| diſtant, . is a point called Morro Gable: 1 al the land between i is 
. 5 barren, and aninhabited. TD 5 
: Pour Morro Gable, weſt, ade miles diſtance; 3 is the the Point 
of Handia. There are many anchoring-places i in this tract, with 
a trade-wind : the ſea here is ſmooth, and there i is plenty of 
good freſh water to be had. If you. have not an experienced 5 
: pilot, you muſt find out the beſt ground for anchoring i in by the 
. wells aſhore cannot be found without a guide. But 
the bay of Handia, lying to the eaſtward of. the point of that 5 
name, is a ſpacious bay, with clean ſandy ground, where the ſea 
” generally very ſmooth. About half a mile right off to ſea from 
the point, lies a ſunken rock, which may ſometimes be ſeen at 
low- water: the ſea commonly breaks upon it. Beyond Point 


HFJandia, the ſhore turns to the northward, along by the other ſide 


of the iſland, unto the iſle of Lobos. All this fide of the iſland, 
except the middle, is much expoſed to a northerly wind, which 
throws a heavy ſwelling ſea on the many reefs of rocks that abound 
there, on which it breaks with great violence; but the middle 
part is a large bight, having a {andy ſhore, at a convenient diſtance _ 
from 


the ſhore there is a port and Wee, called? ; Wen, w here barks - 
lade corn: here is a tower, like that at Cala de F uſtes. What 

- is here ſaid concerning this fide of the iſland, I have from the 

lations of che Canary ſeamen; I have never been there myſelf I 

ſhall now * to deſcribe the inland * 


hw which titre is wind 


Ne T quite wo FEY inland Grams the NE of! Lakes ball x 
8 mentioned, is a town called Oliva, ſituated in the middle of a plain 
abounding with corn-fields. Here is a church and ſome good 
J houſes, the number of them, if I remember right, may be about 
fifty. The next town to this, in the ſame direction from Lobos, 
is La Villa, the chief town in the iſland: this place is the centre of 
that part of the iſland lying north of the iſthmus. Here i is a church 


and a convent of Franciſcan Friars; _ he: Humber of houſes are 
neatly an hundred, b | 


{ 


| A ſhort league inland from Las Playas, is a town called Tu- . 
nehe; ; this alſo contains about an hundred houſes, but they are : 
: very! mean, in compariſon with thoſe of La Villa and Oliva. 


1 theſe there are many ſmall villages ſcattered up an + 
: n in the northern and inland part of the ifland, in ſuch a man- 
ner that as ſoon as we loſe fight of one, we come in view of an- 
other; but the ſea-coaſt, as I faid before, is rocky, barren, and 
uninhabited, The other half of the iſland, called Handia, is to- | 
2 tally deſolate, only here and there one meets with a ſhepherd's 


; cottage, for ther are Wag villages or farms in that part of the iſland, . 


" Barwzen the ſouth-weſt end of n and the little iland 
of Lobos, there is a broad channel, through which ſhips ſail, be- 


ing deep in the middle, and ſhoaling gradually towards Lancerota, 


near 
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gets into ah dds 


1 


immediately loſe it ag 
the approaches to which ſhe wi 
ore ſhe is two-thirds: channel-qvea, | 


* 


* 


on the rocks at 
that it is horrible to b 


HEN there is a great 
he north-weſt end 
hold; and I ways wit 
firm that I have ſeen breakers there neat 5 feet 
one of theſe to ſtrike the ſtrongeſt ſhip; | 
pow n a moment: - When: I:ſaw thoſe mig ty breakers;"our 
ſt paſſed through the channel between Fuertaverturs 
Ve e had a fine briſk: trade-wind' at-nort 
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„ . THE HISTORY. 


we came into the weſterly. fell, yet we trembled 
waves would have . and thought ourſelves happy 
got out of ſoundings. We beard the noiſe of theſe break 
diſtant thunder, afer we were paſt them fix or ſeven nag 
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& the Climate, W hither, Soil, nt Peder if the Wands 7 Lan: 
1 b cerota and nnn, e 
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” 1 E climate of thoſe iſlands i is exceeding idee b 
may be owing to the drineſs of the ſoil. and the ftrong 


Hortherly, winds that almoſt con tinually blow * chem, ſo chat : 
the inhabitants! in * live to a great i 215 


SEES 


, 


7 "av 


Fa ig „ 2 


nom the middle or and of April, unto od . or © middle : 

ef October, the wind blows vehemently, and almoſt without inter - 

miffion from the north and north - north- eaſt: ſometimes it veers a 

a little to the eaſtward. From the middle of Octbber to the end of 
April it blows generally i in the ſame direction, but now and then 

intermits and gives place to other winds. The ſouth-weſt wind 
always brings rain, and therefore is a moſt welcome gueſt to theſe 
Iſlands. Other winds bring ſhowers, particularly the north-weſt ; 
but thoſe. ſhowers are partial, -and of no duration, conſequently are 
of little ſervice to the ground: but the rain. that comes from the 
_ fouth-weſt often laſts two or three days. It falls very. thick, in 
{mall drops, and ſoaks into the earth, moiſtening it coroughly. 
| When theſe rains begin to fall, the- natives ſow their. grain and 
about fourteen or twenty days after the latter rains, viz. towards 
the end of April, it is ready for reaping. Of the natures and pro- 
perties of the winds that blow among thoſe iſlands, I ſhall have oc- 
_ caſion to treat. at length in the deſeription of the oppoſite continent. 


— — ; L balk 


AA 


winds blow 10 arä d eonſtantly- upon'theſe/Mands as to prevent 
the growth of all ſorts of trees, eſpecially in Lancerota, Which is 


moſt expaſed to their violence : yet we find à ſew ſhrubs or buſhes 
there, called Tubaybas, which never grow to a great P 5 


any where ; but here, becauſe of the ſtrong winds,” the ey ſprea 


along the ground, except when ſheltered from-it by rocks or 220 | 
In the gardens there are fig-trees and ſome low trees or ſhrubs, 


which ſeldom ſhoot 1 — than the GIN: DT ROPES 


| FURRTAVENTURA is'nox quite FROMTY e 
a L ancerota; therefore i it ĩs dot quite ſo bare of trees and ſhrubs, 


Thoſe that grow there are the palm, the wild olive, and a ſort 
of wild pine, which the natives call Tarrahala. The cotton and 
euphorbium ſhrubs, fig- trees, and the ſhrub bearing the prickly 
pear, grow in garderis, although this laſt grows without cultiva- 
tion in che Helde in Canaria, and the iſlands t to che weſtward 


nens ne theſe lande 15580 deſtitute of trees, yet they abound. 
with excellent herbage, among which grow ſeveral kinds of odori- 
ferous flowers; the great plenty and variety of theſe induced the J 
inhabitants to bring bees from the other iſlands, in order to propa- 5 
gate here; but they were difappointed i in their expectations, as 
none of thoſe inſects would remain with them: in all probability 
they could not bear the violent winds which blow here. Corn of 
various kinds grow- in Lancerota and F uertaventura, namely, 
wheat, barley, maize or Indian corn, and in ſuch abundance 4s 


not only to ſerve the inhabitants, but alſo thoſe of Tenerife and 
Palma, who depend greatly on theſe iſlands for their ſuſtenance. 
TILL within theſe laſt thirty years Lancerota produced no 


vines; : at that time a volcano broke out, and covered mad fields 
_—_ — — Q — ( 
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"me book was extant that gav the orchill: 
place of its growth, its uſe, and niettiod.of 9 its dye. 
| | | Foo i. inpits | 
F uertaventu ra, | 
| ater is | 
e part, and to the northward of the ali, en- | 
| „ is a well o f. medicine Water, reckoned a a. | 
for the itch. 5 It i is alſo good for oommon dr 5 _— 
| | rect at ſea... It is eaſy. of acceſs;. lying cloſe to the Water-ſide: | 
| elds enough to fill two hogſheads in twenty-four hours, 5 
When I was there, it purged ſome of our erewy for : ; 
days they drank. of it. but afterwasds-it. had no fi e 
| Tan cattle of tlioſe iflands are camels, horſes, aſſes, bullocks, 5 1 


3 3 ſheep, goats, and hogs, all of which, excepting the ſheep and 
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> very ſmall. For e the natives bers noe of a _ _ 
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an thoſe | of the other iſlands, w 
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„„ ee and ſerve well enough. | r their: ſhort journies.. „ Ba 


1 In the ſpring, th 
I time quite dee, gel 
| oil; but in the beginning of 
1 red or eaten up, they 
are not fit for food. 
| | Tux generally plow here with a camel or a pes ol  afles; for 
OT. the ſoil is light, and they do not plow & : 1 - F 


Rx ſea-coaſts of 


ncerota and Füsftzventuft 1 


1. bitants fiſh. of various kinds in great plenty, particularly a ſort of 


ey call herney, much better taſted than the cod of ; 
Newfoundland or thoſe of the North Sea. Anot er fiſh, of a yet 


VVV excellent taſte, is catched here, called Mero: it is as long as 


1 - A cod, but much thicker, and has ng { raps « or whiſkers hang 
1 r V»—frffß; 


, ; U 
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taſk for me to'd eſcribe the various ſorts of 
EEE IL them, to which I could not give Engliſn names, tho there i is one 


ſort I muſt not paſs over; I mean the Picudo, or ſea- 


| pike, the bite 
11 | of . which is as poiſonous as that of a viper; yet this. fiſh, 
| : 
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natural l anti athy to this medicine has loch a an a effect e on the. 


„ oY wacky: frame, as to kill or expel the venom receivec by the bite. 5 
N Ox the north fide of the uninhabited iſland of Gracioſa, A — 
ſandy bay, called by the natives Playa del Ambar. Here is ſome- „„ 
| times found a very good kind of ambergreaſe, in form ſomething 1 Ss 
ü a pear, having commonly a ſhort ſtalk: by this it: ſhould | 
ſeem that it grows on the rocks under- water, which are near to this 

plübKhce, and is waſhed aſhore by the waves, for it is generally found. N 
„ after ſtormy 1 weather. 5 VV . i 
Is! Lancerota and Fuertaventura are many hills that have for- 2 
| > merly been volcanos,, the tops of whic are of a ſmall circumfe- 33 „ 
rence, and are hollow for a little way downwards, the edges of | JF 


the tops being generally. very narrow and ſharp, Upon the -- 
| outſide is commonly ſeen a great deal of black duſt and burnt ſtone: | 
3 like pumice-ſtone, . only darker and more. ponderous. This ſub- 


tance ſeems to have been thrown out. of the bowels of the earth: [ 


—— 2 —— — 
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. for the- -pte- 
x „ 
| From any. abitation. Inthe fea, at a - 
| ano, ifſued a pillar of 
[. 
I 4 | | 
| | „ blowing from I I ancerota 1 Tenerife. % ĩ òxVĩm 7: 5 | 
| ; IV. 4 B . 
1 - | Fuertaventura, their Methad 
ins . 'LTHOUGH che natives of theſe iſſinds paſs for | 
[ yet they are ſprung from a mixtureof the ancient inhabit- 
| ants, the Normans, and. other Europ eans who ſubdued them, 
| h . 5 2 7 "te, * 
and from ſome Mooriſh. captives, whom Diego de Herrera and 
| 5 Bs a braught to the iſlands from the coaſt of Barbary, as has 5 
. been obſeryed in the H iſtory of the Diſcovery and Conqueſt. | | 
| Turr are, in general, of a large ſize, robuſt, ſtrong, and of a 
|| y dark complexion. By the natives of the reſt of the Canary 
= - VVV „5 _ 
| | ; . : 
| | | | 
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's LAN DS. 
- is "oY ate apo inted) rude and unpoliſhed'i in their matiners: A 
this character I believe to be true; for, by what I have had o- 
caſion to obſerve of them, they ſeem to be avaricious, rut , and L 


_ ignorant, eſpecially thoſe of Lancerota, — Cl 


ley Bank ſpeak nor underſtand any Eber agg hi the 

Eaſtillian, and this they pronounce moſt barbarouſly: They dreſs 
coarſely, and after the Spaniſh modern faſhion; for the ſhort-cloak 
and golilla, formerly uſed by the Spaniards, are not known here. 
Their houſes are built of ſtone and lime; thoſe of the gentry are 

covered with pan; tiles; ; but the meaner ſort are thatched witk 
ſtraw : very few, even of the better kind, are ceiled or lofted, 

2 but are built in. form of large barns, and divided into apartments 
by boarded partitions that run no higher than the top of the 
walls; ſo that the rooms are all open above, having nothing to 
cover them except the pantiled-roof. The floors are e commonly 
paved with ee, 1 e 


Tur Hu of the cooks is n t they call Goffio, 
2 which 4 is flour of wheat, or barley, toaſted : this they mix with a 


little water, and bring to the conſiſtence of dough, and thus eat it. 5 


; This ſimple diet requires neither ſpoons, knives, nor forks. Some- 
times, indeed, they refine on this fare, by dipping every handful 
of their Goffio in honey or melaſſes. In the winter- ſeaſon, when 
the graſs i is in. perfection, they have plenty of rich and excellent 
milk, in which they put the Goffio, and fo eat it, uſing ſea-ſhells 
inſtead of ſpoons: to a hungry man this is no mean food. An- 
other way of preparing Goffio, is by putting it into boiling milk, 
and then ſtirring it about until it is ſufficiently boiled and thick- 
ened. Although the poor people, on particular occaſions, ſuch 
as great feſtivals, weddings, &c. eat fleſh and fiſh, yet, as I ſaid 
bofore, Goffio is their common food. As to bread, it is rarely 


D d uſed 


= N TONY . . 
F WY * 2 * 
n N '” N > FER FIG R ö 
1 N oo 4. 7 7 of N kt * e 5 * *. e VS {ar N FE * * Y 4 N. >) 
CCC NR] * A eee a "SY HY 1 25 * 55 * ny ON BY 1 "4 N 
| 3 IN OE EET A PEA Fo N 1 * 15 N P | 
3 by KELSEY ay * e. unn r er * i. 55 N * „. 

4 * / A * N * * ) 5 roots 5 e * : NIN NY X e p 6] * N * T 5 W 

1 0 : — YE * 285 * 7 (807 6 Q Vs * * 9 „ 


2 1 s 
4! „ „„ G A * . 33 


„ Tas RIS TOoRT Of 


"uſed by any bot the gentry 3 there are ſome 3 in wet Ilan 
. who know not the taſte of i it. One treaſon for this.may be, that 


+ dreſs their victuals. 


diet, and deſpiſe the bread-caters of the other iſlands. Wine they 
feldom drink, or indeed any thing elſe than water. Their employ- 
ment i is plowing the ground, fowing and reaping corn, and other 
labour in huſbandry. There are few men artificers in Lancerota 
and Fuertaventura; for their cloaths. are almoſt all made by the 
women; houſhold- furniture, &c. are brought to them from the other 
illands. There are but few monks, and no nuns in theſe iſlands: Z 
however they are in no want of prieſts, for there are feveral pariſh . 
churches, and an inferior Court of Inquiſition in each of theſe 
 Mands, to prevent hereſy ; ſo that the religion of the church of: 
Rome is the only one Fond among them. 
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fael is very ſcarce, eſpecially in Lancerota, inſomuch that I am 
at a loſs to conceive how the gentry there get a ſafficient n 


Tur beben value thenſulees much on account of their Coffe 


Taz gentry a very a to Trig their country, having not 


the leaſt curioſity, to travel and fee the world. Very few of them 
viſit Spain, or even Canaria, unleſs when they : are obliged to attend 
their law-ſuits in that iſland. A gentleman here, poſſefling © a few 
| acres of land, a dozen of ſheep, a. couple of aſſes, and a camel, 
would chuſe rather to live all his days on Goffio, than venture to 
the Spaniſh Weſt Indies to mend his fortune by trade or any other 
employment: he would even imagine that by engaging in ſucty 
an undertaking, he ſhould difgrace hlimſelf and family for ever. 
Yet he would not be aſhamed. to oppreſs the poor peaſants, and 
meanly deceive or take advantage of ſtrangers, in order to ſupport 
what is called rank in thoſe iſlands, which, among the claſs of 


gentry L n deſcribing, confiſts wholly in not working, or in 
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adi ates diſtance Sn en ag,, Atenged by 3; ra 
inſtead. of travelling gn foot: theſe are the Peiner in 
Aiivguiſh them(gh'es 0 che elsa. 9 


Toe e e e e and cuſtoms of theſe 
gran I Mall there gnſert che particulars of ſame jonrnies I made 
in Lancerota and S tar In my paſſage from che coaſt 
of Africa to Tanczife, I happened to touch at Cala de Fuſtes, in 
Fuertaventura, where, immed.4jely gn our arrival, the off f ff 
the port ſent an expreſs to the Gavernar, ' at Oliva, to acquaint 
him tbexewith. By the xeturn be axpreſs 1 received an ofder 
to came on iſhote to him with all conxe venſent ſpeed; the officer of 


the part baving Nracuge me. a adled aſs (for ꝑ horſe was not to 
We fat aut from the pdtt about three 


which 8 


* 


« ms - 


be had) with a gnide. 


o olock .j in the afterugon; and after having trayelled, about two 
hours through dry, barren, and, tony places, where we:ſaw ſome 


Soats and camels grazing, We came to a fine: level country, where 
were many corn-fields, with houſes and ſmall villages (ſcattered 
amongſt them. At ſun · ſetting we came near a pariſh, ohureh and 
parſonage; I intreated the guide to oonduct me to the parſon's 
houſe, to lodge that night, as there are no inns or public houſes 
in Fuertaventura.; but he excuſed himſelf, under various pre- 
Es ences, and perſuaded me to proceed about a mile: further, to 
rich farmer's houſe, where he ſaid we ſhould be more hoſpitably 
entertained. When we arrived there our hoſt. received us frankly, 
and ordered a couple of fowls to. be killed and dreſſed for ſupper, 
which were preſently made ready by his wife. .In the mean time 
the news of i the arrival of a ſtranger; having ſpread through the 
village, all: the inhabitants came to ſee. me; they aſked me a num 
ber of curious queſtions concerning England and Spain, with the 
latter of which they are as little acquainted as with the former. 
They were 2 inquilitive, that I was quite ſpent with talking, and 


—_—_— they 
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as © wats: ArsToar 0 
they e Alowed me time to eat, and did hot leave me tll teh 
clock, Whieh is a. very late hour for going to bed in that coun- 
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try. At ſupper, nobody ſat at table but the farmer and myſelf; 3: 


| his wife, as the cuſtom is there, waited on us; and when we: 


had ſupped, removed the fragments, and then went to ſup. by her- 
ſelf. My guide ſupped with the ſetvants upon Goffio and melaſſes 

er honey, in the ſame room with us: this they are not uſed = - 
but being curious, and not willing to loſe the pleaſure of converſ- 


ing with a ſtranger, they thought it a ſufficient excuſe for diſpenſ- . 
= Ing with decorum. The farmer, after ſupper, treated the whole 


company with a tumbler of wine each, which made them talk 


; more than they were accuſtomed to; for the ſervants there axe ſel- 


dom indulged with a. glaſs of wine. At night, my guide, who- 


. ſlept in the ſame bed, diſturbed me much with his ſcratching, - 

: having the itch; or ſort of ſcab, to which the people in all the Ca- 
nary iſlands are very. much ſabje& ; the cauſe. of which I. know: EE 
L not: but it is certain, that the people who dwell in countries re- 

3 markable for the purity of the air, are-more ſubje to this diſor- 

| der than thoſe who live in places where the air is moiſt-and damp.. 
We roſe before day-break, and purſued our journey, leaving our 
hoſt and his family faſt afleep.. We now: paſſed through A good 
eountry, well peopled. Upon the road we met a couple going to 
church to be married, with their retinue all riding on aſſes: they 
ſaluted us in this manner, Ave Maria,” i. e. Hail Mary; ; to. 
which my guide anſwered, „Sin peccado ooneebida; that is, 


Conceived free from original fin. He reproved me ſeveral times for 
not anſwering the people we met in the ſame manner as he did: as I. 


* 


did not chuſe to enter into a diſpute with him, I told him, it 


would be quite ridiculous in me to conform to one Spaniſh cuſtom, 
unleſs 1 could do ſo in all. In the courſe of our converſation on 


the road, he told me that the farmer, who had entertained us, 
Was excceding rich ; ;.and confeſſed. that his reaſon for not putting. 
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wp at the prieft's houſ „ 48 1 deſired vin, - wis*betdule he ch 
not uſe the freedom ithere to beg provender for Hit as; — that 
if he hadiknown w to happen, be would have bomplica 
with my requeſt,” : For, aid he; the lch miſer made me pay for 
my barley; and did you mark how ſparing he was of his wine; 
and when his wife wanted aught, ſhe came to the eh url for the 
keys. I would adviſe all ſtrangers, who may chance to be tra- 
welling in Lancerota or Fuertaventura, to put up at a prieſt's, för 
the clergy there are more capable to furniſh lodging, proviſion, 
and converſation, than either the peaſants or gentry. The rich 
farmer before- mentioned had often been at Tenerife, to ſell his 
corn, and knew all the Iriſh merchants there: thoſe people: are all 
Zealous members of the Romiſh chureh; and there are no pro- 
teſtant merchants in any of the iſlands, exeept the Engliſh Con- 
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| ſul and another. Being curious to know: what opinion the natives 


had of the Iriſh merchants, I enquired of my hoſt, if he knew 
OT perſon. or two, whom I named, and what he ne thought of them? 
He ſeemed to have a juſt notion of each; but at laſt, after, 1 had 
aſked after about ten of them, he ſaid, Lk Sir, theſe are all ca- 
tholics and very good people, but they are only Chriſtians of St. 
Patricio.” I deſired to know what he meant by this; he gave 
me no direct anſwer, but ſhook his head, and ſaid, Theſe men 
are very well in their way, but muſt not be compared to the Chri- 
ſtians of theſe iſlands. Ay, ay, ed he, ſmiling, it is not for | 
nothing they come to our country.” About noon we arrived at 
Oliva, the reſidence of the Govieabr; who, with his ſon, was 
fitting in a large hall, paved with flags, t the ſides of which were 
adorned with muſquets, ſwords, and pikes. On my entry they 


received me in a diſtant but polite manner, and deſired me to ſit 


down. After aſking me ſeveral queſtions relating to the occaſion 
of my coming to the iſland, and whither I was bound, they began 
ta canverſe more freely, and enquired ifI was a catholic? When 

| — 


E HISTORY or 
they found I vas nat, they ſaid, «© fs jit poſſible, Bigniar, that 
0 Ir -} e and -uadenftandivg/ican have 
any juſt reaſon for not embracing our moſt holy .rphgion ?” 
K I was greatly "fatigued with my journey, and faint in 
hunger and thirſt, 1 wanted much to evade the argument, 


awvhich I ſaw approaching; ſo I told them, every country had its. 


Peculiar cuſtoms and religion, to which each native WAS lo ſtron gly 


attached, that it was almoſt as impoſſible to perſuade him to 
change his-apinion, as to alter his form. Upon this, to my great 
comfort, dinner appeared, which, for the preſent, gave a;truce 
to the converſation. The dinner conſiſted of a certain ſoup made 
of oil, vinegar, water, pepper, and onions, with a few thin flices 
of bread,; after this:coutſe:came three boiled eggs, with tolerable 8 
5 good wine and bread. While we were eating, 1: perceived ſome 
ladies peeping-at us from the adjacent apartments, who, as :ſaon 
as they thought they were diſcovered, withdrew, After dinner, 
the religious converſation was revived, when, finding my ſpirits 

4 pretty well recruited, and that I could nat well evade the 
argument as before, I diſputed- with them a conſiderable time, and 
at laſt. told them it was-in-vain for us to talk any more on the ſub- 
ject; for. as I held the Chriſtian religion only by the ſacred writ- 

5 ings of the Old and New Teſtament, all their arguments drawn 
from the authority of the church, the writings of the fathers, and 
the opinions of ſaints and wiſe men, went with me for nothing: 
and added, that if the religion of the New Teſtament was the ſame 


with that now profeſſed by the Romiſni and proteſtant churches, it 
made that book to be falſe and -incoherent ; becauſe the New 


Teſtament. plainly declares, that no man in any place can:em- 


brace or: profeſs Chriſtianity, without ſuffering: worldly:loſs. in ſome 
way or other other, ſolely on account of hiscreligion. But, on 


the contrary, in Spain, and many other countries, a man cannot 
be a member of ſoeiety unleſs he profeſs what they call Chriſtia- 


nity; 
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ily which is ſo far from being 4 loſs to thoſe who profeſs " 
. that it is the firſt ſtep to honour and tickes. As the Governor's 
_ fon had heard juſt ſo much about the ſacred writings as to know 
that the church pretends to hold them in eſteem, he did not con- 
tradict what I ſaid of them, but replied, that he was ſure I muſt 
be wrong; and that if I would ſtay ſome time in the ifland, he 
would bring a learned and pious prieſt, who ſhould ſoon convince | 
me of my error, and ſhew me, that out of the church of Rome there 
could be no falvation. Then rifing, he defited me to look at the 
arms with which the hall was adorned, moſt of which were grown 
ruſty : he aſked me if we had any ſo good in England. Upon 
this a ſervant entered, and informed them that their horſes were 
faddled and ready. The Governor then faid he was ſorry he was 
obliged to leave me ſo ſoon, gave me a Bill of Health, and an 
order to be ſupplied with what I wanted, and then took his leave, 
wishing me a happy return to my own country. Before he de- 
parted, he ordered a ſervant to give us ſome bread and wine, to 


—— — ——— eta 
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refreſh us by the way on our return to Cala de Fuſtes. Having 


as proviſion, we did not ſtop by the way, as before, but went 
through deſert places, a nearer road to Cala de F uſtes, where 
we arrived at two o'clock next morning, and went on board. 
When we aroſe next day, the Mate informed me, that the Al- 
calde Major had been on board very early in the morning, and had 
waited for me until the evening. He found the firſt volume of Don. 
Quixote, in Spaniſh, lying in the cabin, with which he was much. 
' pleaſed, and employed himſelf all that day in reading jt, except 
when he left off to breakfaſt and dine : it ſeems he had never ſeen: 
that book before. He left orders with the officer of the tower, to 
deſire me to wait on him at the Villa; but the Mate, in my abſence, | 
having got on board all the freſh water and proviſions which were 
wanted, and for which and a Bill of Health we came to the iſland, 
we thought proper to diſpenſe with the order -of the Alcalde 
3 | Major, 
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lying at anchor in a road, to have. a .candh burnin; all, 
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| Majt, and, led t the next day. It is cu 
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be ready in caſe of accidents, and a Man or two on the deck 
to keep. watch: my guide. obſe: rving all-this, imagined. theſe things ; 
were done by way of reſpe& to me; for hen I diſmiſſed him, 
he ſaid, that if the Governor and gentry of the iſland had the leaſt 

notion of the grand manner of living in our ſhip, they would not 
deſpiſe ſeafarin g people ſo much as they did; for, added he, none 
of them eat i. well, or drink ſo good wine, as your ſeamen. 
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Tur round & time 8 Was at N eee we e forced in in tans ; 
"From the coaſt of Barbary by; a gale of wind; for Cape Negro in this 
iſland is not more than about ſeventeen leagues diſtant from that 
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coaſt, We anchored. at that time in the bay of Las Playas, 


and determined to remain chere a few days till che weather ſhould 
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oO our anal; 1 ſent a meſſenger. to the Alcalde er to in- 
form him of our being i in the bay; but receiving: no anſwer, I went 
| Aſhore, the next day, with one of our crew, and walked up to the 
village called El Tunehe, about three miles diſtant. On our 
arrival there, we went into a cottage for ſhelter from the ſun, 
and deſired the good-woman of the houſe to give us ſomething to 
eat and drink. She immediately boiled ſome milk with Goffio of 
barley, and prepared it for our refreſhment, which we found to be 
a moſt excellent diſh. It being then about the end of May, the 
weather exceſſive hot, and our faces ſcorched with the ſtrong warm 
breezes that blow fiercely there at that ſeaſon, we, immediately 
after our meal, fell faſt aſleep. About an hour after, we were 
awaked by ſome of the principal inhabitants, who en 
of us from whence we came, and what we wanted in the 
 Ifland? After anſwering them, we walked out of the houſe to 
view the town, which I think is the pooreſt i in all the Canary 


Iſlands. 
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lands. . As the wind blew. ſtrong and was therefore very diſ- 
agteeable, they conducted us into a garden, where we ſat down 
behind a wall, for ſhelter from the wind, and were agreeably | 
ſhaded from the rays of the ſun by the wide-ſpreading branches of | 

a large fig-tree. Here we had a great deal of converſation. ; - and 
among other things, I aſked them how theſe iſlands were firſt | 
peopled? One of them anſwered, that the Roman general Serto- 
rius was the firſt who diſcovered and ſent inhabitants to them. 
He ſaid, the reaſon why Lancerota and Fuertaventura were more 
barren than the reſt of the Canary Iſlands, was on account of their 
vicinity to the coaſt of Africa, Which, ſaid he, you very well 
know is dry and fandy.” At firſt fight of this man, we told him 
we had diſpatched a meſſenger to inform the Alcalde Major of our 


arrival, and to provide aſſes to carry us to him ; but after waiting 5 


long, and ſeeing no appearance of our meſſenger s return, or of 
any preparations for our journey, we told him we could ſtay 
no longer, but would immediately return to our veſſel, if he did not 
ſend us forthwith to the Alcalde Major. Upon which, after ſome 
heſitation, and looking as one aſhamed, he told 1 us, that ſince the 


truth muſt come out, it ſignified nothing to diſguiſe it any longer, 


and therefore he had to acquaint us, that as no perſon was allowed 
to enter the iſland without the licence of the Alcalde Major, 
whoſe office it was to take care that no infectious diſtemper ſhould be 
brats into it, they, being his ſervants, had taken the liberty to 
detain us priſoners until his pleaſure ſhould be known. We were 
a little alarmed at this declaration but luckily the Alcalde Major 
with his retinue arrived at that inſtant, and freed us from our un- 
eaſineſs. About an hour after, being provided with aſſes, at four | 
o'clock in the afternoon, we ſet out, being about eight in com- 
pany, and travelled all that evening through corn-fields until 
ſun-ſet, when we paſſed through narrow defiles betwixt the moun- 
tains, and arrived at the Alcalde Major's houſe about nine at night. 


So After 
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After "_ conducted us into a room, he left us Fw for about 
half an hour, and retired into another apartment, where was his 


family. When ſupper was ready, he returned to us. We were 


fortunate enough to find bread at the table inſtead of Goffio- 
dough, and wine that was drinkable, with a couple of broiled 


chickens ; which was a repaſt far better than 1 expected i in ſuch a 


place, and at ſuch a late hour. On the door of our bed-room was 


paſted a printed paper, called an Ave Maria, which ran as follows: 
Hail, Mary! conceived without original fin. Whenever any 
one fervently and with ſincere devotion repeats "theſe words, he 

_ ©  cauſeth great joy in heaven, and infinite terror in hell.” When 
I aſked the Alcalde about this paper, he informed us that ſome | 
miſſionaries from Spain came lately to the iſlands, in their way to 
the Indies, where obſerving a want of deyotion to the Virgin, they, 
in order to enliven it, cauſed the natives to buy t thoſe papers, and 
55 _ them on the doors of their houſes and — 


NExr morning we walked out to fre the town, ich i 18 plea- 


fantly ſituated in a narrow bottom, ſurrounded with hills. It has 
a large beautiful church and convent, built of hewn ſtone : moſt 
of the houſes of the town are neat, but without either balconies 
or any outer courts, as is the manner of building the houſes of 
people of faſhion in Spain and in the other iſlands. In the gardens 
of the town we ſaw no fruit nor other trees, except a few palms or : 
 fig-trees, and ſome of the ſhrub bearing the prickly pear. After 
our walk we returned to the houſe, where we breakfaſted on 
"bread, broiled chickens, cheeſe, wine, and ſweetmeats; for the 


” gentry here do not make uſe of chocolate, like thoſe in the reſt 
of the iſtands. 


All the time we were in the Alcalde's houſe we 
ſaw no women, except the ſervants, it not being the cuſtom there 
for women of faſhion to appear before ſtrangers. About ten in the 
morning we took our leave of him, and returned to Las Playas. 


On — 
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On our way thither we ſtopped at a gentleman's houſe, who was 
a native of Tenerife, and farmed the King's revenue upon ſnuff 
and tobacco in this iſland. His houſe was two ſtories high, with | 
balconies. | He ordered us each a diſh of chocolate, and enter- 

tained us after a free, open, and hoſpitable manner; and when 
we took our leave of him, he made one of his ſervants fill our 
guide s ſack full of bread, cheeſe, and * * wine. 4 


Nzxr day the Alcalde Major and the Governor's ſon came to 
viſit me on board the ſhip at Las Playas. The latter immediately 

recollected his having ſeen me when I was at Oliva, and repri- 
manded me becauſe I had not waited on his father. I excuſed my- 
ſelf in the beſt manner I could. And when the Alcalde Major 
underſtood I was the ſame perſon, on board whoſe veſſel he had 


been ſome years before, at Cala de F uſtes, he aſked me in a very 


ſerious manner, why I went away that time without ſeeing him, 5 
and paying his fees: he added, that the duty of a maſter of a veſſel, 


is, whenever he arrives in the iſland, to wait upon him immedi- 


. ately. In anſwer to all this, 1 pleaded ignorance. of the Spaniſh 


cuſtoms; which is a good apology for ſtrangers to make at all times 
| when they fall into any miſtakes, and are thereby embarraſſed | 
in that country. After entertaining them in the beſt manner I 
could, they went aſhore, being! ſea- ſick, and lodged i in a cave near 

the ſea. We ſtruck a bargain with them for a cargo of wheat, for 
one of the veſſels, for at that time I had two in the bay, one 
of which I intended ſhould carry this corn to the iſland of Ma- 


deira. 5 


I order to take on board the corn, it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
receive a viſit of the Inquiſition, &c. before which no veſſel can trade 
in theſe iſlands. But when theſe crafty gentlemen found I was in 

TY earneſt about buying corn, and that I had received the viſits of the 

Ee 1 Inquiſitors, 


25 
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Tnquiſitors, they, expecting to make me pay them more money for 
it, pretended they could not buy the corn ſo cheap as they 
imagined : 6 Beſides, ſaid they, we run a great riſque of being 


called to account for exporting corn contrary to law.” When 
F perceived them ſhuffling, I altered my defign of buying corn, But 


| Attempted to trade with the reſt of the inhabitants for caſh and 


what little proviſion 1 wanted for the veſſels; but this did not 


ſucceed, for the Alcalde Major and his aſſociates, by their power 
and authority in the iſland, ſo intimidated the natives, and laid 
ſo many ſtumbling blocks in. their way, that they could not buy 


any thing from me. The Alcalde, finding his ſeheme had taken . 


effect, and that I was diſappointed, propoſed again to ſell the 
cargo of corn, and to abate ſomething of the price which I : 
had rejected. When he made this propoſal I was aſhore and in his 
power, therefore did not tell him all I thought, but ſeemed to 
agree to his offer; but as ſoon as I got on board, prepared every 
thing for failing. As ſoon as they perceived this from the ſhore, 
they immediately ſent a boat aboard, with a meſſage beſeeching - 
me to ſtay, and that if I would come aſhore, they would make 
me offers to my ſatisfaction. I told the meſſenger there was no 
truſting to what they ſaid; upon which, when he found me in 
_ earneſt, he preſented me with a bill of the dues and fees of the 
| Inquiſition, and of the Alcalde Major for the two different times I 
had been in the iſland, in all amounting to about ſix pounds. 1 
told the meſſenger to give my compliments to the Alcalde and the 
_ officers of the Inquiſition, and tell them I would pay them when 


ever I ſhould have the pleaſure of ſeeing them again: and ſo we 
departed. During the time the Alcalde Major and his compa- 
nions lodged in the cave by the ſea- ſhore, they ſubſiſted on what 
proviſions we ſent aſhore to them, and on fiſh, for they could not 
remain in the ſhips by reaſon of ſea-fickneſs. At that time ſome 


-of the fiſhermen catched in the bay a huge tortoiſe, or logger- 


3 ; | head 
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head turtle, weighing: about five hundred pounds, - which: they 
brought aſhore, and placed on its back upon a great ſtone, then 
cut its throat, from which the blood iflued forth in a largeiſmoak- 
ing ſtream. 'Having no veſſel at hand to receive it, the Alcalde 
and the reſt of the gentry catched as much of it as they could in 
their hands and drank it off. When they obſerved our diſ- 
guſt at, the ſight of ſuch a barbarous and beaſtly repaſt, they 
ſhook their heads, and told us it was an excellent remedy for 
the itch, and invited us to partake likewiſe: to the increaſe 
of our loathin 1 we obſerved their _— blotched with | ſeabs 5 


. and ulcers. 1 


IN this voyage we had on board, as an interpreter on the coaſt 
of Africa, a Barbary Jew. When we came to Fuertaventura, 1 


| gave ſtrict orders to our crew not to tell the iſlanders who he was, 


for fear of an accident in caſe he ſhould venture aſhore; and be- 
fore I went myſelf, I adviſed him to keep « on board; for fear the 
Inquiſition ſhould get notice of, and detain him. But, notwith- 
ſtanding my caution, he went aſhore, and travelled to the village . 
of Tunehe, where he paſſed for a catholic. As he ſpoke very 
4 good Spaniſh, the natives were very fond of converſing with him; 
and one of them happening to aſk him what countryman he was, 
he replied an Italian; the other aſked him if he had ever been 
in Rome, to which he readily anſwered in the affirmative : 2 
« And have you ever ſeen God's Vicar upon earth?” « Yes, 
% ſaid he, and received his bleſſing alſo.” Upon this they con- 
ducted him to their houſes, where they treated him with the beſt 
they had, and made him ſome preſents of Goffio-meal, kids, and 
fowls: but when ſome of our poor heretical ſailors went to that 
village, they never ſo much as defired them to come into their 
houſes, or aſked them to eat or drink, until they ſhewed them 
money. . 


Wurs 
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Wark: 11 Lic came to the iſland of Lancerota, we anchored in 
the pott of El Rio before mentioned, from men re imm outs 
ately diſpatched a ſhepherd, whom I found there, to the Governo 
to give him notice of our arrival. He returned the, ſame as 
and brought with him one of the Governor's ſervants, with a 
ſaddled aſs, and an order for me to wait on him at the village of 
5 aue Accordingly! I went. aſhore, and took a Tenerife boy 
2 with me. After we had ine the ſteep cliff by the 
w path-way, we found the ſaddled aſs waiting for us, upon 
= hich I mounted, and ſoon came to the village, where I found 
the Governor ſitting oh a bench before the door of his houſe; 
who, on my approaching him, embraced and ſaluted me after the 
Spaniſh faſhion. He Was dreſſed in a black taffety waiſtcoat, and 
' breeches of the ſame ſtuff, white filk ſtockings, a linen night-cap 
laced, with a broad-brimmed hat flouched. This dreſs made him 
appear extremely tall, and he was in reality about fix feet high, 
and ſeemed to be about fifty-five years of age. After ſittitig ſome. 
time with him at the door, he brought me into the houſe, and 
| introduced me to ſome ladies, whom I took to be his wife and 
; daughters. This was a favour of no ſmall account in this, or 
any other of the Canary Iſlands. Although I left the ſhip before 
dinner- time, nobody aſked me if I had dined, ſo that I faſted 
that day from morning to night. There is a ſtrange ſort of deli- 
cacy among the gentry here, which is, that one muſt not aſk 
for any thing to eat, though ever ſo hungry or faint, in a 
5 ſtrange houſe; as a freedom of that kind would be looked on as 
the higheſt degree of vulgarity and ill breeding: therefore, when 
I found an opportunity, I made a pretence of going out to ſpeak 
to my ſervant, but in reality to try to get ſome victuals privately. 
The Tenerife boy I found had ſuffered as much as myſelf: how- 
ever, I gave him ſome money and ſent him to bring whatever he 
could find that was catable ; andi in caſe he could procure nothing 


better, -- . 
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or 555 end ſold Mes: At "laſt tins came, pot the 16 
- paſt was, for that part of the World, not came a good one, but very ER 
elegant, conſiſting of: many different diſhes. All the time we were EE 
at table, the ladies were very particular i in their enquiries concerning i 
che Engliſh women, their appearance, dreſs, behaviour, andambſes : 9 
ments. I replied, to all their queſtions as well as I could ; but | — 
| they were greatly ſhocked at the account I gave of their free be. 
, . haviour; but when I informed them of the manners of che French 
ladies, they told me plainly that t it vras not | chere could 
be any virtuous women among them. After the ladies retired, 
the old gentleman magnified the power, wealth, and grandeur of a 1 
the King of Spain above all the Kings of the world. As an in- 17 — 
ſtance of the courage of the Spaniſh ſeamen, he faid it was a rule, 8 
— Spaniſh man of war ſhould happen to meet two of the ſame 
. force of any other nation, ſhe was not to run away, but was ob- 


— 


— — 


liged to engage them; and if ſhe met three, the Captain might 


if he pleaſed endeavour to avoid them, but if he fled, it was al- 
ways looked on as a daſtardly action. He added, that the Spa- 


niards, in courage, temperance, honour, and zeal for the —_ , 
religion, ſurpaſſed all the reſt of the world. With this and =_ 1 
like diſcourſe he entertained me for the ſpace of an hour; among. 1 I 
other queſtions, he aſked me if England and France were in the EO 
fame iſland, or if they were different iſlands. Lentreated the honour 

of his company on board my ſhip at El Rio: he ſaid, he would 

come with all his heart, if my ſhip were at Porto de Naos, but 

that it would be indecent for a man of his quality to deſcend: the | 

cliff on all fours. Next morning I ſet out for El Rio, in com- 
pany with the. Stankero, or farmer of the King's duty on ſnuff 
and tobacco. We were mounted on aſſes, which ſet off with us 
ona full gallop, but did not long continue that pace, The Stan- | 
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alighting, and-we e were obliged to wait for h 


only pleaſure he had in life was to take his gum i in n the morning, 
mount his aſs; and 8⁰ a-ſhooting. When we came to the ſteep 
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one of the gentlemen would: not t: alight, but ordered his ſervant 
to lead his aſs: down the pa ervant being wiſer than 
himſelf, with great difficulty « diſſusded him from this piece of 
Nate; by repreſenting. to him the impoſlibility . of doing it with 


out breaking his neck: ſo fearful are theſe people. of demeaning | 
themſelves by uſing. their legs. W eee en le N 
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Tux Stankero and his friends 1 on board, and bought ſome 


goods of us, 'which they were to pay for in orchilla-weed:_ After | 
the concluſion of the bargain, we entertained them i in the beſt. 


manner we could, for three days that they remained on board, 


waiting for the orchilla-weed, which they had ſent for from. the 


other end of the iſland. Their ſervants told us, that their maſters 
had never lived ſo well i in their lives, and that one of the gentlemen 


in particular never taſted fleth meat at home: : however, we were 


perfectly ſenſible that this did not proceed from any natural anti- 


pathy, or temperance; for with us he eat, or rather devoured, 
1 pounds of meat at every meal. % Goth pi ip 

| WuwiLE we remained at El Rio, our Carpenter and Boatſwain 
ſet out together, after breakfaſt, to viſit the village of Haria, 


and being ſtrangers to the cuſtoms of the place, neglected to take 
proviſions with them. When they got on ſhore, the firſt thing 


* 


they did, ſeamen- like, was to look out for a public houſe; but | 


their labour proved in vain, and therefore they went into ſeveral 
houſes, in hopes that ſomebody would be courteous enough to 
offer them ſomething to eat; but, though they found the people 
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I to as + ſo far they were. right, for they 
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nm t about half way chither, 
e N chaieed to ſhake himſelf, and the ſailors, wholly un 
uſed to, and not erpedtiag due a ſudden motion, came tumbling 
Hheadlong to the ground. ver, in a ſurprize, aſked-them 
what was the matter, and end woured to perſuade them to re- 
mount, but i in vain ; 'and when: he demanded: the hire of the beaſt, 
ey. told him it was well they did not break his bones, and o 
walked: off: the driver aving no one near to aſſiſt him, did not 


off, er to purſue them. 


*% 


, | Turse ſtories may appear very triling and impertinent —_— — 
reader; but J relate them to give ſome idea of the manners of „„ 
- . thoſe people. When we enquired of them the price of any thing, . | 

ſuch as ſheep, fowls, or vgs, this was their common reply, To 
n the natives of the country, we ſell them at ſuch a Price's but 1 
„ to ſtrangers we cannot ſell them under ſo much more.” This is _ 


Alone ſufficient to ſhew their inh oſpitable and brutal difpoſition. 
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Spain, yet the natives of the two iſlands which we are now 
deſcribing, and thoſe of Gomera and Hierro, hold not their lands 
of the crown, but of the deſcendants of the houſe of Herrera. 
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Culxr part of the power and juriſdiction originally poſſeſſed by 


de las Armas. The firſt of thoſe officers is the head of the civil, 


and the other of the military government. From the deciſion of 
the Alcalde Major there is an appeal to the Royal Audienee in the 
iſland of Canaria: and the Sargento Major receives his orders from 
the Governor- general of the Canary Iſlands, who commonly reſides 
in Tenerife. There are no ſtanding forces kept here; but there is 


' a militia, properly regulated, and divided into companies, to each of 
which there is a Captain, Lieutenant, and Enſign. The Sar- 
gento Major is Colonel, or chief of the whole, and takes care to ſee 


n their arms, &c. are kept in proper order, that the companies 
max be raiſed at a ſhort warning; for ſome time after the con- 


aqueſt of theſe iſlands, the natives were frequently diſturbed by 
Algerine corſairs, and eſpecially thoſe of Lancerota, where a fleet 
of thoſe people landed, and carried off no leſs than one thou- 
ſand, fix hundred, and forty-eight perſons *, being almoſt all the 
inhabitants of the Hand. The Governor gave me the following. 


| *..Gramaye ſays this happened in the year 1618. Ds 
| account. 


LTHOUGH all the 4 Iſlands are ſubject ws | © 3%: 


the- proprietors of „ was taken from them and annexed 
to the crown; probably on account of their abuſe of ſuch an ex- 
 tenſive authority; and the government is now inveſted in an Al- 
calde Major, and a Sargento Major, otherwiſe called Governador 


* * WA 
* . "oY" 4 1 
9 * \ 4 \ V 
1 N e E bo * 
ne | FIT) N 1 
a. r N gy : 1 
r e . F = \4 * 
a Ly F, 1 Fo 4 4; RAY _ * 4,8 
* Tx 1:0 * N 7 YT ers 
OSS bud An 
* a Van 
N 5 
\ * 
. 38 1 
Sx 8 
* 4 
| ** 
815 7 
5 9 \ 
92 
We 
\ 1 
. oY, 
- 
». 
- a 
* 
\ t 9 
2 VS 
{1 N 
N 2 
9 d 
1 Xt 4 2 2 
, * * > 5 8 N I 
* * L © * ry y * bY, 7 
4 s LY, * 3 
; F . 
"a f S 
* 4 * F * : "8 % 
* . } 
jk ; bo 9 $ ; 
* 1 * * 2 . 
- * 7 l 
4 v 5 RR 
1 » : = £8 
* * IP a <8 
1 * 5 * 35 
ö 1 i k 


S 


< 
- - 
4 Y % #4; . 5 
SPY Py : 


2 * LON 
PEST. Fong $ og 


rh, 


ww" 


3 


7 


one that runs above A ale i in —_ 


7 Ae oa 


„ 
* 


na rt oo nt <A t ECIOG Mes dos 


po” at the un end] wa which 00 pitives wYy to 8 fortle * 
f fearch of witons. e one of them, who was upon — » On 
——— ron 2 hi 3 „ 


— — 


— med re if be did not — — —_— 
the truth; whereupon they ſtopped up the other entry, a i 
uus compelled thoſe within to ſurrender: and notwithſtanding a 
fleet of Spaniſh men of war was then craifins in the Streights of „„ 
Gibraltar, to intercept them, they arrived ſafe at Algiers, —_— „ 

their priſoners and booty. The King of Spain was p „ ‚Ü 1} 

nſom r people, and ſend them back to their — 
. In thoſe days Lancerota was but thinly inhabited, W 
but it is now quite otherwiſe. Some time about the year —_— > 
the Algerines made another deſcent upon this land. The natives, 4 

who were now better acquainted with the manner of defending — 
themſelves, did not offer to oppoſe their landing; but ſuffere lll 
them to advance into the country, when, getting between the 9 8 i. 
corſairs and their boats, they ſurrounded and cut every one of 
them in pieces, except only thoſe who were left to guard the 
boats. Since that time the Algerines have never attempted to 4 
land in any of the Canary Iſlands. In the year 1 596, « ſmall 
ſquadron of Engliſh ſhips, commanded by the Earl of Cumber- 
land, came to anchor near Port de Naos. This ſquadron was go- 
F „„ 5 ing 
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6 ing to attack the Spaniſh. ſettlements. in n the Wed {Tadice; bur 

. the Earl having intelligence from 1 ne of his ſeamen (wh 

_— = bad been priſoners in the iſland) of a Marquis reckoned. to be 

A worth ndred -thauſand pounds, wha lived in the town. of 

as, and who was: Lord of Lancerota and F uertaventura; ;. he 

_ determined to touch there, and ſeize him, in order to procure a. 

3ꝛoad ſum for his ranſom. Theſe men aſſured him, that they 

$Y LY 5 knew the place ſo well, that they could conduct him by night to 

=: . the Marquiss houſe. But when the fleet came off the iſland, 

| , - _ they could nat, even in broad day-light, ſhew him the proper 

. 1 for landing; however, he anchored with his ſhips near Port 
de Naos, ſent five or ſix hundred ſoldiers aſhore, under the com- 

mand of Sir John Berkley, who purſued the natives for ſome 
5 time, but without being able to overtake them, they were 3 

ſwift⸗footed; and when he came to the town, he found nothing 
left but a ſmall quantity of cheeſe and wine, and whole reams of 

popiſh bulls and pardons. The caſtle or fort. was abandoned. 

though it was ſo ſtrong that twenty men could have: ;defended it 

againſt five hundred. And, now as the Marquis, who was the 

chief object of their deſcent, was na where to be found, the troops 

1 freimbarked, after having ſuſtained ſome loſs by ſickneſs, . from 

_ ! drinking too plentifully, of the wine which they found in the town. 
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=_— Duxixò the warbeween England and Spain · which began in the | 
= - year 17 39, an an Engliſh privateer came into the bay of Las Playas, i in 
3 Fuertaventura, and landed a conſiderable body of men, who marched 
: ns into the iſland. But they had not proceeded far, whena multitude of 
—_ the natives, chiefly armed with clubs and ſtones, attacked them with - 
| great fury, killed the greateſt part of them, and made the reſt pri- 
ſioners, who were ſoon after ſent to Tenerife. Six weeks after this, ſome 
: bother Engliſh privateers landed two or three hundred men at the 
ſame place, and marched inland with colours flying and drums 
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„ on the eaſt. Ih n ame or r cœbtre⸗ is exceeding | „ 2 
and full of lofty: mountains, which tower fo far above tie 4 
clouds as to ſtop. the current of the north-eaſt wind that gene- ! Bb. 
rally. blows here; ſo that when this wind blows hard on the ey 
north fide of the mountains, it is either quite calm on the other e Aj 
fide, or a gentle breeze blows upon it from the : ſouth-weſt. - : *; 5 
| Theſe calms and eddy-winds, occaſioned by: the height of =_  - fo 
mountains above the atmoſphere, extend twenty or twenty-five 25 "i 
leagues beyond them, to the ſouth-weſt. There are calms be= N 
| yond or to the leeward of ſome f th e reft-of the iſlands as well 5 — 


— — 


as Canaria; for thoſe of Tenerife extend fifteen leagues into the 
ocean; the calms off Gomera, ten; and thoſe off Palma, A „ 
* have been frequently i in all the calms of the iſlands, excepting CD 
thoſe of Palma; and from my experience of them, I may —_ _ 
ture to ſay, that it is extremely dangerous for ſmall veſſels, er 
open boats to venture within them, when the wind blows hard 55 . 
without. It is true, indeed, the wind raiſes the waves of the ſea „ 
to a mountainous height; yet thoſe waves follow each other 1 Z 
regular ſucceſſion ; for were they to fall confuſedly one againſt — 
another, no ſhip would be able to ſail on the ocean. But in a . 
ſtorm, the wind driving the ſea before it, each wave gives place 


to the one which follows; whereas in the calms of the Canary 


Iſlands, the ſea not moving | forward in the ſame direction with the 23 
ſea without, but being as it were ſtagnate, or at reſt, reſiſts the 2 
waves that fall in upon it from without; and this reſiſtance cauſes OE 
them to break juſt in the ſame manner as the billows break upon 
the ſea-ſhore, but with leſs violence on account of the different 8 
nature of the reſiſtance. This breaking of the waves is only on 
the verge of, or juſt entering into the calms, for within them the 
%% ¶ d one en nn IS: 
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of the iſland repair their 


would. i imagine the bald not withſtand if 3 Nees, this © 
ion does not laſt long. The -beſt way to manage a ſhip enter- 
ing the calms, is imme y to haul 155 the courſes, 
ligentl uff of wind that o 
in order to puſn the ET into hon as ſow as 
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two or three minutes, according as the wind veers and hauls; 


muſt not think it ſtrange, to be obliged to brace about the yards 


ever 


ut after a ſhip is once fairly entered into the 
ther find a dead calm and water, Or a pleaſant and conſtant 
breeze at ſouth or ſouth- veſt, accor ing as the blows with 
out, to which this eddy-wind, as I may always blows in 
| an oppolite dir ion. 1 e * 


anaria is a peninſula, about two: 

he iſthmus by which it is connected 
We 5 main + iſland, is chang: two miles im length, and a quarter 
of a mile in breadth at the narroweſt part. On each fide of 
| iſthmus is a bay, which. is expoſed on the north-we 
ſwell of the ſea, and therefore am unfit road for ſhippi 


t in between a ledge of rocks and the ſhore, and lie there 
| ſmooth and ſecure from all winds: and weat 


nall veſſels. 


| is 
to the 


Ox the other fide of the iſthmus is a ſpacious: ſandy bay; called: 


by ſome Porto de Luz, and by others Porto de Ifletes; from 
ſome ſteep. rocks, or iſlands, at the entrance of the 
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towyards 
the north-eaſt. This is a good road for ſhipping any bur- 
then, with all winds except the ſouth-eaſt, to which it is 
—q JJ ee © 


but ſmall 


the natives 


—— 


I = 
2956 
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eee 0 8 are two 


theſe have no garriſons, except a few invalids; At the other ed © 
le called $t. Pedro. None of all theſe 
„ good weather anchor wit uf 2 mile of the town, for the = Wo 
1 _ he 3 but that place is not a good road. The city of 
* to oppoſe an attack ; but it is —_—  - 
dings, particularly the cathedral of St. 

Fg oh many 5 convents of Friars of all orders, and : 
; : ivate houſes here in general good, being all - t 
| built of ſtone. The city is divided into two parts, which have a 2 ; 
communication with each other by a bridge, thrown over a ſmall - 
ſtream of water. The number of inhabitants in Palmas I gueſs to | 
be about fix thouſand. „ 5 a 9 
Tux next port of any conſequence is Gando, ſituate on te 
ſouth-eaſt part of the iſland. I never was there, but am informed | | 
it is a good port for ſhipping, with all winds except the ſouth. 1 
e There you may be ſupplied with good water and other refreſh- 1 
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Mp 7 trees. From Gaete there is a high road 
4 „ aſt of Canaria, excepting at theſe ports, is gene- 
1 5 oats or veſſels, by reaſon of the breaking of 
B e ſea upon it: even the ceward, or ſouth-weſt part of the iſland 
de wo this inconveniency, althoug it is ſheltered by the 5 
8 land from the ſwell of the . ML I co a | 
F ' I a is the ſame on the ſhores of all the Canary I nds,. —_ | 
3 Ln, . ; y at the full and change of the moon, excepting thoſe: of: | 
—_ cerota N nertaventura. | "rot even to > leeward . 
| ; e are no inland cities, or large towns, in Canaria; 3 but 
the chief of which are Galdar and Telde. | 
EE ALTHOUGH this iſland is high and mountainous, yet between 
. the mountains, and near the ſea-coaſt, there are many plains, and | 
EEE more level ground than in any of the nary Iſlands to t | | 
ns | JJ 8 e | 
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winter is not 
in a ackwar ſeaſon. 


than with. us about th 

ſame ſort of winds blow here, 

| rota and Fuertaventura; 
3 only 1 gentle the air 
8 agreeably temperate. The heavens here are ſeldom Ceerbelt, the 
fly being almoſt continually ſerene and free from ſtorms and thun- VV 


dee upon the iſland, from the great deſert of Africa; but theſs-— 1 
. a appen, and do not laſt long, They are very hot, dry, and C 


ſtifling, and do muc | ; eir per- 8 


Wo 


amage to the fruits of the earth by t 
nicious quality, and alſo by bringing clouds of locuſts, that de- 


5 vour every green thing where they aliglit, In the mountains, tile 
weather is di ferent from what I have been deſcribing; for there | 
| it is very cold in winter, and the tops of them are uninhabitable, EE | 


by reaſon of the ſnow. that. falls there in that ſeaſon, in great: 8 | 


VJVVVTVTVTVT„D 0 
i To add to the excellent qualities of this climate, the aif is 1 3 


— 


„ wholeſome, and the natives enjoy health and longevity be-- 
vyvond any people i in the world. I. have had opportunities of ob- 
ſerving that when they go with Europeans to hot unhealth 1 

imates, they are the firſt that fall ſick and die. | 
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| ? : at Je elds 21 ; uti APE: 
= bi um- ſurub J 
| ranger imagine; 
j _ ' 6 an ot (en 
5 1 1 am perſua ; d it would, anſwer better, a | 
| fectual preſeryative againſt the worms. The tarrahala is a. : 
© yew, or wild-pine; the retama, a withered ſhrub without leaves, : | 
Z not unlike the branch of ; a vine, and ſome of i it grows to the thick 
DL: | neſs. of a man's wriſt. There are many others hefdes theſe, 
OD 1 which cannot c t deſcribe. Al the large trees, excef N 
; that are natural to the land, grow on the DIONIENAS near the ie | 
EI: *© which deſcending upon them towards the evening, fur- He | 
- 5 them with moi E 5 | 
N As to fruits, here are the almond, 1 walnut, cheſnut, apple, pear, | | 
3 55 each, apricot, cherry, plum, mulberry, fig, banana, date, orange, 
=_ lemon, citron, lime, pomegranate, and in ſhort all the American : 
. and European fruits, except the anana, or pine- apple, of which 1 
= think there are none in theſe iſlands. Of grain they have wheat, NWG 
. 8 barley, and maize or Indian corn; but peas, beans, and garra- 5 ö 
> vanſas* are ſcarce and dear: melons of different ſorts, potatoes, 
Z batatas, yams, pompions, the beſt onions in the world, and many 
1 other kinds of roots are found i in n plenty ere, and all good i in their 
ns | A kind of an written generally Carayangas, | 
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is the imprudent conduct of their government, which prohibits 0 the: 
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When a famine happens i in any country, and the poor ſtarye for want of food, , 
why ſhould the proprietors of corn be robbed, by being compelled to ſell their grain 
below its real value? For every commodity is juſt worth what it will fetch. Why. 
do not the rich, in ſuch a cafe (if they would be humane at their on coſt) give 
money to the poor, to enable them to purchaſe it at the current price? Does the 
government in any country compel” people, in a plentiful! year, to buy more corn. 
than they can conſume, in order that the merchants, who have a great quantity on 
hand, may be no loſers? Vet this is juſt as reaſonable as obliging the merchants or 
farmers to lower the price of their grain. | 
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basel among . trees, d the . aff he Oanar 
form a moſt delightful concert. When a perſon. isin e of theſe 


3 inchanting ſolitudes, he cannot fail of Ae to e ee the 
| | 3 fine things thy ancients have written of che Fortunate Og. 
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ee DIS nl 4'T a 
In cat to this Eee en tp upper part inf; che {land 
"i « totally. barren and deſolate, - producing. neither graſs or ſhrub, 
except a few of the above-mentioned retamas; for it projects Ar 
above the clouds, and therefore receives neither dew. or rain, but is 
expoſed to a thin, dry, parching wind, that generally blows from 
the weſtern quarter, in direct oppoſition to the trade- wind below, 
or under the clouds: in the night this weſterly wind blows hard, 
5 but lulls in the day-time. In the winter- ſeaſon the top. of this 
1 þ iſland's is inacceſſible, bing covered with ſnow. 4 
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Tur prodigious quantity of calcined oaks, iſles and lava that 3 
on the greateſt. part of all the Canary Iſlands, disfigure them 
much, and render the ground unpleaſant. The volcanos from 
whence this matter proceeded, and which formerly burned, may 
be diſcerned! in all quarters of this and the reſt of the iſlands; as 
„„ alſo the channels made by the fiery ſtreams that flowed from them. 
=. 1 Thoſe are full of aſhes, cinders, and a pumice-ſtone of a heavier 
= - kind than that which we bring from Naples. I have n t heard of 
1 any volcano burning in Canaria ſince the conqueſt. „„ If. 5 
MW ä inhabitants of thoſe iſlands abandoned them, and went mn —_ﬀ©= 
nin queſt of new habitations (as ſome maintain) it muſt be owing to „ 
g the dread oy had of thoſe moſt terrible eruptions. 2” 
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I Tax wine of Conarie is good, 555 has not ſuch : a body as chit of 
| : "Tenerife, and therefore not fo fit for exportation ; ; yet many pi pes Z 
} of it are annually ſent to the Spaniſh Well Indies. 
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2 CANARY. ISLANDS. 


Turgi is no oil made in this or the other iſlands, n e i 
Ing olives have been planted 1 in Canaria. They grow indeed, and __ 
bear fruit, but not to ſo great perfection as in Spain, Barbary, and 
other countries. Much ſugar was formerly made here; but the 
great demand for the wines and brandies of this iſland in the 

; -Spaniſh Weſt Indies, topped: the culture of canes, the natives 
finding it more ad vantageous to veſt the produce of their wines =. 25 
the Havannah in ſugar, than to raiſe it in their own country. b 
Honey abounds i in Canaria, which is good, but of a black colour. ” 
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23 
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Tur . 188 are camels, tories; as, * few: thirkes, bul- =. — 4 
locks, ſheep, goats, hogs, rabbits, fowls, turkeys, geeſe, ducks, 
| you crows, and Canary-birds, with ſome others of the 
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CANARIA is ſometimes peſtereil wich ocuſts, Which are 
| brought thither by ſouth-eaſt winds from the deſert, and devour 


— —-—¼ 


every green thing wherever they alight ; but ſeldom viſit Eo; 
the Canary Iſlands, except this and Hierro, which are ſituated e 
: more ſoutherly 1 than the reſt. A few years ago, ſuch an immenſe 

quantity came to the ſouth-eaſt part of Canaria, that they covered 

the fourth part of the iſland, and did infinite damage. EH 


LIZ ARDS abound i in this Ty all hy other nander | but we find © 1 
no ſnakes, ſerpents, ſcorpions, or other venomous creatures, 
excepting the fore- mentioned ſpider of Lancerota, and a kind of 
viper peculiar to the iſland of Gomera; which, however, I can- . 

not find, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, to be at all hurtful. _ „ 
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7 ages from Weges on the ſouth-eals gde of me nd, s © 
t'or caſtle, about « Mile to | the = 
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| _ the middle 4 the en and a 


|  northward'of it. In all that ſpace, ſhips anchor from a cables BO 4 
length diſtance from the ſhore, in fix, ſeven, and eight fathom '- 
” water, to half a mile, in twenty-five or thirty fathoms. When a .. Mi 
| © chip lies any time in the road, it is neceſſary to buoy her cables, aaa “ 
e ground is in ſome places foul, and conſequently they will be e 9 
| | apt to rub. and ſpoil. Here ſhips, if moored with good cables — 
and anchors, may lie ſecure in all winds, althou h the bay is ex“ 2 
poſed and open to thoſe which blow from the north-eaſt; eaſt, and — — 
ſouth-eaſt: however, it is not aboye once in the ſpace of four or fte — 
Vears that they blow ſo hard as to cauſe any conſiderable damage. VCC 
Some years ago, almoſt all the ſhipping i in the road were , © 8 
on ſhore by one of theſe gales : ſome Engliſh ſhips were at that i 
time in the bay, the crews of which prudently cut away their CGG. 
| | maſts, and fo rode qut the ſtorm ſafely. On that occaſion ſome > 1 
3 Spaniſh ſeamen there, publicly declared they ſaw the devil i in the q 
| height of the ſtorm very buſy in aſliſting the heretics. 4 
| In the middle of the town is a mole, built at a vaſt expence, | — 
| for the convenience of landing. It runs to the northward, and — - 
the outermoſt part of it turns toward the ſhore. In mild wea- L 


ther goods are landed ata creek amon g the rocks, near the cuſtom-! 3 „ ; 
houſe, at the diſtance of a ſtone 8 caſt to the ſouthward of 
the mole. 
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In- going from the mole into the town, there f is 4 {qu | 


eon the left hand; named St. Philip' s, which is the principal one in — 4 
the bay: to the. northward of it along ſhore, are ſome forts 2 
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are fort 
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centre of the Canary-trade with Europe and America. 
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or r batteries, mount | with guns; the molt ab I 
is called Paſſo Alto. Near it is + ſteep. _—_ gs on. vs! ey, be- 
ginning at the ſea-ſhore, and running a long way inland, which. 
would render any attack of an enemy on that quarter extremely 


difficult. There. is another fort along ſhore, to the northward. 
A 


2 x a 
Ll ' s . . ' 


Ar the ſouth end of the town are ſome batteries; and beyond 
them, cloſe to the ſhore, there is a fort called St. Juan... All the: 


ſea-ſhore, from thence to the ſouthward, is generally. inacceſſible, 
being naturally fenced with rocks, on which the ſurf breaks almoſt. 


continually. . All theſe forts are mounted with cannon, and. 


Joined to each other by a thick ſtone wall, which begins near the. 


rocky den, and. continues, with little.i interruption, to fort St. Juan. 


This wall is only breaſt-high within, but higher without, facing 


the ſea. I The entry to the town from the ſea is at the mole, where: 


there is an open paſſage between the wall. and St. Philip's caſtle, 


which commands and. guards this. entry. „% 


SANTA. Cu is a large town, containing ſeveral. churches;, 


three convents of Friars, an hoſpital, and the beſt conſtructed. 


private buildings of any of the Canary Illands: it is in fact the: 
capital of them all, though the epiſcopal ſee and courts of judi- 


cature are in the city of Palmas in the iſland of Canaria; but the. 
Governor- general of the iſlands reſides always in Santa Cruz, where 


2 


there is continually a great concourſe of foreigners, as being the 


Tre number of inhabitants T1 imagine to be: about ſix or ſeven, 


* 


; tho uſand. The water they drink is conveyedin open wooden. troughs,. 


28 


er ſpouts,- into the town, from a ſpring ſituated beyond the above- 
wanting: den or valley. Befides theſe there are, in max 
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„ ur CANARY ISLANDS. 
Ba Boufes of the town pits of water, which ſerve very well for the- 
- purpoſes of cookery, &. T he town is not fortified on the land 
fide; as no danger is apprehended from that- quarter. Alt the: 


country: near r Santa Cruz i is dry, ſtony, and barren. 

16007 four leagues to: the Gothward of Santa Cruz, cloſe to: 
the ſea, is a cave, with a church or chapeh called- Our Lady 
of Candelaria,. in which is an image of the Virgin Mary, held in. 

as much reverence: here, as the image of the great goddeſs Diana: 

5 was at Epheſus; and this chapel is egdowed with ſo many orna- 

1 5 ments, . that it is the * — all the ſeyen iſlands, 
AT a certain ſeaſon of the year, almoſt all the infabirants of the: 
iſland go thither in pilgrimage. I have met troops of young girls on 
their way, ſinging as they went, in a very agreeable manner, the. 
praiſes of the Virgin and the miraculous deeds of the image. It 
would be in vain to endeavour to. undeceive the natives here, with 
reſpect to the many incredible tories. related concerning this 
image; for, from the prieſt to the meaneſt peaſant, every one ap- 
pears to be convinced of its efficacious mediation and interceſſion 
with Heaven. I have heard ſome Canary ſeamen declare, that 
when they were returning from the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, and in 
imminent danger of periſhing in a hard gale of wind, they ſaw Our 
Lady of Candelaria, in the night-time, in the height of the ſtorm, 
aſſiſting them to reef and. furl. the fails, &c. And moreover they 
aſſured me, that when they came home to Tenerife, they were 
told that in the morning after the very night in which they were 
ſo mira culouſly aſſiſted by the Virgin, ſhe was ſeen in the church 
of Candelaria with her cloaths and hair wet with · the ſpray of the 
fen chat came upon her while employ ed! in that friendly office. 


i) | 


Tux account given of the firſt appearance of this | image in the 
— — Wand, as. related by the author of the Diſcovery and Conqueſt, andi 


| | which : 


* 8 * 2 


- " 2 uh 3s LI * 

F 

A 
> n 5 : 
N AY Is : 


Ss 


WWW 

RR 
B 
2 e 1 


. 2 8 n r * 7 - Ct der A AE Mat * ö 
. 7777 ˙¹1 A ¹˙¹˙ m —˙ Ee . - 2 "0 EY — N an CD 2 
9 * ju - of r nf * * - — n 2 * 23 . * 4 
Com SA ESE, CO 9-49 R eee Pas , jb. D : 2 — 
r . n e Rs” N n , 3 - 4 3 N 
2 F ; 8 bu - n * 4 " K 
* 2 + * 2 1 4.7, * Hp: 1 a 6 
k „ 1 _ <a > a — — — nt —— . » - 2 
7 "RE A 5 e et : . "Y * 


Ws p 
RL. Ave 
2 


29 

S 
oe EZ IRA 
* hg 1 
K 0 

— 8 


* inhabitants, it was about the year 1390. Cloſe to the ſea-ſhore, 
e near the mouth of a barranco or den, in a deſert part of the | 


| iſland, four leagues diſtant from the city of St. Chriftobal de la 
Laguna, two ſhepherds driving their flocks towards a cave on 


the other ſide of the den, in order to milk them as uſual, they 
obſerved the goats to top and turn back affrighted. The ſhep- 
herds immediately hollowed and whiſtled, in order to make 


them go forward, but in vain, for the goats turned out of the 
way and ran back; whereupon one of the ſhepherds, ſuſpecting ä 


that ſome one was lying in wait in order to ſteal ſome of 


the flock, ſtepped forward to ſee what was the matter, where he 5 


Was ſurpriſed to behold the holy i image ſtanding upon a great 5 
ſtone at the mouth of the den. Drawing nearer, he viewed it 


<< with fear and admiration, not being accuſtomed to ſee any one 
cc 1 


« in ſucha ſtrange and uncommon dreſs. . However, at laſt he 
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made ſigns to her to get out of the way, that the flocks might 
« paſs: and this he did becauſe it was not cuſtomary in Tenerife 
i for a man when he met a woman alone on the road; or in a ſoli- 


« tary place, to ſpeak to her, but on the contrary to turn afide. 
As the flocks could not go to the cave without firſt paſſing the 
mouth of the den, therefore he made ſigns to her; but finding 
ſhe never moved, though he waited ſome time, he was pro- 
voked at her indecent and obſtinate behaviour, and took up 


a ſtone to throw at her, but could not caſt it out of his hand, and 
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a and ah it up with. fear and reverence, they carat it in 


this manner about the diſtance of a muſquet ſhot, - when it be- 
came ſo exceeding heavy that they could proceed with it no 
further. When the King and his attendants perceived this, 
they fell on their knees before the image, humbly beſeeching 
it to let them place it where they intended; upon which it made 
a ſign, and they lifted it up again, finding it quite light, and 


proceeded to a cave, which was the King s ſtore- room or 


pantry, and is about half a league diſtant from the barranco 


.«« where the image firſt appeared. Having brought it hither, they 


placed it on fome goats ſkins, . where it remained, and per- 


formed many wonderful miracles, as it ſtill continues to do. 


On the ſpot where the 1 image made a ſign for the natives to go 


on, the Chriſtians have built an hermitage, called Nueſtra Se- | 
00 nora : del Soccoro, - 1. e. Our * of Succour. 5 


40 Tur e reins. that by means Y this holy i image 5 
many miracles were wrought in the time of paganiſm, before 
« the conqueſt : and the Kings of the iſland ſet apart a man and 
„ woman to look after the i image, and keep it clean. The na- 
„ tives never approached it without a preſent of ſome ſheep, 
« the number of which increaſed prodigiouſly : they were called 


<< the ſacred ſheep; and no one Was allowed to approach them but 
the above · mentioned man and woman. 


46 Every year, on a 13 of 1 Purification of Our Lady, 
a great number of lights are ſeen going in proceſſion round 


the cave where this image is; and in the morning drops of 


wax are found ſcattered about on the ſea-ſhore. 


: . In my author's time, many of the 88 were known in diſtinQion from 


the Spaniards ;. but they are now confounded together, excepting a few families 


about Candelaria, Guimar, and Chazna: On great feſtivals, ſome of thoſe fami- 
dies claim the ſole privilege of drefling and Kornlng the image of the Virgin of Can- 
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« manner, Lucem Perpetuam, Vobis Reddidi . 
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* 1 ſuppoſe the garment is of the ſame ſubſtance with the i image; but my author : 
18 Ment in this matte. | 


+ Thou art illuſtrious (or glorious) in the Father, Son, and. Holy Ghoſt, SPY 
Mother of the Redeemer, Jeſus. 


Mary brought forth our moſt. high King, ſhe gave liberty to all thoſe i impri- 
ſoned by the king of hell. 


have given to you the eternal life, —- 5 
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1 - SOUTHWARD from Candelaria is Point Prieta, the ſouth-weſt ; 
Tz 1 75 Pant of the iſland; from thence the coaſt tends weſtward to la Monta- 
na Roxo (i. e. the Red Mountain); 3 and from thence north-north- „„ 
5 weft to Point Teno, the north-weſt point of the iſland. All this 
Dp coaſt is barren, and almoſt uninhabited, except about half way 5 
between Montana Roxa and Point Teno, or rather nearer to 
„ Teno, is the bay of Adexe, or, as it is pronounced, Adehe; 
+ where large ſhips may anchor. I never was in it, but am in- 
formed that it is open to the ſouth-weſt, and but little frequented, 
except by. boats from the iſland, of Gomera, which lies ver- 
ahgiainſt it. N ear Adehe the Count of Gomera has a houſe anlg 
5 ſome lands, on which he keeps a thouſand negro ſlaves, for plant- 5 8 
ing of ſugar-canes and preparing ſugar. It is hard to know his mo- 
© tive for maintaining thoſe negroes in a country that abounds with 7 = 7 
poor labouring white people, who, with all their induſtry, can 5 * 
bardly earn enough to buy food ſufficient to keep ſoul and body | 
together. Was he to ſell all thoſe ſlaves 1 in. the Spaniſh Weſt 
Indies, I am certain the annual intereſt of the nett produce of the 
fale would bring him in more than the preſent clear income of all 
ll 5 his ſugar- works and eſtates in Tenerife, Gomera, and Hierro; ; 
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for 5-1 am.credibly inf med, i it amounts to neo more than fifteen 
hundred pounds per annum. The only reaſon L can aſſign for 
ſuch ſtr ange miſmanagement, i 18 A certain low pride he has i in bein 

lord of a thouſand flaves. eee er ie >; 
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Ty the neighbourhood of this Pott there are 1 mountains 
2 that are covered with ſtately pines, and are very eaſy of acceſs; 
for this reaſon the inhabitants of Gomera generally come hither 
for the wood which they 1 uſe in building, the woods of their c own 
iſland being! more difficult of acceſs. = 
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| Barwann Adehe and Point Teno the ſhore i is about Half a inde 


15 height, and perpendicular as a wall. Several ſtreams fall 
down from the ſummit into the ſea. 9 | 
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Polxv Teno runs a > conſiderable way into the "OF in the form of 
4 creſcent : behind it, to the ſouthward, the ſea is very ſmooth, 


—» 


. when the trade- wind preyails, which, in blowing weather, makes 


a great ſea to the northward of the point. I never was at an 
anchor there, but have paſſed near it ſeveral times, and by what 
then | had an opportunity to obſerve, I judge: it to be a con- 


= venient port. 


Fx ont Fend the land Aretches away eaſt- north- eaſt and north- 
ceaſt- by- eaſt, to Point Nago, the north-eaſt end of the iſland, from 
whence we ſet out. This ſide of Tenerife has quite a different aſ- 

pect from the other two already deſcribed; for in viewing it from 
the ſea, we perceive a number of villages, woods, vineyards, and 


| corn-fields, that make a moſt agreeable appearance: 


ALonG ſhore, to the north-eaft of Teno, is the village 2 st. 


lago; and three leagues, in the ſame direction, from that point 
— 13:4 is, 
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6 oblige the inhabitants to abandon them. The conſternation 
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leagues further, where there is a haven called Garrachica, for- 
merly the beſt port in the iſland, being then a bay in the form of 
a horfe-ſhoe, but was deſtroyed in the year of the earthquakes 
(for fo the natives termed the year 1704), and filled up by the 
rivers of burning lava that flowed into it from a volcano; inſo- 


much chat houſes are now built where ſhips formerly lay at an- 
chor; yet veſſels come to Garrachica in the ſummer, and lie ſe- 
cure with the trade wind, which at that ſeaſon commonly blows 
there at caſt-north-eaſt. Some time after the year of earthquakes 
de following account of them was writen, and which i is recorded 
in ſeveral OOO of the Oy": Iflands. 1 


4 * the year 1704, ts happened the moſt alzeming. in- . 


M tance of this kind that had ever been known. The earth- 


« quake began the 24th of December, and, in the ſpace of three 


hours, twenty-nine ſhocks were felt. After this they became 
fo violent as to rock all the houſes on their foundations, and 


3 univerſal, and the people, headed by the Biſhop, made : 


cc proceſſions and public prayers in the open fields. On the 31 ſt, a 


cc 


great light was obſerved on Manja, towards the White Moun- 


tains, Here the earth opened, and two volcanos were formed, 
c 


8 which threw up ſuch heaps of ſtones as to raiſe two conſiderable 5 


mountains; and the combuſtible matter which ſtill continued 95 
« to be thrown. up, kindled above fifty fires in the neighbour- 
« hood. In this fituation things remained till the 5th of January, 

when the fun was totally obſcured by the clouds of ſmoke and 


flame, which continually increaſed, and augmented the con- 
cc 


„ ſternation and terror of the inhabitants. 
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Beſore night, the 
whole country, for three leagues round, was laid in flames by 


the 
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© -alt « S, „ andicauſed by: zather / x ne 
6. «« by atleaſt thioty different vents within-the circumfetence of half 
« a mile, towards Oratavia. What greatly increaſed the horror 
60 of the ſcene, was the violence of the ſhocks, which never once 
„ remitted} but by their foreg totally buerthrew ſeveral houſes, 
2. and thook: others to their very. foundations, while the miſerable 
«inhabitants wereadriven'defenceleſs and diſmayed into the open 
, bs fields, "where they expected every moment to be ſwallowed up 
by ſome new gulph. The noiſe of the volcano was heard twenty 
15 leagues off at ſea; and it is credibly atteſted that the ſea ſhook 
« at that diſtance with ſuch violence as alarmed the mariners, 
„ who. imagined the ſhip had ſtruck upon a rock, till the conti- 
* nuance of the motion gave them the, firſt intimation of the real 
t cauſe.” A torrent of ſulphur, and melted ores of different 
kinds, ruſhed forth from this laſt volcano, towards Guimar; the 
huouſes and public buildings of which place were thrown down 
e by the violence of the accompanying earthquake. On the 2d 
24 of February another volcano broke out in the town of Guimar, 
« which ſwallowed up and entirely annihilated A large church. 
4 Thus, from the 24th of December to the 2 3d of February, 
the inhabitants were kept in conſtant alarms by continued 
ſhocks of earthquakes, and by terrible volcanos nn. out 
jn different . of the and.” „ LEO 


** 


KR 


| Co 


* ! 


4 ? : A * 8 
wo 6 4-4 — 4 4 * 8 # 4 I > * % I 9 5 & 


| gun 10A is ſtill a town of note, and pretty large, con- 
taining ſeveral churches and convents of both ſexes. It has a 

ſmall trade for wines and brandy, which are generally ſent from 
hence in barks, or large open boats, to Santa Cruz or Port Orotava. 
Several veſſels are built here, ſome of three hundred. tons Huntben 
and werent. Which are re ſtrong and durable. 2 
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WE AH Is O D arr __ 
c WO 9 leagues! eo the: caſtward'of Garrachica Aande a wann Filled 
the: Port of | Ototava, the ſituation bf Which s erroneouſly laid 


down» in all- Our; fe- charts, which pure it three or fr teagues 
nearer to > Point "TP than'it ny 18s. 1 


Tus lacks by: a 1 ner d may and port Wm are 
: theſe: it lies about half way between Teno and Point Nago, but 


LY rather nearer to the latter, and cloſe i in, to the ſea-ſhore. Above ” 


it, about a league inland, is another town, ſomewhat larger, 
called Villa de Orotava; between theſe are two ſmall hills, ſhaped 
like ſugar-Ioaves. No boat will go from hence to a ſhip in the 
offing until ſhe approaches within a mile of the ſhore, when the 
pratique- boat puts a pilot on board, who brings her into the road; 
Which is about a mile to the weſtward of the town, where ſhipping 
lie moored in forty or fifty fathom water. This i is à good port 
in the ſuinmer-ſeaſon, or from' the beginning of May to the-end 
of October; but in the winter, ſhips are often obliged to ſlip 
rheir cables and put to ſea, for fear of being ſurpriſed by a north- 
weſt wind, which throws in a heavy ſea upon this coaſt. But | 
theſe winds rarely happen, and commonly give warning before- 
hand, fo that ſhips have time to get away. The pilot that boards 
2 ſhip on her arrival, remains there until ſhe departs. Theſe pilots 
are very careful to ſlip and put to ſea, when they apprehend any 
1 danger. It- is commonly calm in this road; -but there.is almoſt 
always a long northerly : ſwell, that cauſes ſhips to roll very much, 


fo that one would be © t to imagine i it al moſt impofſible to load a 
cargo there. | 


Prat W is near to "thi middle of the n where is 
a ſmall creek or haven among the rocks, T here large boats load 
wines, &c. and carry them off to the ſhips in the road. Each of 
theſe boats generally carries fifteen or twenty hands, which hoiſt 
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{Panty 1 Qriptigh is ee panfiderablet trades; ard 4 he fouriſhed | 
greatly ſince the deſtruction of the harbour of Gartdchica: it Con- 
tains ſome good private buildings, two churches, two convents o if 
Friars, and two of Nuns. At each end of the town is a black ſandy N 

bay; along the northermoſt is a low ſtone wall, built to prevent 
an enemy from landing: at the other bay is a ſmall fort or caſtle, 
for the ſame purpoſe; and between them, at the landing place, 

a battery of a few cannon. But the ſurf. that continually breaks 
upon the ſhore, is a better defence than if it were  garriſoned by 
ten thouſand of the beſt oa! e e 790 


Par Oreter is Plentifuly ſupplied with ood water, „d 
is enen, to it, from a rivulet at a great difta ce, in or n Wooden 
ſpouts or troughs. About half way from Port Orotava to Point 
Nago, 1 is a point of land, and behind, or to leeward of it, a ſmall. 
bay or anchoring- place, called Puerto de Madera. Between which 
and Orotava are ſome landing-places of leſs note, lying behind 
points, where boats load wine for Port Orotava or Santa Cruz: 
but from Puerta de Madera to Point Nago the ſhore is high, 
rocky, and ſteep, conſequently inacceſſible. Having now deſcribed 
the ſea-coaſt of the iſland, 4 ſhall 1 to ue. an account of 5 
the inland parts. OY 


= . # 4 


Ak our four miles inland from dont Cruz, lin the city of | 
St. Chriſtobal de la Laguna, i. 2. St. Chriſtopher of the Lake. 
T he road to it from Santa Cruz is a pretty ſteep aſcent, till you 
come within a ſmall diſtance of the town, which is ſituated in the. 
corner of a large. Plain, about four miles in length, and about a 
$2444; | mile 
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I 8 and three hoſpitals, two of whibhbam Frith: ad 
1 | the other for foundlings; with many handſome private . | 
= the coments of Friurs are af: three differenb orders. vis) the Au- | 
[ | ſtine; the-Donkiriican,--and the Frantiſcan; anti tholk af the 
1 | Nuns; Dominicans bf St. Catharine and Franciſc ins of gt. Ch | 
| | * EY The Jeſuits have /a hodfe here, where only tv vf that order re- 
| ide, having found little or no encouragement! for more in the == 
Place. Phe Water which the inhabitants drink, is conveyed. =” 
| „„ fpbuts to the town; from the mountains ſicuated to tde 
| | „ ſouthward of the plain. 21597 22d none wot = to genial Gs 
[ „„ 8 82 113 1% 777ͥͤ ĩ⁵ J 1 TOW17 N 
VJ city there is no trade, nor any ſhew of buſineſs, it be- 
1 . ing chiefly inhabited by the gentry of the iſland, particularly the 
| e 5 1 _ officers bode altes. fach a8 we "Cortegiast! and his Tiniente or 
VVV ö with the Judge of the | 
EEE. date who 0 pete in the Inidia-hovle, where: all matters relat- 5 
a. ning to the Weſt India commerce are managed here ib alſo an of. 
SH, ice of Inquiſition, with its proper officers; ſubject to the Tribu- 
; | nal of the Holy Office at Gran N 5 Notwithſtanding all 
| thoſe people reſide here, the eity appears to a ſtranger paſſing 
| EE: „%%% through it, as deſdlate and almoſt uninhabited; for he can hardly 
bl | ä body in the ſtreets, in the moſt frequented of which he 
1 | may obſerve graſs growing. A perſon who has been in Holland, 
| | | EL and compares St. Chriſtobal de la Laguna with Santa Cruz, will - 
1 naturally think of the difference between the appearance of Delft 
l | 3 . and Amſterdam. VCC | 
= AT: the ſouth ſide of the city, or rather behind it, is a laguna 
ö RE] (. e. a lake), about half a mile in circumference, from which the | 
1 city takes its name, which is dry in the ſummer-ſcaſon, but in the 
| | 4 winter 
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5 THE. CANARY: 1s LAN DS. 24 
| winter: fullof Ragnant, water. This city, ſituated on a * and 
elevated a great height above the ſea, is extremely cold in winter, 
and · expoſed to the wind in all ſeaſons. When the trade-wind 
blows freſn at north- north- eaſt and north- eaſt i in the bay of Santa 
Cruz, the north-weſt wind prevails here, and blows generally 
with great- vehemence. The inhabitants of Laguna have planted 
an avenue of trees on the brow of the hill, or extremity of the * 
plain, juſt where the road deſcends to Santa Cruz; but, by the 
violence of the wind, they are all bent to the ſouth-eaſt, - and 
; tripped of their leaves: they were obliged to build circular walls 
around each of them when they were planted, to ſecure them from 
the wind until they were ſtrong enough to reſiſt | Its force = 5 


Po 
8 
1 


FROM the weſtern extremity of the plain of Laguna the road 
5 deſcends to la Mantanza de Centejo, a large village, chiefly i in-- 
| habited by peaſants : : it is in the midway between Santa Cruz and 
Port Orotava. From thence to la Villa de Orotava the country . 
abounds with habitations; ; for on the right hand are the large vil- CF 
Aages or rather towns of Tacoronte, Sauſal, and la Rambla, be- TO i 
ſiides many ſmall villages and detached houſes. La Villa de Oro- 
tava, about three leagues inland from Port Orotava, is a large 
£ place and contains ſeveral churches, convents of Fri riars and Nuns, 
with a number of ſtately private buildings of ſtone. A rivulet 
runs through the midſt of the town, which ſupplies the inhabi- 
tants. with water, and refreſhes their gardens and orchards. This 
a place appeared to me to be about as large again as Port Orotava. 5 
Continuing the ſame route to the weſtward, the next town is 
Realejo; being a large place, ſituated about a league or four miles 
beyond la Villa de Orotava, and ſurrounded with vineyards. All 
theſe places are populous, and ſituated a little way from the ſea, 
from whence moſt of them may be ſeen; and indeed no habita- 
tions here are at a greater diſtance from it than three leagues. The 


K * 5 -Whole 


50 THE HISTORY OF 
hole iſland continues riſing on all ſides from the foa, till it ternrt 
nates in the Pike, which is the centre. The north ſide is the moſt 
Fertile, and aſcends more gradually than the others, particularly 
a ſpace along the ſhore about three leagues in breadth, bounded. 
on the ſides by high mountains, or rather cliffs; but inland, or 
upwards from the ſea, it riſes like a hanging garden all the way. 
wirhout any conſiderable interruption of hills or valleys, till you” 3 
eome within a league of the clouds. In the weſtern border of 
| this ſpace is ſituated Realejo ; ; and on the eaſtern, La Rambla. 
Between them are the towns of Orotava and Port Orotava, with.” 
à number of detached habitations ſcattered about from the ſea— 
ſhore. upwards to the clouds;. in or beyond which are no houſes: 


or habitations ; yet the clouds are not higher than the middle · 
diſtance between the ſea and the ſummit of the Pike.. All the: 


fertile ground, within a league of the ſea,. is.covered with 1 vines; = 
that of the next league produces corn ;: ant the third,. ſome corn, 


woods of cheſnut- trees, and many other different ſorts, particu- 


larly breſos, which. are uſed by the: natives for fuel. Above: 
| theſe woods are the clouds, which, in fine weather, toward. the 
evening generally deſcend gradually, and reſt upon thoſe woods 
until the morning, when they reaſcend about a league, and there 
remain until the ſucceeding evening. In that height of the iſland: 
where they reſt in the day-time,. there was formerly. a great: 
quantity of ſtately pine- trees; but being eaſy to.come at, they were 
almoſt all cut down by the inhabitants of the adjacent villages, ſo· 
that few now remain in this part which I. am deſcribing ;: but in- 
other places of the iſland in. the ſame altitude, and which are di- 
ſtant from any habitations, there are great numbers of them. 
From Orotava, aſcending to the ſummit of the iſland, leaving the: 
Pike * on n the right hand. and then deſcending; to the ſouth-weſt, 


I édo not confiler the. Pike as. the top of the. ſand, bur rather as a hill. or 
mountain upon it. 


* 
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we come: to the town. of Chezna, called by ſome Villa Flor, 
- whene there is a convent of Friarss near it is a well of an acid 
water, which has a medicinal quality, and is reckoned an effi- 
cacious remedy for many diſorders, but pernicious and fatal to 
thoſe who drink it when troubled with the venereal diſeaſe; On 
the ſouth- eaſt of the iſland, inland from Candelaria, is the town 
Af Guimar, à canſiderable place, but, like Chazna, remote from 
ather habitations: both theſe towns have ſome families living 
in them, who know themſelves to be the genuine offspring of 
de Guanches: 1 have ſeen and converſed with ſome of theſe 
People; but they oould not gratify my curioſity in any thing con- 
Herning the manners and « cuſtoms of their anceſtors, whoſe lan- 
guage they have entirely 8 They appeared to me to be af 2 
fairer complexion than the Spaniards of the province of Andaluſia. 


Above, or inland from Garrachica, is Ico, a large and populous 1 


town, abounding with wealthy people : here are ſore manufac- 
 @ures of ſilk, particularly ſtockings, which- are exported to tho 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies. Beſides thoſe places already deſcribed, are 
many ſmall villages, particularly weſtward from Realejo, towards 
Ico and Buenaviſta ; alſo in the mountains, between the city of 
Laguna and Point Naga, are many pleaſant romantic little valleys 
and hollows, well watered, and abounding with ſhady groves: 


„ theſe are the moſt agreeable places in the iſland; but the gentry of 


Tenerife have no taſte for country-houſes or ſolitary retirements, 

_ chufing rather to live in towns. The inhabitants of thoſe moun- 
tains are fairer than the other inhabitants of the iſland; probably 
they are the offspring of thaſe fair people who lived on the north 


ide of the iſland, of whom mention is made in the Hi non of the 
Diſcovery and Conqueſt. 


| ConsIDeRING the number of * and populous towns ſituated 
in Tenerife, with the Villages, and detached habitations, i will 
K k 2 | be 


g 
f . ds \ K o K * LY 1 * 4 at © ga 7 * P 
. ft T- 4 . N N k N 0 k N n on » » 1 + a7. 7 „ Ag 4 7 * 14 * Ky \ p X 
RY had * * * 3 * 9 ö e . FR l 4 * 4 8 \ i 9 . 1 4 0 1.3 * e. Þ oy 898 0 2 2 7 0 ee o »” 1 £ NN } A 
N * * yay I Ro * * a6 bs 6% * N W $6 os DARE. 2 & * 8 "A My N * be woe, 3% * Res I "gs * * 4 \ N % w . 2 12 N bb \ * \ RT's Le 
9 * * *2 Ob, I TY wy TWO Q 9 27 4 2 af Sv "ru, x eee \ 2 N 
3 * n 1 W * r 4 * * * er 4 a7 * 1 4 0 ' ba 
I 505 - 9 et; „ . L , if ths * 1 3 LOR TH 7 bo ' a » i 
9 wy Pork 23 F 9 hy N c * ; | 
9 i Fenn v 2 ** e , MY N * * 2 8 
9 IASC ' AV} x $4085 ö ann 21 8 nn. « * . ” 3 : 0 
” *4. x 1 neee Feu N K.. "4 44 * * \ * 3 
i . * ne + « ' * Az * 
Fein N Og Wa? * ag ">" 
T \ ds, Wen 


1 THE HISTORY OP. 
be no ſurprize to underſtand that this iſland, when the laft account 
was taken, contained no leſs than ninety-ſix thouſand perſons. 
Indeed it is computed to contain as many inhabitants as all. the 
_— -- reſt of the ſeven iſlands together. I never heard the number of 
|| any of them calculated, but Tenerife, Palma, and Hierro: the 
ſecond of theſe is ſaid to have thirty thouſand inhabitants, and the 
laſt one thouſand; theſe added, fall ſhort of the number i in Te- 
nerife by ſixty-five thouſand, which, according to the above- 
mentioned computation, remains to be divided among the iſlands 
Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gran Canaria, and Gomera. 1 ſup- 
poſe then, by; what J have had opportunity of obſerving, that Fuer- 
taventura may contain ten thouſand perſons; Lancerota, eight 
: thouſand ; Gomera, ſeven thouſand ; and Canaria, a thouland: 


— 


Brroxr I as the : deſcription of Tenerife, it will not. be i im- . 
proper to give ſome account of the Pike, fo much taken notice 


of by all who have had occaſion to mu near it t d obſerve its 
prodigions ras 8 


of the Pike Tl CO 1. 


J. the W of the math of September; 2761, about four | 
I o'clock in the afternoon, J ſet out on horſeback, in company 
with a Maſter of a ſhip, from Port Orotava, to viſit the Pike. 
We had with us a ſervant, a muleteer, and a guide: after àſcend- 
ing about ſix miles, we arrived, towards ſun-ſet, at the moſt 
diſtant habitation from the ſea this way, which was in a hollow. 
Here we found an aqueduct of open troughs or ſpouts, that con- 
veys water down from the head of the hollow. Here our ſervants 
watered the cattle, and filled ſome ſmall barrels. with water, to 


ferve 


/ | 


ferve us on our e 


we alighted and walked into the hollow, which we found to be 
very pleaſant, abounding with many trees that ſent forth an odo- 
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dition. While they were thus employed, 


riferous _ 1 


Near the houſes are dome fields of 1 maize or f Io- 


Bare two crops of this grein g again, we travelled for 
A ſome time on a ſeep road, and got into the woods and the clouds 
: juſt as it grew dark'; -we could not well miſs our way, the-road 
being bounded on both ſides with trees or buſhes, which were 
_ chiefly laurel, ſavine, and breſos or bruſhwood : having travelled 
about a mile, we came to the upper edge of the wood above the 

b clouds, where we alighted, made a fire, and- ſupped; ſome 
time after we lay down to ſleep under the buſhes. About half 
an hour after ten, the moon ſhining bright, we mounted again, 
and travelled ſlowly two hours, through an exceſſive bad road, re- 
ſembling ruins of ſtone buildings ſcattered « over the fields. After we 


7 got out of this road, we came upon ſmall light white pumice- -ſtone- = 


; like peas or ſhingle. Here we rode at a pretty good pace for near 
an hour. The air now began to be very ſharp, cold, and piercing, 
and the wind blew ſtrong about ſouth-weſt or weſt-ſouth-weſt. = 
Our guide adviſed us to alight here, as it was a convenient place, £7 


and reſt till four or five in the morning. We followed his coun- 


ſel, and entered into a cave, the mouth of which was built up to: 
| about a man's height, to prevent the wind and cold from getting; | 


Near this place we were fo lucky as to find ſome dry wi- 


3 retamas, which was the only ſhrub or vegetable we ſaw: 
hereabout ; with theſe we made a great fire to warm ourſelves, 
and then fell aſleep, but were ſoon awaked by an itching of the ſkin, 
which we imagined proceeded from fleas, but was owing to the 
cold thin air, want of reſt, and ſleeping in our cloaths ; a thing 
1 have known to happen to people on ſuch expeditions. We paſſed. 


away the time here as well as we could; but while we crept ſo 


near 
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near the fire that one gde "as amoſt cancel. tho oiber wa — 


3 ee 


Men Boe! in bee We bee again, 254 aue J 


lowly about a mile, for the road here was rather too ſleep far 


travelling · on horſeback, and our horſes were now fatigued. At 


| laſt we came among ſame great looſe rocks, where was a ſort of 


cottage built of looſe ſtones: the name of this place our guide told 


us was Eſtancia de los Ingleſſes (i. e. the Engliſh pitching- place), : 
Ido called, I imagine, from ſome Englith people reſting there on 
their way to viſit the Pike, for none go that journey but foreigners 8 
and ſome poor people of the ifland, who earn their bread by ga- 
_hering brimſtone;; the Spaniſh gentry having no curioſity of this 
| kind. Here we alighted again, the remainder of our way being 
io ſteep for riding, and left one of our ſorvants to look after the 
cattle, and then proceeded en our journey afoot. We walked hard 
to get ourſelves a heat, but were ſoon fatigued by the iſteepneſs of 2» 
the road, which was alſo looſe and ſandy. When we got to the top 
of this riſing or hill, we came to a vaſt number of looſe great 
AKones, whoſe ſurfaces were flat: each of thoſe ſtones or rocks 
was, on a medium, about ten feet every way. This road was not 
1 ſteep as the other, but we were obliged to travel a conſiderable 
; away over-the rocks, leaping: from one to another, for they were not 
all quite oloſe to each other. Among theſe is a cavern, where is 
a well, or natural reſervoir, into which we deſcended by a ladder, 


which the poor people placed there for that purpoſe. This ca- 
vern is-ſpacious within, being almoſt ten yards wide and twenty in 


height: all the bottom of it, except juſt at the feet of the lad- 


der, is covered with water, which is about two fathoms deep, and 
was then frozen towards the inner edges of the cave: we attempted 


to drink of this water, but could not, by reaſon of its exceſſive 


<olinek.; however, &« our —.— filled a bottle, which he had pur- 
— polal 
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THE ; CANA 1. ISLANDS. 
oſely brought: from: the: Eſtancia. After travelling 


| quarter or half a mile upon the great ſtones or rocks, we came 
to the bottom of the real Pike, or ſugar-lonf, which is very ſteep. 
and to add to the difficulty of aſcending, the ground is looſe and: 
gives way under the feet, and conſequently extremely fatiguing ;- 
for although the length of this eminence is not above half a. mile. 
yet we were obliged to ſtop andd take breath I believe thirty times 3 
at haſt we got to the top, where we lay about a quarter of an hour © 
to reſt ourſelves, being quite ſpent with fatigue. When we left 
the Eſtancia in the morning, the ſun was juft emerging from the 
clouds, which were ſpread. out under us at a great diſtance dawn+- 
ward, appearing like the ocean. Above the clouds, at a vaſt di- 
ſtance to the north, we ſaw ſomething black, which we imagined: 
d be the top of the iſland of Madeira. We took the bearings of 
it by a pocket-compaſs, and found it to be exactly i in the direc- | 
tion of that iſland from Tenerife: but before we got to the top: 
ef the Pike, it diſappeared. We faw from hence the tops of the- 
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iſlands Palma, Gomera, Hierro, and Gran Canaria; they ſeemed: Z 
to be quite near, but we could neither perceive. Lancerota or Fuers _ 
taventura, becauſe they are not high enough to pierce the clouds. 
Unfortunately we did not find the air quite clear and free from 
clouds, otherwiſe I know not but we might have. ſeen Madeira, 
| Porto Santo, and even the neareſt part of Mount Atlas, which is 
about an hundred leagues diſtant from hence; for although I: 
ſaid before, that viewing the Pike from the ocean, it could not 
be diſtinguiſhed from the ſky farther off than an hundred and fifty 
or an hundred and ſixty miles; yet it muſt be obſerved that the air 
above the clouds is by far thinner,,more pure, and freer from va- 
pours: than the air below ;: for. before. we came to the Eſtaneia de 

los In gleſſes, we obſerved the moon and ſtars to ſhine with un 
common brightneſs ; beſides, the ſpherical figure of the earth eould 
not prevent our ſeeing Mount Atlas, becaufe its ſammit and that 
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white wool 
zouched the res it ſeemed to foam like billows breaking on the 
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HE HISTORY . 
Is Tenetife,' by reaſon. of their immenſe: height (althbugh: "Y 


far aſunder) would yet be far exalted abqye the horizon. But 


whether or not viſion . fo er as Hibat I a now hin * 1 
leave to other to n 1199)% 10 wi gf! 
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 Avpih we pad reſted Shin! time, we CHOY to took abunt — 
obſerve the i top of the Pike. Its dimenſions ſeemed to be exactly 
us deſcribed by one Mr. Eden, whoſe journey to the Pike we find 
related in ſome of our accounts of the Canary Iſlands. He ſays 
dhe length is about an hundred and forty yards, the breadth 
an hundred and ten. 3 
ſubverted. Fi rom the edges or upper part of this bell, or caul- 
dron, as the natives call it, to the bottom is about forty yards. In 
many parts of this hollow we obſerved ſmoke and ſteams of ſul- 
phur iſſuing forth i in puffs. The heat of the ground in ſome par- 
ticular places was ſo great as to penetrate through the ſoles of 
our ſhoes to our feet: 7 ſeeing ſome ſpots of earth or ſoft clay, we 
tried the heat with our fingers, but could not thruſt them in far- 
ther than half an inch, for the deeper we went, the more in- 
tenſe we found the heat. We then took our guide's ſtaff, and 
thruſt it to the depth of chree inches into a hole or porous place, 
where the ſmoke ſeemed to be thickeſt, and held it there about 
a minute, and then drew it out, when we found it burned to 
charcoal. We gathered here many pieces of moſt curious and 
beautiful brimſtone of all colours, particularly azure blue, 
green, violet, yellow, and ſcarlet. But what chiefly engaged 
the attention of my companion, was the extraordinary and 
uncommon appearance of the clouds below us, at a great di- 
ſtance; they ſeemed like the ocean, only the ſurface of them Was 
not quite ſo blue and ſmooth, but had the appearance of very 
; and where this cloudy ocean, as I may call it, 
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It is hollow, and ſhaped within like a bell 
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more! When we aſcended through the clouds, it was Hark; but 
when we. mounted again, between ten and eleven, the moon ſhone 
bright, the clouds were then below us, and about a mile diſtant . 
ve took them for the ocean, and wondered to fee it fo near; E 
nor did we diſcover our miſtake until the ſun aroſe. When we 
deſcended to the clouds, in returning from the Pike, and entered 
within them, they appeared to us as a thick fog or miſt, of the 
conſiſtence of thoſe we frequenly ſee in England: all the trees of 
5 the fore · mentioned woods, and © our r cloaths, were wet with it, 
Tur air on che top of the Pike was thin, a; piercing, and | 
of a dry parching nature, like the ſouth-eaſterly winds which . 
have felt in the great deſert of Africa, or the Levanters in the 
Mediterranean; or èven not unlike thoſe dry eaſterly winds which 
are frequent in the northern E of in clear weather, vn 
: in 1 the months of March or — 


: In ending the higheſt part of the mountain, 8 the ſug gar- 5 
loaf, which! is very ſteep, our hearts panted and beat vehemently, 
ſo that, as I obſerved before, we were obliged to reſt above thirty 
times, to take breath ; but whether this was owing to the thinneſs 1 
bol the air cauſing a difficulty of reſpiration, or to the uncommon 
fatigue which we ſuffered i in climbing the hill, 1 cannot deter- 
mine; but believe it was partly owing to the one, and partly to 
the 03 Our guide, a ſlim, agile, old man, was not affected 
in the ſame manner with us, but climbed up with eaſe, like a goat; . 
for he was one of thoſe poor men who earn their living by gather- 
ing brimſtone in the cauldron and other volcanos, the Pike itſelf 
: being no other, though it has not burned for ſome years paſt, as - 
may be plainly underſtood by the nature of its ſubſtance ; and 
indeed all the top of the iſland ſhews evident marks of ſome 
terrible revolution that has happened i in Tenerife ; for the ſugar- | 
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" e a 1 of the oaths and the great ſquare. tones 
before-deſcribed, ſeem to have been thrown out of the cauldron 
or hollow of the Pike, when it was a volcano. The top of the 
* is inacceſſible in every way but that by which we went up, 

iz. by the caſt fide. Its ſtoepeſt part is on the north-weſt, to- 
Wn: Garrachica. We tumbled ſome looſe rocks down from that 
Dm” which. rolled a vaſt way, till we loft fight of hem. . 


Havino ſurveyed every thing worthy of obſervation, we re- 


turned to the Eſtancia, where our horſes were left; z the whole 
time ſpent in deſcending from the top of the Pike to this place 
was only half an hour, although the aſcent took us up about two 
| hours and a half. It was now about ten in the morning, and the 
ſun ſhone ſo exceſſively hot as to oblige us to take ſhelter in the 
cotta ge; being exceedingly fatigued, we lay down there, intend- 
ing to ſleep, but could not for the cold, which was ſo intenſe 


under the ſhade, that we were obliged to kindle a fire to keep 
ourſelves warm. 


APTER takin; 8 ſome repoſe, v we mounted i onr * about noon, 
and deſcended by the ſame way that we went up, and came to 
ſome pines, | ſituated about two miles above the clouds : between 
theſe pines and the Pike grows no herb, ſhrub, tree, or graſs, ex- 
cepting the fore - mentioned retama. About five of the clock in 
the evening we arrived at Orotava, not having alighted by the 
way to ſtop, only ſometimes to walk where the road was too ſteep 
for riding. The whole diſtance we rode in the five hours ſpent 
in coming down from the Eſtancia to Orotava, we computed 
to be about fifteen Engliſh miles, travelling at the rate of three 
miles an hour : ſuppoſe then we deduct five of theſe for wind- 
ings and turnings, the diſtance from the ſea to the Eſtancia, in a 
ſtrait line, will be about ten miles; which, if carefully compared 
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moderate weather con- 


ber, the 
2 e take an account of the wind and weather of 
the region above the clouds, proper- 
ties. But if any perſon intends to viſit the Pike, I would 
7% him to- wait for fine-clear weather, 
plenty of water, and ſome proviſions along with 
enabled to remain at the Eſtancia four or five Gage 
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oduce. : 


HE weather in Tenerife is not different from that i in Canaria, 
already deſcribed ; but there i is ſomething particular here 
with reſpe& to the winds; for along the coaſt of Africa, adjacent 


to theſe iſlands, the trade-wind blows from the north-north-weſt 


to the north-eaſt, according as it comes from the land or ſea; 
taking the medium of theſe, we may ſay that the trade- wi 
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blows there at north-by-caſt ; "at Lancerota and Fuertaventura, at 


* I i imagine that no one, who has been at 
twenty-three degrees too great an aſcent from thence to the ſummit of the iſland ; 
for fo many have I allowed in calculating the perpendicular height, Te ni 
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ya, | will think twenty- two or 
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2 00 d ras. to 8 
= 1 7 Mee may obſer | 
RO. 1 1 8 Palma it remains the "ry | 
ZZZ viz. at | tſl-north-eaſt, 405 then it is out of the reach of the at- e 
A traction or influence of the African coaſt. What cauſes that i —_ -- 5 
3% 1 TE fluence, 1 ſhall have occaſion to explain i in the deſcripti on of the 35 Fs 
= continent. The above account of the winds. is only to be under- FE 
= | ſtood of fine weather, when the trade-wind: blows true, for it often. . 
3 2 e varies a few points. j) 8 
| F Tu ſea-breeze i in Tenerife generally ſets in about ten o clock 5 
3 in the morning, on the eaſt and north-eaſt ſides of the iſland 5 : | 
| and blows till five or ſix in the evening, when it falls calm until „„ | 
nmnmnaaaidnight; then the land-wind begins, and continues until ſeven or 
5 eight in the morning, when it is ſucceeded: by a calm, which con- 
1 tinues until the ſea - breeze begins again Z 
ʒkʒj * ſea- breeze i in the bay of Santa Cruz, and on all the eaſt Los 
— fide of the iſland,, blows commonly at eaſt ; and the land wind at 
"A - 155 weſt. On the north ſide, the ſea- breeze blows at north-eaſt-by- ; 
| ceeaſt, or north-eaſt ; and the land- wind directly oppoſite to it. | 
Bunt at Point Nago, where the land projects far into the ſea to- 
1 wuards the north-eaſt, there is no VVV 
1 os the brow of the hill, behind or above Santa Cruz, and at | 
1 the city of Laguna, a freſh gale at north-weſt prevails all the time 
3 a of the ſea- breeze, which is occaſioned by the mountains almoſt 
. ſurrounding the plain ; for they are ſo exceeding high on the ſouth — 
ſſſee of it, as to beat back the ſea- breeze, and throw it againſt | 
5 the mountains that bound the north ſide of the plain, where finding 
5 ; 5 3 8 t a | : 8 | 
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ain with great vehemence, 
until it comes to We. brow of the hilt above-mentioned, where 


ft of the current of air pours down the hill towards Santa Crus, 
d even advances within a mile and half of the ſea, 


hec ted by the true ſea - breeze. The inhabitants of Laguna and - 
Santa Cruz: receive ſome benefit from the ſtrength of this north- 
weſt wind, as it ſets at work twelve or fifteen mills, which they 
have erected on th we brow of the hill for grinding of corn. 


V.. + . 


' On' the ſouth-weſt coaſt of Tenerife there is no regular ſea or 
land- breeze, becauſe the trade or north-eaſterly wind cannot get! 
at it by reaſon of the immenſe height of the iſland towering above 
the region of that wind; ſo that on this ſide of the iſland either 


an eddy-wind at ſouth-weſt prevails, or a calm. 


Tur clouds, as I obſerved before, are genera 71 „„ hn 
1 way between the ſea and. top of the Pike. Below thoſe 80 Lb a 
NY  north-eaſterly wind: moſtly prevail ; and at the ſame time above 2 
them we find a freſh weſterly. gale; which I believe to be the caſe 
in every part of the world where the trade-wind blows. I cannot 55 
pretend to account properly for this phænomenon, but ſo it is on N 
the top of Tenerife and of ſome of the reſt of the iſlands. The: 5 | ” 
1 15 hard northerly gales that blow in the winter ſeaſon in the ſea adja- 1 
eent to the Canary Iſlands, never blow home to the ſhore, _ ch 
as it were ſtruck dead, if not reflected by the exceſſive height of 
the land, over which the wind cannot paſs. This I have often 
experienced; for I have ſeveral times run from. the Lizard Point,, 
3 in Cornwall, to the Canary Iſlands i in nine, ten, and twelve days, 
„ gales « of northerly wind, a great ſea following us all the 
way: when we arrived there, I was informed there had been in all: 
— that time a heavy long ſwell on the north ſide of the iſlands, but 
not 
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= | not a breath of wind, ſo that the ſhips then lying i 
S — * ade wit a flack cable, But on the north fide of Tenside « viz. at ds 
EO SD Orotava , 2 north-weſt wind is exceeding dangerous, for that wind . 
+ blowsupontheſhore, but not directly againſtthe exceſſivehigh lan 
wt bg. Which no doubt would deaden and reflect it, but againſt the land 
pP projeRing out north-eaſt into the ſea, and which is terminated br, 
ES Point Nago : now that land being. moderately high, and riſing Ef 
gradually from the ſea towards the mountains of Laguna, the | 
north-weſt wind finds a paſſage over it, and conſequently blows 
freely. However, the pilots who have the charge of ſhips in 
— this road, know the ſigns of the weather ſo well, that they take care 
not to be ſurpriſed with a north-weſt wind, for when they find it 
- coming on, they ſlip their cables and out to ſea. They are 
ſo watchful in this matter, that no ſhip has been wrecked here 
fo by that wind in the memory of man. CCCͤ Mn ie TR en < 
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a: produce of this iſland i is much the ſame as that of Canaria, 
LET only there is leſs corn-land here, and more vineyards. | The wines 
1 55 gadte ſtrong, good, and fit for exportation, eſpecially to hot 
climates, which improve them much. There was formerly a | 
great quantity of Malvaſia or Canary ſack made here, but of late 
days there are not above fifty pipes made in a ſeaſon; for thi 
„ . gather the grapes when green, and make a dry hard wine of them; 
TE which, when about two or three years old, can hardly be diſtin- 
1 aiuiſhed from Madeira wine, but after four years of age, it turns 
3 ſeo mellow and ſweet, that it reſembles the wine of Malaga in 


1 T Spain. Orchilla- weed grows here in abundance, as it does i in all = 
=: — Canary Iſlands. e Ok: 
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a hill placed on the top of the 
land of an uncommon height, 3 within twelve leagues 
of the iſlands Tenerife and Palma, in clear weather, and comes 
all at once to behold them, his ſurprize will be very great, and not 


until he comes to have a full vie w of it all at once from the top of 
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en one who has not ſeen 


unlike that which ſtrikes a perſon who has never ſeen the ocean, 


an adjacent mountain. dt Oſo way 


in Palma i is that of Santa Cruz, on the ſouth-eaſt 


fide of the iſland. The mark by which a-ſtranger may find it, is 


the following : when he approaches to the eaſt fide of the iſland, 
Palma will then appear to him ſhaped exactly like a ſaddle. Let 
him ſteer ſo as to fall in a little to windward of the loweſt place, or 
middle of the ſaddle, until he comes within a mile of the land ; 
then run along-ſhore to the ſouthward, and he will perceive the 
town cloſe by the ſea-ſhore, and the ſhipping lying in the road; 
but as the land behind or above the town is high and ſteep, one 
cannot diſcern the ſhipping till within a mile of them. The road 
is within a muſquet-ſhot of the ſhore, where veſſels commonly ride 


o 


" 


in fifteen or twenty fathoms water, and are expoſed to eaſterly 


winds ; 


as I me eee we reckon the Pike, or ſugar-loaf, only a as 
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rg” in all winds that blow in oh prone of hs world, for the 
ground i is clean and goòd, and The gredt height of the iſland, with 


the perpendicular height of the land facing the road, repels the 
wind that blows upon it, though ever ſo ſtrong; yet there is 
gooc 20 in the r̃bad. When 
there is a great north-eaſt ſwell out at ſea, it comes rolling into the 
bay; but, for want of wind, and becauſe of the deepneſs of the 
water cloſe to the ſhore, it has no power or force, ſo that ſhips i in 
ſuch a caſe ride here with a lack cable. Theſe things conſidered, 
e may eonclude the road of Santa Cruz, in Palma, to be more 
ſecure than any of thoſe of Canaria or Tenerife; but in the winter. 8 
time, the rolling ſwell that comes into the bay, breaks high upon 
the beach, and prevents boats from going off or landing, for the 
ſpace of three or four days together. A ſmall mole was formerly 
built here, at a conſiderable expence, but was ſoon after deſtroyed 
by the violence of the ſurf. Another has been begun to be erected 
there, and the work carried on for ſome years paſt, but I do not 
know that it is ok finiſhed. 
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Weather; a gentle ſea- br 
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Santa Cruz DE LA PALMA is a a large town, containing two | 
pariſh churches, ſeveral convents of Friars and Nuns, with many 
neat private buildings ; though not ſo good and large as thoſe of the 
City of Palmas in Canaria, or of the towns of Tenerife, Near the : 
mole is a caſtle or battery, mounted with a few cannon, for the de- 
fence of the ſhipping in the bay, and to. prevent an enemy from . 


| landing. In the middle of the town, near the great church, is a 


fountain, filled by a rivulet, which Plentifully ſupplics the inha- 
bitants with good water, REED 


TAN ACE A, the next port, lies on the ſouth-weſt part of the 


afland ; it is expoſed to weſterly winds, and little frequented by any 
veſſels excepting boats. 
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1e inüde ſpring. frrenal innate.” 
| iflue | in one ſtream through 2 
hich it deſcends, and, 
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ce e from 3 it turns two ſugar-mil 


yo 1 5. is un wholeſome, by reaſon its eins 


War. tere. of a pernicious quality, which mixes 
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| the infide of the cauldron abounds 
, te-a or pitch-pine, _ 
| retamas ; than in this iſland, 


. 


EE: bark, - and grow to the ſize of large trees, but in 


the others they are only ſhrubs. The ſhepherds here are ve 


careful not to let the 
becauſe they breed a ſtone i in the bladder, which kills them. 
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ON the outſide of the cauldron ſpring two rivulets, one of 
wh ich runs northward to the village of St. Andres, and turns two 
u ar-mills, „the other runs to the eaſtward, to the town of Santa 
Cruz. Beſides theſe there are no other rivulets, ſtreams, or 
fountains of water of any conſequence i in the iſland; for wel 
reaſon the natives build ſquare reſervoirs or tanks, with planks of 


pitch-pine, which they make tight hy caulking ; "theſe they fill 


e-goats feed on the leaves of the retama, 
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cattle; for the ſheep, goats, and 
3 rivulets, feed on roots of fern and 
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„ the year 1 54 5, and after it, a great drought prevaile which 
| =: deſtroyed them all : however, ſome time after, others began to 
ſpring, but were deſtroyed by the rabbits and other animals, who | 


d eat all the young 
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FIG 
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en, finding no paſture below, went up there a wn 
t 
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trees and herbs ; ſo that now the upper part of the iſland is quite 
I bare: and deſolate. Thoſe rabbits were firſt brought to Palma 
—_ bpy Don Pedro Fernandez de I Ugo, the fecond Adelantado, 
| | | The Spaniards: call theſe laſt, roots of gamones, which I believe to be roots of 
Y or 
* 

_—_ | 


: into it at full a. At another place, 
3 which has a long narrow entrance, ſo lat a 
; nw muſt enter it 3 keeping his face all the while to- 


ꝓʒ Fux ſummi of Palma formerly abounded with trees; but in 
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f a yellow colour. en.. 
t of Tenerife, but . 
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of eee when 
| of lag 1 5 and ra (a fruit reſemblin g 23. 1 
 elder-berries) for both 1 theſe have. a bad effect on C 
Palma is much gum- dragon; and from the te- a or pitch-pine, | TS 


pitch i is extracted i in great quantities. „„ tn jp i 2 
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AI. forts of fruits growing | in Canaria or Tenerife, are found 


| here alſo, in greater abundance, inſomuch that the natives cannot 55 
conſume them; but having ſugar in great plenty, they make vaſt. | 
quantities of ſweetmeats and conſerves; which they exp rt to the _ 
. reſt of the iſlands, and to ſome parts of ——_— 
In time of ſcarcity of corn, the natives of this iſland make good ä 
bread of the roots of fern. I never eat any of chat ſort of bread — 
birt 1 have in the ifland of Gomera, and found it not much — 


inferior to that made of wheat - flour; but the fern in Gomera "> co | 
1 reckoned better and more wholeſome than that'of Pama. 
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Al rnovon che woods! chat grew dees ut df fame 
all deſtroyed, yet there is abundance of trees in the regiudꝰ iche 
clouds, and beneath it, inſomuch that the iſland, at about two 
leagues diſtance; "appears like one entire wood. Pine-trees' grow 
here to ſuch a ſize as to be fit for maſts for the 7 0 chips; but 
they are heavy, and, by reaſon of the ruggedneſs of the 'rodds; the 
expence of bringing them to the ſhore would be immenſe; Jre- 


* 


member an Engliſh American loop, of one hundred and fifty 
tons, having loſt her maſt, was towed in here by the ftiing- 
boats; the natives gave the maſter leave to go. to the woods and 
cut any tree fit for his purpoſe, gratis; but the ex xpence of bringing 
it dowii, though labour 1s cheap here, coſt him twenty ſiye 5 


Pounds ſterling: nevertheleſs, much timber is s exported from hence 
to the reſt of the iſlands, C 


Tur air, weather, and winds: are math! the fame * as at. 
Canaria and Tenerife, only with this difference, that weſterly: 
' winds and rain are rather more frequent in Palma, the reaſon of. 
Which is, that it lies more to the weſtward and northward, con- 
4 ſequently not being ſo far within the verge of the north-eaſt trade- | 
wind as thoſe iſlands, is more expoſed to variable winds, particu- 
larly the ſouth-weſt, which is the moſt prevalent wand. in the: 
latitudes adjacent to. thoſe of the north-caſt — 


* 


As to the F here, and i in Canaria, Tenerife, Gomera, 
Dy Hierro, a perſon will find great difference, according as. he: 
lives near the ſea-ſhore, or up in the mountains; for in the. 
months of J uly, Auguſt, and September, the heat is ſomewhat in-. 
tolerable near the ſea-ſhore, when there is a calm; but when tlre 
heat is ſo great on the ſea- coaſt, the air is quite freſh.and plea- 
ſant on the mountains. In the middle of winter, the habitations 
far up in the mountains, near the clouds, are exceſſively cold; the 
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L 5 85 chimfeys in the E Hbuſes, A hs 4 the 
Place; and Wed the old Pretene 5 won 
temember © great no falling 8 oben the Plain, Where i it remained. 
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iwöütks of the year'the ſiraraits of all H the Canary 
lands; Lancerota and Fuertivwentura excepted, are Sener, 
eovered with ſn „ is HOY 105 A N 2 „ . 
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e that the mountains were full of gutters, 0 or beds: 
ef ibftent"6f rain water; but theſe only appear ittle, being high. 


ty 


up, konfequently at a great diſtance off; but when one approaches 


near, he fide them" to be large, va ey « or r hollows, abounding 
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Tuis ind has not been exempted from volcanos, the effects 
of which are ſtill to be ſeen in almoſt every part of it; for the 
channels where the burning matter, melted ores, and calcined: 
ſtones and aſhes ran, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed... In the memory* 
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. Nunno de Penna, in his Hiſtorical Memoits,” ſays, . that on-the 13th of No- 
vember, 1677, a little after ſun-ſet, the earth ſhook for thirteen leagues, with a 
frightful noiſe, that laſted five days, during which the earth opened in ſeveral places; 
but the greateſt gap was upon that called Mont aux Chevres, a mile and a 
half from the ſea, from whenee proceeded a great fire, which caſt up ſtones and pieces 
of rock. The like happened in ſeveral places thereabouts; and in leſs than a quarter 
of an hour it made twenty-eight gaps about the foot of the mountain, which vomited. 
abundance of- flames and duni ſtones. It took 1 its courſe over. the plain of Los 


Cainos, 
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at the diſfance of three leagues off at ſea, 
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| Lo” only the ſuddden flax ad reflux of the ſea was « 4 
—_ Porto de Luz, in Canaria, where the fea yen : 
at that & time n 2; 1 Hing » upon 4 the ground; whachrth 5 
„ Water had left bare, ſome af them wene & bold as to go to it. ut 
5 ... ſuddenly returning, ſwept them all away,” A & at 
i Peuort Orotava told me, chat on the day of the Liſbon earthquake, 
= By not with ſuch violence as at firſt; and & contig. e 
= and owing for the ſpace of an hour: they were all aſto 5 
ö at this ſtrange phænomenon; but when they received the n news of 
i SER th e deſtruction at Liſboa, my boatman ſwore folemnly that he 
=. never would work on All- fine day again he lived; ** Which 
1 Me * oath, added he, 1 intend moſt religio ly to. obſerve.” 
Tz „„ Tux black mining ſand which we throw upon writing top: prevent 
| a 5 3 blotting, is found in many places on the ſhore of this and the other 
1 Eeinos, and ran with violence towards the Hol y Fountain; but coming near the 
'R OS brink of the great deſcent, turned to the right, * farced its way towards the Old 
1 Port, where the Spaniards landed when they made themſelves mafters of this iſland. 
| | 1 He adds, that on the 2oth of November following „ there was a ſecond eruption of 
| the Mont aux Chevres, from whence came forth * 5 and fire, with great earth- 
| quakes and thunders, for ſeveral days, ſo that black cinders were taken up at ſeven | 
| leagues diſtance, the adjacent lands were entirely deſtroyed, and the inhabitants a 
1 l forced to quit their habitations. 3 
4 s —— iſlandds. 
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3 from 8 1 Faker to 6 teen ; buf a as the land-wind 
frequently blows hard, it is neceſl; ry for a 


of « 


large. ſco DE of cable, othe rwif the will be in- da 
blown ou ut of the bay. I The ſea here i is generally 10 
that boats may land on the bea inger. Or 
6 de of the bay is a cove, where Rips of: any burthen 1 may haul 
cloſe to the ſhore (which! is a high and perpendicular cliff), and 


4 


there heave down, clean, or repair. When boats cannot land on 


. 


” i 


the beach, on account of the ſurf, they put athore at this cove, 
from whence ers is a path-way, along the face of the cliff, to 
the town ; but it is ſo narrow that two perfons cannot walk 
a-breaſt': near the end of this road is a gate, which ts aways 
ſhut after ſun-ſet, or when it turns dark, and then no rhan can 
paſs that way. About a ſtone's throw from the beach begins the 
principal ſtreet of the town, and from thence runs ſtrait inland. 
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| church.and i of Brin ith abu ut one any 
P rivate houſes, ** moſt of whicd.ap 
well ſupplied, with good water, which the inha itants draw from 
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wells in every part of ths e town, In the Winter- Fon dn, + laws 
, empties. itfelf. into the port. On 


rivulet, from the: mo 


but mean mean, and. mall. It is | 


the ſouth ſide of the — of this rivulet ſtands an 10 round 
tower, which was built by Don Miguel Peraza, the firſt Count 
of Gomera; and on the top of. the perpendicular cliff, on the north 


Hide of the cove, is a chapel, , and. « a battery of a few pieces af 


cannon for the defence of the port. As 1 have loſt the journals , 


of the voyages in which I touched here, I cannot be ſo particular, 


vx . 1444 


AF e bo 


eaſt fide of Gomera, that can be ſeen from Point Teno in Tenerife. 8 


7 4 oy 


5 That land, when one is to the northward of i it, at about a league 


LES Sb ©; To 
* 


diſtance, bears a great reſemblance to the Ram-head, near Ply- 
mouth- ſound. In going into the bay! it 1s neceſſary to > fland cloſe i in 

with this point, for the land-wind 1 is commonly too ſeanty for a 
5 ſhip to fetch the proper anchoring- place; for that rea eaſon it is 
better to come in with the ſea· breeze, which generally begins to 
blow here about noon. : 


oF * 4 ! « the 
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Tur beſt place for a ſhip. to ie here, i is PL SY A full v view may 
be had along through the main ſtreet of the town, and at about the 


diſtance of a cable's length from the beach: it is neceſſary to 
moor as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe of eddy. winde that ſometimes | 


blow in the bay. „ 
Gonna, 3 not t ſo large and populous as. Palma, is is a con- 
liderable iſland ; for many rivulets flow from its craggy mountains, 
and 


in giving directions to find this excellent port as 1 could with ; 
but,. to the beſt of my remembrance, the lind that forms the : 
north point of the bay, i is the moſt foutherly point of land of the 
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ry iter: 6K narrow: en in . in envy bt Ne 1 F 

vater may be found by digging the ground to about the depth of 
five or ſix feet. Among the fountains that abound here, the fol- 
lowing are moſt eſteemed, viz. Chemele, Tegoay, and la Fuente 
del Conde, i. e. the Counts Fountain. No pines grow here, but | 
many other kinds of trees, particularly barbuſanos*, mocanes, 
favines, adernos, vinatigos, files, palms, with a great number f 
maſtick · trees, n mow abundance of the gum of that r name. 


— 


"Tux produce of this iſland 4 is your this fame with that of Te- 
40 Canaria, or Palma. The natives have generally juſt corn 
enough for their own uſe, and ſeldom import nor export any. In 
this particular Gomera reſembles Gran Canaria, having almoſt 
every neceſſary within itſelf, and therefore ſtands in need of little 
or nothing from abroad; for corn, wine, roots, fruit, honey, 
eattle, and fowls + are here in great plenty: and was there en- 
couragement in Gomera for induſtry, the natives could eaſily ma- 


nufacture enough of their own wool and raw ſilk ſufficient to 


clothe themſelves : and here is ſtone, lime, timber, and all other g 
| materials fit for building, excepting iron. 


Taz Gomeran wine in in general i is weak, poor, and ſharp, there- 
fo unfit for exportation yet ſome of it, when two years old, 5 

excels the very beſt Madeira wine in taſte and flavour, although * 
is in colour fair as water, and weak as ſmall beer. I brought ſome 
dozens of this wine to London, where I ſhewed it to ſome people 

28 a great curioſity; but they did not reliſh it, for the Engliſh 

© eſteem no weak wine, let its taſte and flavour be ever ſo delicate. 

The wine-merchants i in F rance, Spain, Portugal, and ſome other - 
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* The _ of the b es is fomething like mahogany, but blacker ; ; when 
green it ſtinks moſt abominably. 


+ There are no et in Gomera. 
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places, wth this, os care to mix brandy even. with the 
Rrongeſe wines which they end to England. 


| Breinze the animals common in the reſt of the iſlands, here 
is plenty of deer; which were originally brought hither from Bar- 
bary. More mules are bred in Gomera than in any of the ſeven 
iflands ; but I do not remember to have ſeen any camels here. 
Neither ſnakes or ſerpents are found i in any of the Canary Iflands 
except Gomera; but I have no reaſon to believe, by any thing 
I eould learn, that they are venomous or do = harm. 


CHA * XIII. 
FFCVVVe of the Band of Eee. 


II 8 iſland i is about fifteen leagues in a circumference, andi fire 5 
in breadth. It riſes ſteep and craggy from the ſea, on all 
ſides, for above a league, in ſuch a manner as to render the af- 
cent very difficult and fatiguing : after travelling this league, the 

| reſt of the iſland will be found to be telerably level and fruitful, 

for it abounds with many kinds of trees and ſhrubs, particularly pines, | 
breſos, ſavines, laurels, palos blancos, adernos, barbuſanos, ace- 
vinos, mocanes, retamas, beech, eſcobones (of which the Spa- 


niards make brooms or beſoms), and ſome pales ; but no gum- 
dragon- trees wow here. - | 


| Tris iſland produces better orafs, herbs, and flowers than any 
of the other iſlands, ſo that bees thrive and multiply here ex- 
tremely, and make excellent honey. The wine of Hierro 
is poor, weak, and bad, inſomuch that the natives are obliged to 
diſtil the greàteſt part of it into brandy. There are only 
three fountains of water in the whole iſland, one of them is called 
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. THR, OA N: ART Is LA N D = ! 
Te. Avof *, Which in the language of the ancient inhabitants Dgnificy ö _ + 
© River; a name, however, which does not ſeems to have been give! „ 
it on account of its yielding much water, for in that reſpect iti 
hardly deſerves the name of a fountain, More to the northward 83 1 
1s another, called _ and in the middle of the iſland is 
2 ſpring, yielding a about the thickneſs of a man's finger. 1 
This laſt was diſcorered' in the year 1565, and is called the Foin- 
tain of Anton Hernandez. On account of the ſcarcity of water, 
-” the ſheep, goats, and ſwine here do not drink in the fimaver, ; 
FF _ _ but are tagln to dig up the roots of fern, and chew them to — 
aAuench their thirſt, The great cattle are watered at thoſe ſoun- 1 
tains, and at a place where water diſtils from the leaves of a tree. | 
Many writers have made mention of this famous tree; ſome itt 
ſuch a manner as to make it appear miraculous: others again deny VVV 
the exiſtence of any ſuch tree, among whom is Father Feyjoo, 4 5 
modern Spaniſh author, in his Theatro Critico. But he, and = 
_ thoſe who agree with him in this matter, are as rauck miſtaken as 
they who would make it appear to be miraculous. This is the only 
land of all the Canaries which I have not kw ES 
have failed with natives of Hierro, who when queſtioned about „ — 
the exiſtence of this tree, anſwered i in the affirmative. | 


Tus anchor of the Hiſtory of the DiGonery and. Conqueſt has 


given us a Particular account of it. which 1 ſhall relate here 
at large. 


ne of Taz diftrics 1 in which gun t tree n is called T igulahe, 5 
© near to which, and: in the cliff or ſteep rocky aſcent that ſur- 5 5 
rounds: the whole iſland; i is a narrow gutter or gulley, which com- 
« mences at the ſea, and continues to the ſummit of the cliff, 
66 where it Joins or coincides with a valley, which i 1s terminated 
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In the Azonega diale& of the Lybian tongue, Aſeif ſignifies a Rirer. 5 EY 
Nn 2 EL by 
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remedy. for the drought of the iſland. It is ſituated about a 
league and a half from the ſea. Nobody knows of what ſpe- 
cies it is, only that it is called Til. It is diſtin& from other 
trees, and ſtands by itſelf; the circumference of the trunk is 
about twelve ſpans, the diameter four, and in height from the 
ground to the top of the higheſt branch forty ſpans: the cir- 
cumference of all the branches together is one hundred and 
5 twenty feet. The branches are thick and extended; the loweſt | 
commence about the height of an ell from the ground. Its 
fruit reſembles the acorn, and taſtes ſomething like the kernel o 
a pine- apple *, but is ſofter and more aromatic. The leaves of 
this tree reſemble thoſe of the laurel, but are larger, wider, and 
more curved ; they come forth'i ina perpetual ſucceſſion, ſo that : 
the tree always remains green. Near to it grows a thorn, which ; 
faſtens on many of its. branches and inter weaves with them; 
and at a ſmall diſtance from the Garſe are ſome beech- trees, 

- breſos, and thorns. On the north fide of the trunk are two 
large tanks or ciſterns of, rough ſtone, or rather one ciſtern 

« divided, each half being twenty feet ſquare, and ſixteen ſpans 
in depth. One of theſe contains water for the drinking of the 
inhabitants, and the other that which they uſe for their cattle, 
waſhing, and ſuch like purpoſes. Every morning, near this 
part of the iſland, a cloud or miſt ariſes from the ſes, which the 
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4 by the W front of .a W On the top or this rock grows 
a tree, called, in the language of the ancient inhabitants, 
Garſe, i. e. Sacred or Holy Tree; which for many years has 
been preſerved ſound, entire, and freſh. Its leaves conſtantly 


diſtil ſuch a quantity of water as is ſufficient to furhiſh drink 
to every living creature in Hierro; nature having provided this 


* Not * anana, but the fir or pine tree. pear, nut, or antes Thoſe of Britain 


have nothing in them; but the pine-apples in Spain, and ſome other countries, con- 


tain a kernel of an agreeable taſte. 
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fourth and | caichly Lig foree hl the pere. mentioned ſteep | 


cliff; fo that the cloud, having no vent but by the gutter, gra- 
dually aſcends i it, and from thence advances ſlowly to the extre- 


mity of the valley, where it is ſtopped and checked by the front 


of the rock which terminates the valley, and then reſts upon the 


thick leaves and wide-fpreading branches of the tree, from 
whence it diſtils i in drops during the remainder of the day, un- 
| til it is at length exhauſted, in the ſame manner that we ſee 
water drip from the leaves of trees after a heavy ſhower of rain. 
This diſtillation is not peculiar to the garſe, or til, for the. 
breſos, which grow near it, likewiſe drop water; but their 
leaves being but few and narrow, the quantity is ſo trifling, 
that though the natives ſave ſome of it, yet they make little or 
no aceount of any but what diſtils from the til; which, to- 
gether with the water of ſome fountains, and what i is ſaved in 
the winter- ſeaſon, is ſufficient to ſerve them and their flocks. _— 
This tree yields moſt water in thoſe - years when the Leyant « . 
eaſterly winds have prevailed for a continuance ; ; for by theſe 
winds only, the clouds or miſts are drawn hither from the ſea. 

* A perſon lives on the ſpot near which this tree grows, who is 
appointed by the Council to take care of it and its water, and 
is allowed a houſe to live in, with a certain ſalary. He every 
day diſtributes to each family of the diſtrict, ſeven pots or veſ- 
ſels full of water, beſides what he gives to the principal people : 


— 


of the iſland,” oY 


- Sp ihe tree pen TY yields water at this preſent” time- 
” be the ſame as that mentioned i in the above deſcription, I cannot 
pretend to determine, but it is probable there has been a ſucceſſion 
of them; for Pliny, deſcribing the Fortunate Iſlands, ſays, « In 
the mountains of Ombrion are trees, reſembling the plant 
=. ferula, from which water may be procured by preſſure: : what 
3 c comes 
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«© comes from the black kind is bitter, but that which the * 
10 0 is ſweet and — 


TREES yelling water are not peculiar to the iNand of 8 
for travellers inform us of one of the ſame kind in the iſland of 
St. Thomas, in the bight or gulph of Guinea. In Cockburn's 


Voyages we find the following account of a Gropping tree near the 
mountains * Vera Paz, in America. 


« th morning of the fourth day we came out on a large 
« plain, where were great numbers of fine deer; and in the 
"6 middle ſtood a tres of unuſual ſize, ſpreading its branches over 
« a vaſt compaſs of ground. Curioſity led us up to it; we had 
85 perceived, at ſome * off, the ground about: it to be wet; 
_ « at which we began to he ſomewhat ſurpriſed, as e eee 
tbare had no rain fallen for near fix months paſt, according to 
the certain courſe of the ſeaſon. in that latitude ; that it was im- 
& poſſible to be occaſioned by the fall of dew on the tree, we 
were convinced by, the ſun's having power ta exhale away; all 
moiſture of that nature a few. minutes after its riſing. Atlaſt, to 
our great. amazement as well as joy, we ſaw water dropping, 
or as it were diſtilling, faſt. from the end of every leaf of this 
. wonderful (nor had: it been amiſs. if I had ſaid miraculous) 
* treg;; at leaſt it was ſo. with reſpe& ta us, wha bad been 
ce labouring four days through extreme heat, without receiving 


« the leaſt moiſture, and were now almoſt expiring for the. want 
ET. © ou 


cc 


Ws could not help looking on this as liquor ſent from heaven 
to comfort and ſupport us under great extremity. We catched 
what we. could of it in our hands, and drank very plentifully of 
it, an and liked it ſo well that we could hardly prevail with our- 


cc ſelves 
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THE CANARY. ISLANDS. oy 
8 ſclves to give over. A matter of this nature could not bur excite . 
« us to make the ſtricteſt obſervations concerning it, and acvord 
« ingly we ftaid under the tree near three hours, and found we 
could not fathom. its body in five times. We obſerved the wil 
« where it grew to be very ſtony; and, upon the niceſt enquity 
« we could afterwards make, both of the natives of the country | 
and the Spaniſh inhabitants, we could not learn there was any 
ſuch tree known throughout New Spain, nor perhaps all Ame- 
40 rica over: but I do no relate this as a prodigy in nature, be- 
« caufe I am not philoſopher enough to aſcribe any natural caſe 
« fox it; the learned may, perhaps, give ſubſtantial reaſon in na- 
« ture, for what 1 to us as a _ and marvellous ſecret. 1 


= I am not c dds; FRAY is only. one pariſh church i in the 
whole iſland, aud no conſiderable town. The port or anchoring- 
place I am not acquainted with, having never been there; but am 


informed it is an open road, and but little frequented, _cxcppting , 
Z by boats and ſmall barks. | . ; 


As I hoon now given ſome an of all the Cutie lands, 
I ſhall proceed to deſcribe the manners and cuſtoms of the natives, 
their trade, policy, Kc. But before I enter on that ſubject, it 
will not be i improper to give ſome account of the iſlands, rather 
rocks, called the Salvages; ; becauſe by ſome they are reckoned 
as part of the Canary Iſlands. They lie twenty-ſeven leagues 
north from Point Nago in Tenerife. The chief iſland is high 
and rocky, and is about a league in circumference. Three or four 
leagues ſouth-weſt from this iſland is another, which reſembles 
the largeſt Needle rock at the weſt end of the Iſle of Wight. Be- 
tween thoſe iſlands are many rocks and ſands, ſome of which are 
above and others under water ; therefore it is dangerous, for thoſe 
who 3 are not well acquainted with thoſe iſlands, to approach them, 
except 
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except on the caſt fide 18 thieig great 3 1 1 paſt it 
* Way, within the. diſtance of a ſtone's throw. People who 
come to; this. illand, anchor. r. ſome here on the ſouth· eaſt ſide. 
It produces not] g but orchilla- weed. Here are gr 
cormorants, or. ſea-fowls reſembling . them. Some barks! and 
boats from the Canary Iſlands frequent the Salvages in the ſummer 
in queſt of wrecks and thoſe ſea-fowls. They catch the youn — 
ir neſts, kill and ſalt them, and then carry them to Tenerife 
for ſale. The Salvages, though. uninhabited, belong to the Portu- 
gueze, who reckon them as dependent on the iſland of Madeira, 
and although they ſcarcely ever viſit them, yet they will not gllow 


the Spaniards to gather orchilla-weed. there. Some years ago a few 
fiſhermen went thither in a bark from Tenerife, in queſt of 


. wrecks; but not finding any, they went aſhore and gathered about 
half a ton of orchilla- weed. When this was known at Madeira, 
the Portugueze made complaint thereof to the Governor- gen meral 
of the Canary Iſlands, and would not be ſatisfied till the poor 
maſter of the bark was thrown into priſon, where he remained a 
long time. The Portugueze, in this affair, behaved ſomewhat like 
the Engliſh, who will neither be at the trouble to catch fiſh 1 in 
what they call their own ſeas, nor ſuffer others to catch them, 
without complaining of it as a matter of tranſgreſſion. | 
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Incorporated with them, ſo as that hel ö n became „ ; | 
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. Spaniards, ſe no. other language than the C TZ ĩ 

5 W ſpeak it in 1 but the peaſants, who ___ = 

— remote parts of a. almoſt r unintelligible to | 

1 Angers; their . mcia )E 

compared to a man talking with ſomething in 
nE natives here are of a ſpare habit y. middle ſized, to- 

be Oo lerably well ſhaped, have good features, and complexions more 
=: deeply ſwarthy than thoſe of the natives of the ſouthern parts of „„ 
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vegan as not unaptly. tobe I WE | 
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55 Spain: but they have fine large ſparkling black eyes, which gire „ 
T3 a vivacity and -dazzling luſtre to the countenance, inſomuch that in FF 
1 opinion there are as many handſome people WW 
lin proportion to the number of inhabitants) as in England. 1 
the Engliſh, though excelling . all the people I have ſeen in fine- 3 
neſcs and reſhneſs of .complexion, yet their countenances in general | — 

e are dull and unmeaning, when compared with thoſe of the natives 
of the Canary Iflands': yet, upon the whole, it muſt be owned . 3 
that the old people here look more like demons than the human x — 
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Tax pail are cloathed after the modern faſhion of the: ; 
8 paniards, , which is much the- fame with the habit of the com- 
mon people i in En gland, only with this difference, that here the 
natives, when dreſſed, wear long cloaks inſtead: of upper coats 3 
but the peaſants of Canaria uſe, inſtead of the cloak, an upper gar- 
ment faſtened about the middle by a ſaſh or girdle.. This garment 
is white, long, and narrow, having a neck ike-an<Engliſh riding- 


coat, and is made of the wool of their. own ſheep. All the lower 
ſort of people in theſe iflands wear their own hair, which is black, 
and generally. buſhy ;- they let. i it grow to a great length, and, 


when they dreſs, comb it out in ſuch a manner, that the faſhion of 


wearing hair at preſent here, . ſeems to be the ſame as that which 
prevailed in England in the reign of King James I. They tuck 
the "wr of the night, ide of the had: ws the right ear. 


nn — — 


0 gentlemen, itrſtead: of theis own 1 eee perukke, : 


which! form an odd contraſt to their duſky. complexions. They 
never put. on their perukes, upper coats, or ſwords, but when 
they pay formal viſits, walk in proceſſions, or go to church on high. 
feſtivals: at. other times their habit is a linen. night-cap: bordered 


or ruffled with cambrick or lace, and above ita broad- brimmed 
hat ſlouched, and, inſtead of a coat, a long wide camb- 
let cloak. of a raiſin or black colour. They never wear an 


upper coat without a ſword, and generally walk with the! hat un- : 
der the arm. ED 1 


Tur 1 melee ke wear on acheir 3 a coarks 1 1 
gauze, which falls down upon their ſhoulders; they pin it together i 
under the chin, ſo that the lower part ſerves as a handkerchief to 
cover the neck and breaſts. Above this (when they go abroad) they 
wear a broad-brimmed hat ſlouched, to ſhelter their faces from the 
_ fun; and on their ſhoulders a. mantle of baiſe, flannel, or ſay. * 
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hey: wear; many pettico a make th dem appear uncom- 

only bulky. ; dut the poor people who ive in towns, Wear veils: 

when they walk the ſtreets; theſe are made of black ſay; and in 

the form of two petticoats, one above the other: when they go 
abroad, they take the upper, fold and bring it over the head, 

_ wrapping it ſo cloſe about them that no part of the face is ſeen 

but one eye; thus they behold every body they meet, without 
0 being known, for all their veils are of the ſame colour and tuff, 
: arch thoſe of the: ladies, which are. made of ſilk. 
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1 Santa. Cam 1 in hs iflend; of 1 in n che city of ; 
Palmas in Canaria, ſome of the moſt faſhionable ladies go abroad i in 


their chariots, dreſſed after the modes of the French and Engliſh; 


but none walk the ftreets unveiled, yet the ladies now-a-days 
f wear. them ſo open, that any body may diſcover the whole face, the 
neck, and even a part of the breaſts. The young ladies wear no 


* 


5 cap or. any thing elſe on their heads, but have their fine long black 


hair plaited, tucked up behind, and laid on the crown of the head, 


| where it is faſtened by a gold comb. They wear no ſtays, but tight 
ſhort jackets, ; like the common people, only with-this difference, 3 
they are made of finer ſtuff: . they alſo wear-mantles. of ſcarlet cloth 
or fine white. flannel, laced with gold or ſilver. The moſt ex- 
penſive part of their dreſs i is their bracelets, necklaces, car-rings ; 
and other jewels. 77 


3 


In theſe iNands 3 is FIN to be FOR even amon g people 
| of the firſt rank, either a man or woman who walks with an eaſy 
and graceful air. This imperfection i is owing to nothing elſe than 
their going abroad almoſt conſtantly veiled, or covered with long 
cloaks, ſo that the women are not known, conſequently they care 


not how they walk; and the mens motions are hid by their long 


4 — 02 cloaks: 
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poor are dy oy 5 and are not 
men may be ſeen fitti 


lice out of. one another's heads. 


he itch is common among all 


they take no pains to eure it. The ſatne may be ſeid 
: rſt. e ; 


as 8 0 IT y 11 | Some think . 

that the itch, ſo . te, is owing to the tires eating 0. 
much of that food. h fich in the ſummer is toletably plenty, 

bdlaut at other times more ſcarce and dear. I need not here deſcribe 


the food of the gentr 74 becauſe in all countries they live on the 
| beſt of what they can procure. e N 


Tux houſes. of the peaſants and lower ſort 7 


one ſtory, and built of ſtone and lime: the roofs are either thatched 
: or tiled. Theſe houſes are re generally neat, commoc 
indeed there is 


people are of 


ious, and clean; 
iſlands to make them 


„ and, by reaſon. 
of the almoſt continual 1 n is rarely wet. he- 


walls of the houſes here are built of ſtone and lime, the roofs. 
are covered with pantiles, and. the beams, rafters, and floots are alf 
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ſquare? of the houſe, and "which 6-06 ate 
the ſecond ſtory. The ſtreet-door is placed in the middle of the 
front of the houſe; within that door is a feeond; the ſpace between 
- them is the breadth. of the rooms of the houſe: this place is 
called La Caſa Puerta, the outer door of which is generally open all 

long, and' ſhut in the evening. When you enter the inner 
door of the caſa puerta, you come to the Patio, or court-yard, | 
which is large dr ſmall according to the fize of the houſe, and is 
generally paved with flags, pebbles,” or ſome ather 8 In the 
center of the court is a ſquare or circular ſtone wall, of about the 
beigbt of four feet, filled with earth, in which are commonly 
planted banana, orange, or other ſort of trees. All the lower 
ſtory of each quarter of the houſe are ſtore · rooms or cellars. The 
ſtairs leading to the ſecond ſtory generally commence at the ncht 
or left hand corners next the door of the court as one enters it, and 
conſiſt of two flights of ſteps, which lead into the gallery, from 
whence one may have acceſs. to any quarter of the ſecond ſtory, 
without going through the rooms of any of them. The principal 
apartments are commonly in that quarter of the houſe facing the 
| ſtreet, which contains a hall, with an apartment at each end 
3 thereof. Theſe rooms are the whole breadth of the quarter, and 
the hall is juſt as long again as any of the apartments at its extre- 
mities. The windows of theſe rooms are formed of wooden lat- 


tices, curiouſly wrought, and are all in the outſide wall, none of 


them looking inwards to the court. In the middle of the front- 
quarter of ſome great houſes, on the outſide above the gate, and. 


equal with the floor of the ſecond ſtory, is a balcony ; ſome have 
a gallery running from one end of thequarter to the other: but this 


is nat common on the outſide of the houſe. I he apartments are: 


\ 
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a biss: wacbed ; i thoſe at the! extremities 4 thaw as a 


ſome of the reſt, are lined with fine mats to about the height of 


five feet from the'floor, which is ſometimes covered with the ſame 
ſtuff: The ſides of the windows of all the rooms are lined with 


boards, to prevent people s cloaths from being whitened by the lime, 
becauſe the window is the place where they commonly fit, there be- 
ing benches on each ſide of it for that purpoſe; and a ſtranger is al- 


ways conducted to. the window by the maſter of the houſe, when he 
intends to ſhew him reſpect. The inſide of the walls of the great 
hall, and of ſome of the reſt of the apartments, is hung with 
paintings, which are repreſentations of the Virgin, the twelve 
apoſtles, ſaints, -and martyrs, generally drawn as big as the life, 
and diſtinguiſhed by ſome particular circumſtance of their hiſtory ; 
for inſtance, St. Peter is repreſented looking at a cock and weep- 
ing, a great bunch of keys hanging at his girdle. St. Anthony, as 
preaching to the fiſhes. I do not remember to have ſeen one 
profane picture in any of che natives houſes, nor even 4 map. 
They ſeldom uſe curtains to their beds in theſe iſlands, looking on 
them as receptacles for buggs and fleas, which abound and mul- 
tiply here exceedingly. What they chiefly uſe are mattreſſes; 


which they ſpread on the floor upon fine mats: beſides the bed- 


linen, there is a blanket, and above that a filk quilt; the ſheet, 
pillows, and quilt are generally fringed, or pinked in the very ſame 
manner as s the ſhroud for a dead corpſe i in ſome parts of Europe. 


x 


IV a particular apartment in every houſe there i is a place raiſed a 


fiep higher than the floor, which is covered with mats or carpets; 


there the women commonly fit together upon cuſhions, do their 


domeſtic buſineſs, and receive viſits from their own ſex. e 
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HE natives s of theſe iſlands, inks their — isgrave, 


are extremely quick and ſenſible. The women are remark- | - 
FALLS: able fox their. vivacity and ſprightly converſation, which far ex- — 
| ceeds that of the French, Engliſh,, or other northern _ SE. 
This agreeable lively humour i is not peculiar to- the inhabitants of © 4 
thoſe iſlands, but is common to thoſe of the temperate —_—. 72 
particularly the northern part of Africa, as I ſfiall have octafion to. ö 

mention in the account which 1 intend to give of that i | 
Tus Baron de Monteſquieu has been very particular in tiling us 5 88 1 
what effect the air and climate has neal the temper and genius „ - 
of the inhabitants of different countries; but ut although no atten- * 1 | 
tive traveller can ever be perſuaded to agree = him in his notions 1 4 
of theſe things, yet we. may venture to aſſert With. truth that the 
| natives of the temperate climates are naturally endowed. with more © | 
| ſenſe, penetration, andquickneſs of apprehenſiog, than thoſe of the 1 
countries ſituated to the ſouthward or northward.of them: for, to | 
whatever cauſe it may be owing, it is certain that the northern = 7 
| tions, Blacks and Indians, are a heavy, phlegmatic, and ſtupid 4 | 
| people, when compared with the Libyans, Arabs, Spaniards, and N 
C.uanarians: but this difference cannot be ſo well obſetved as in ſuch | 
of theſe people as have not had the. advantages of education, but. | 
are left entirely to 77 mr. 
Tux great families in thoſe iſlands would be highly offended: _ 
if any. one ſhould tell them that they are deſcended from the 'Y 

__ — | Moors, 
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Mibta; or even the ancient inhabitants of theſe iNlands ; ; yetT 


imagine it would be no difficult matter to prove, that moſt of their 
amiable cuſtoms have deen handed town to them from thoſe 


people, and that they have inherited little elſe from the Gothic 
fide but barbarity. Yet the Canarian gentry, and all the Spa- 
niards, are proud of being thought to have deſcended from the 


0 
#4 


Fur gentry of theſe iſlands boaſt much of their birth, and 


with reaſon; for they are deſcended from ſome of the beſt fami- 
lies in Spain. It i is ſaid that the Count of Gomera is the true 
heir to the honours ef the houſe of Medina: Celi x, 
to aſſert his juſt title, becauſe of the great ene the preſent 
Duke has at the court of Madrid, from his immenſe fortune. 
The gentry here have ſome privileges, which I cannot. ſpecify, 2 85 
but they are trifling. 1 remember when a Scots Gentleman of fa- 
mily, a phyſician 1 in Canaria, wanted to obtain the rank of no- 
"bility in that iſland, he was obliged to produce a certificate from 
His native country, that there never had been a butcher, taylor, 
miller, or porter in his family. This was not difficult to pro- 
cure, as he came from a remote part of the Highlands of Scot- 


but is not able 


land, where very few follow any handicraft. It is not to 


: be wondered at, that the profeſſion of a butcher ſhould not 
"be eſteemed, or that of a taylor, which laft | is a profeſſion rather 
4 too effeminate for men to be employed in; but why millers and 


porters ſhould be held in contempt, is hard to imagine; eſpeci- 


ally the former, who are an inoffenſive ſet of men, and ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary i in almoſt « every country: it is true, indeed, that 
here they are great thieves, for each family ſends its own corn to 


yrs where, unleſs it 1s e looked after, the miller 


5 » The Duke of this name is one of the Granders of Spain. 


generally 


"wk any criminahis to affer deich, arid the ceagercerbeutidagt 
happens to be out of the way, the o officers of juſtice may ſeize the 
firſt butcher, miller, or porter _ can find, — him to 
eme _ OTE office, - ASHE DL NCottt 4 
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1 REMEMBER thx; once Fo I touched at the illand of (os 
mera, to procure freſh water, I hired ſome miſerably poor ragged 
| fiſhermen to fill our water-caſks-and bring them on board : ſome 
time after, I went to the watering-place, to ſee what progreſs 
they had made, when I found the caſks full, and all ready for 
rolling down to the beach, with tlie fiſhermen ſtanding by, con- 
verſing together as if they had nothing to do. I reprimanded 
them for their ſloth in not diſpatehing the buſineſs I employed 
them in; when one of them, with A diſdainful air, replied, | 
What do you take us to be, Sir? do you imagine we are porters ? 
« no, Sir, we are ſeamen.” | Notwithſtanding all my intreaties, 
and promiſes of reward, I could not prevail on any of them to 
put their hands to the caſks to roll . to the water-ſide, but 
was obliged to hire Porters. | Ee 


In another voyage 1 happened to * Geral Canarian Gavin 
on board, among whom was a boy from Palma, who had been a 

| butcher's apprentice or ſervant : the ſeamen would not eat with 
him for along time, until I came to underſtand it, when I obliged 
them to. meſs all together, though wy" order was not t obeyed with- 
out much grumbling and diſcontent. $: 


3 time, a patron of one of the Canary fiſhing-boats 
came aboard our ſhip, on the coaſt of Barbary, and breakfaſted 
with us; beſides ourſelves there were then at table a Jew (our 
interpreter) and a Moor ; when the patron (or maſter of the bark) 

Ky p ED took 


68; neceſſity to earn my 


. 


66+ 


x F 


im an old Chriſtian of vlean blond, and ſcorn to fit in company 
« with many in Santa Cruz who are called 


« not clear themſelves from the charge of — a mixture of 
10 „ Jewiſh aid Mooriſh blood in their veins,” 


* 


without a confiderabls thare of ave wah, wh: hure little of 


ruſtivity which is ſo common among the lower kind of 
eople in England; yet they do not ſeem to be abated dr aſhamed 
in preſence of their ſuperiors. When a bez gar afks alms of a 
gentleman, he addreſſes him in this manner, For the love: R 
©. God, Sir, pleaſe to give me half a rial.“ if the other does not 
chooſe to give him any thing, he replies in a civil manner, 
« May your worſhip excuſe me, for the love of God.” The ſer- 
vants and common prople are exceſſively addicted to pilforing, for 
which they are ſeldom otherwiſe puniſhed than by being turned 
off, beaten when detected, or impriſoned f for a ſhort time. Rob 
beries are ſeldom or ever committed here; but murder is more 
common than i in En gland, the natives of theſe iſlands being ad- 
dicted to revenge. I do not remember to have heard of any duels 
among them, for they cannot comprehend how a man's having 


t, can atone for the injury he hath done his anta- 


* 


goniſt. The conſequence of killing a man here, is that the mur- 


derer flies to a church for refuge, until he can find an opportunity 
to eſcape out of the country: if he had been greatly provoked or 


injured by the deceaſed, and did not kill him premeditately or in 
cold blood, he will find every body ready to aſſiſt him in his en- 


deavours to eſcape, except the near relations of the murdered: 


perſon. 
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HE natives rate 
drinking. If a deman was to haſeen.drun in ; 0 
be a laſting ſtain on his reputation. I am informed, that the evi- 
dence of a man who can be proved a drunkard, will not taken in 
2 court of Juſtice ; therefore all people here, who have a ſtrong 
| inclination to wine, ſhut themſclves up in their bed-chambers, 
ir fill there, then get into bed and ſleep i it 0 


— 


Tux gentry are extremely | 
in intricate and endleſs law-ſuits. I happened to bein a Nota 's 
office, in the iſland of Gomera, where obſerving huge bundles 
of papers piled upon the ſhelves ;. 1 enquired of the Notary if it 
was poſſible that all the law-buſineſs of that little iſland could 
| ſwell to ſuch a quantity of writings? he replied, that he had al- 
moſt twice as much piled up in two cellars ; and ſaid there was an- 
other of his profeſſion in the fame place, who had as much if not 


more buſineſs than himſelf. 3 
| EF ProPLE 
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be owing to the ant of innocent fre 
EE” I never could obſerve that the natives here are/niore Jealous: han 
| the Engliſh or French, although they have been ſo repreſented by 
5 thoſe nations. The truth of the matter is, that in every country 
ö 88 cuſtom has eſtabliſhed between the ſexes certain bounds of decency 
| and decorum, beyond vrhich no perſon will go, without a bad in- 
5 1 tention: for inſtance, freedoms are taken with women in France, 8 
1 which ara chere reckoned innocents but wu not be gat b „ 


9 
* 3 


C tion: en, in England virtuous women alloy men to 

5 freedoms with them, as no virtuous woman in theſe: iſlands could 
bear with : yet in France there are no more looſe women, in wm 

TE portion t to the number of inhabitants, than in che 2 ary. Iſlands. 


VoUNG people here fall Rain love at ſight, without having the 

N leaſt acquaintance with the beloved object. When the parties 
agree to marry, and find their. parents averſe to their union, ey 1 

EEE inform the Curate of the pariſh of the affair, who goes to the „ 

. ä houſe where the girl lives, demands her of her parents or guardians, E 

and endeavours to bring them to agree to her marriage; but Þ 3 

they will not be perſuaded to give their conſent, he takes her away — 1 

1 . before their faces without their being able to hinder him, and de- 


27H gl poſits herin a nunnery, or with ſome of her relations, until he 
= marries them. JOE; 


t 


— 


1 AM informed that it is not uncommon for a lady here to ſend 
1 1 to a man, and make him an offer of her perſon in an honourable 
1 fs way; if he does not think proper to, accept of her offer, he keeps 
| it ſecret till death; if he ſhould do otherwiſe, he would be looked 
C „ by all people in the moſt deteſtable and deſpicable light. 
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EE en 440 me, who were under promiſe of marriage, and 
e Wanted to forſake their miſtreſſes. 15 remember to have ſeen a e 
man at Orotava, who, ſome years before, had lived at Gomera, 
where he courted a gir „ and g her conſent to be his wife; 5 — 
but ſuddenly repenting of what he had done, and finding no other % nl 
means of getting away from her, he took the advantage of the f 
5 . firſt weſterly wind, and boldly embarked in an. is SO den EE” 
5 ocdiut dars, fails, or rudder, and launched into the ocean; he was 
. ; driven before the wind and ſeas for two days and ni ;ohts, when at 


| laſt he drew near the rocky ſhore. adjacent to Adehe in Tenerife, 
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 whiere he muſt have periſhed, had it not been for for ſome fiſhermen . 


= 0 : TT who ne his 2 at, went off, and brought! her to a ſafe har- „„ 


1 "Tus law, obliging people to adhere to t their love-engagements, 


like many other good laws, is abuſed; for by means of it looſe i 
women, who have not loſt their reputation, often lay ſnares to 5 e 
entr ap the ſimple and unwary; and worthleſs ambitious young | 
men form deſigns upon ladies fortunes, without having the leaſt e 
regard for their perſons: although it muſt be owned there few 
mercenary lovers in this part of the world, their notions of that 
paſſion being too refined and romantic to admit the 1dea of making = 
it ſubſervient to intereſt os ambition e 


A A YouN6 lady in one of theſe iſlands fell deeply in love with 
= — and uſed every art ſhe was miſtreſs of, to captivate 
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following een. to oblige wine to. anf her. She. proſecuted. 
him upon a promiſe of marriage, which ſhe pretended. he had: 
made to her, and ſuborned witneſſes who ſwore they had ſeen - 
him in bed with her. The evidence appeared ſo clear to the 
court, that, without the leaſt heſitation, it gave a ſentence for 
the plaintiff, compelling the defendant to marry her. With this 
unjuſt ſentence. he was obliged to comply, though with the ut- 
moſt regret; for as the lady had ſhewn © little regard for her 
reputation as to ſwear falſly to her own ſhame, he could look upon 
her in no other light than that of a looſe and abandoned woman: 
however he was agrecably diſappointed, and had all poſſible reaſon, 
to believe ſhe was a virgin. Being amazed at her ſtrange con- 
duct, he entreated her to unravel the myſtery of her unaccountable 
behaviour; For (ſaid he) you muſt be ſenſible that I am inno- 
cent of what you have ſworn againſt me.” She frankly.owned 
the whole affair, and added for an excuſe, that ſhe would rather 
have lived in hell, than not to have obtained the object of her 


love. Upon this declaration he generouſly forgave her, and they 
afterwards lived happily oo „ 


9. 2 


oc 


 GENER ALLY ſpeaking, there are more unhappy | marriages here, 
hw in thoſe countries where young people have more acceſs to be 

acquainted with one another's diſpoſitions before they agree to live 
| together for life. In countries where innocent freedoms ſubſiſt 
between the ſexes, lovers are generally not ſo blinded with paſſion, 
that they cannot perceive their miſtreſſes are mortal, and partake of 
human frailty, conſequently reſolve to put up with ſome failings: 


but this thought never enters into the imagination of a romantic 
lover. pu 
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„ Se ty ated 125550 ſun-riſing. A. wake en *Y „ 
FO the hoſt, which is a little before noon, the bells toll, wm 
= when all the men x who. pen o be in the Areets, or within 
| 3 * adore thee and „ 
| rd Jeſus C Chriſt, ſhed on 35 i 
BE | to waſh the fins of the world. * ä 55 
Ax noon every body goes eme to duese Whiin all the ſtreet- . — 


doors are ſhut until three in t the afternoon. In gentlemen's houles, 1 


the firſt diſh which is put on the table contains ſoup, made of | 
beef, mutton, pork, baco carrots, turneps, potatoes, Peas, | 
+ onions, ſaffron, &c. all together: When it is poured a 
into the diſh, they put in it thin flices of bread. The ſeconn sg 

| CC. coutſe conſiſts of roaſted meat; &c. The third is the olio, or ingre= LIED. 


dients of which the ſoup was made. After which comes the deſert, — 

Es - conſiſting of fruit and Foeetmoats. The company drink —_— 
1.07 of wine, or wine and water, all the time of dinner; but no wine VV 

3 Sakatter the cloth is removed. When they drink to one another, they OE 


Ae 1 — — 


ſay, © Your health, Sir; or, Madam, your health.” The 5 I 
anſwer is, May you live a thouſand years; and ſometimes, : — 
+ Much good may it do you.” Immediately after dinner, a large 1 
; | heavy, ſhallow, filver diſh, filled with water, is put upon the table, 
| when the whole company all at onee put their hands into the water. 
and waſh ;. after which a ſervant ſtands at the lower end of the 5 
table, and repeats the following benediction: «Bleſſed and praiſed 
be the moſt holy ſacrament of the altar and the clear and pure 
conception of the moſt holy Virgin, conceived in grace from 

the firſt inſtant of her natural exiſtence. Ladies and gentle- 
«© men,, 


a 


che company; he reti 6 * "_— fun each Goes to his | 
rtment, to take. a nap for about an hour; this is called the 
Sieſto, and is very beneficial in a warm climate; for after one 
awakes from it, he finds himſelf refreſhed and fit to go about his 
affairs with ſpirit: yet the medical gentlemen here condemn this 

: cuſtom, and ſay.i it is pernicious to the conſtitution ; but how can i 
a thing be prejudicial to health, that nature compels a man to? 
for in hot countries there is no avoiding a ſhort nap after dinner, 


without doing violence to natures: eſpecially where people om up 
by ant 
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Tur gentry Adem. give an entertainment t withoit having. : * 
Fett for one of the gueſts, who is generally the Confeſſor to 
ſome of the family. Some of theſe people, on thoſe occaſions, 
take much upon them,. and behave with great freedom, or rather 
ill manners ; yet. the maſter of the houſe and his gueſts do not 
| chooſe to rebuke them, but let them have their own way. I hap- = 
| pened once to go to dine at a gentleman' s houſe in one of the 
iſlands, when a Franciſcan Friar was one of the gueſts ; we had 
ſcarce begun to eat, when the Friar aſked me if I was a Chriſtian? 


* replied, 6 — hope ſo.” Then he deſired me to repeat the Apoſtles 


Creed. . I anſwered, that I knew nothing about it. Upon this 
he ſtared me full in the face, and ſaid, O ou black aſs! 
I aſked. him what he meant by treating me in that manner? he 
anſwered only by repeating the ſame abuſe. - The maſter of the 
houſe endeavoured, but in vain, to perſuade him to give over. 
As at that time I did not underſtand Spaniſh fo well as to expreſs 5 
myſelf fluently, I roſe up, and told the maſter of the houſe, I ſaw 


he was not able to protect me from inſults at his own table : then 
taking my hat, I went away. 
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the Canary Iſlands, and 
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rithiviiers, - 0 the eve "of that ay thire is ler a 
fair, to which the people ‚ d ſpend 
the greateſt part of the night in Jollity and dancing to the ſound of 


uittar, accompanied by the voices of the « ancers, and of thoſe | 
rument. Many ſorts of dances are practiſed 
rabands and Folias, which are flow dances ; 
the tune they Says play to the laſt-mentioned, is the ſame with 
to great Cæſar, &c. The quick dances are 
the Canario, Fandango, and Zapateo : the firſt of theſe was the 
dance uſed by the ancient aparians ; the ſecond is that which is 
now moſtly practiſed by the vulgar; and the laſt is much 
the ſame with our hornpipe. 3 
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f eminence has its particular fünt or patron, 


to vrhoſe honour a feſtival i is held at a great expehee: on fuch ca 
OE, ſions the gentry vie with one another in coltly entertainments 
| ; beſides * ning, playing on 
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'E nently take the air on borſeb 
5 ladies, when obliged to travel, ride on aſſes 3 
8 a adde, a fort of chair, v 
Cipal roads in theſe oy 

ſame kind with thoſ 
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town of Santa Cruz and the city of 
are kept more for ſhewthan utility, for the roads here are ſieep 
and rocky, and therefore unfit for whed- carriages : th 
Rs drawn by mules. DT EE LED. 
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tives peeing ug; over-run with dhe lch and venereal iſorders, which V 
5 might be ſo eaſily eradicated ? j 88 : 
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ue diſeaſes moſt predominant here, 
Are the Ta 3 A O {potted Fever 3 and the F 


above men» VVV 
tos, a windy 


| the bowels, ſtomach, and head. The pally is 1 
quent here, and prevails me ly among the aged. Th. 8 ſi "i 
ſorder peculiar to the iſland of Gomera, for it is ſearc y known | - 
er iſlands,” A few f the natives ace ae with the | 
| . leproſy: as it is reckoned incurabl tal at Gran | y 1 
Canaria, ſet art for the reception of the eee ſufferers ' „„ 
that loathſome diſtemper. The moment a man of fortune s 
judged to be a leper, his whole effects are ſeized for the uſe : 
without leaving any part for th t | 
4 but poor people who are infected with L 
'G the beſt way they can, or periſh in | 
ſe the hoſpital are the ſole ju ges of thel 
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| LICE Tux children here are taught i in the convents reading, writing, 88 


| Latin, arithmetic, logic, and ſome other * of philoſophy. | 
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ds, he examined me partieularly concerning 
the fue of LE in England, and what branch of it was moſt 
in eſteem there: after ſatisfying him in thoſe particulars, I enquire 
in my turn what ſtudies prevailed in theſe iſlands; he repli d, that 
Juriſprudence. and logic were thoſe moſt eſteemed, but chiefly: 


the latter, which was his favourite ſtudy. When he found T had 


not learned it, he reprimanded me for want of taſte, and informed | 


me that my countryman Duns Scotus was the beſt logician that even 
the world prod, VVV 5 
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Tux natives of the Canary Iſlands have-: 4 genius for poetry, and 
zpaſe- verſes! of different meaſures, which they ſet to muſic. 
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1 have: ſeen ſome ſongs there; which would be greatly eſteemed i in. 


where a taſte for poetry prevails. I once had in my 


poſſeſſion ſome ſatirical verſes, compoſed by the Marquis de San. 
| André, of re which v were moſt excellent, 
none I have y ; 


and inferior to: 
five: 


4 7 


Fun books, moſt commonly read by the laity are the lives of 
faints and martyrs. Theſe performances are ſtuffed with legends, 
and curious fables. Thomas à Kempis and the Devout Pilgrim are 
in every library here, and are much admired. The firſt of theſe is 
ſo well known in England, that L have no occaſion to ſay any more 
of it. The Devout Pilgrim is a deſeription of a journey to the Holy 
Land, with an account of every thing there worthy of a pilgrim's 
notice; to which are added particular inſtructions and advice to, 
thoſe who, undertake that journey. As our Methodiſts and other 
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void of ſuch ſort of piety as they value themſelves: upon, and of 
which they make their boaſt, although it conſiſ 
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"Opn. at having. given eng to thoſe 5056 may bs: FR 
firous to undertake a journey to the Holy Land, ſets the example 
of two pilgrims before their eyes, which, ſays he, you ought to- 
; 5 One of theſe pilgrims alter having viſited. the greater 
« part of the holy places, came to'the moſt holy mount of Cal- _ 
f * vary. Seeing himſelf in that moſt precious and holy place, 
« yith a moſt fervent and compaſſionate love beheld: and con- 
_ «© templated Chriſt our Redeemer, faſtened and hanging on the: 
«.crols,. ſhedding. his blood through the five divine fountains | 
of feet, hands, and ſide, his whole body wounded, and his 
« divine head crowned with thorns, and reclining in the ſame: 
6 poſture it was in when he ſaid, It is finiſhed : with copious tears | 
„ and contrition for his fins, he greatly bemoaned. himſelf to 
« ſee God and Man dying for him, and. faid,, My God and my 
4. Lord Jeſus, ſovereign of my ſoul, for what ſhould I deſire to ſee: 
« any thing more i in this world ? Lord, I beſeech thee, that ſince 
« thou haſt done. me this favour, and. thought me worthy to 
come to this moſt holy place, where thou. gaveſt thy moſt holy 
life for me; may it ſeem good unto thee, that I give mine 
« in this fame place, for thee. Then ſaying, with St. Paul, theſe 
« words, To me to live is Chriſt,” he expired, and his ſoul 
4 was carried to heaven. Happy pilgrim, and bleſſed ſoul.! Fed 


Some years 490 al book, intituled, The Hiſtory of "he People 


ef God, was tranſlated into Spaniſh from the French or Italian, 
being; ſomething of the nature of our Hiſtories of the Bible, or 
Joſephus" > 
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1 let them read the following exirath: from the. Devout : 


3 


3 
3 


. = 8 % > * 
e 
HK N 45 

n 
* oe a 


— * r n Gs: 07 MM * b 
6 - — 8 * 5 — in 5 —— 0 - . n - 1 1 FR EX = N 
— an 54> APY | . SO Cos Eee D III ad de ae Fd ä * Y : 3 — v IR) CEE OE SOON | 
, p * e wy * > Y : o 22 + 4 - 7 5 Li Pr, 3, * * A * 4 * 
0 . =” N 8 — . 1 25 p / LL a.” „ ER 9 
: N ; r ] IUũ‚!—ũ . TCL rb 
h by . ; 0 ö — 0 py; ., 8 2 3 * * — N av . * - * * Ry mM 
r - 1 * © *% - * 4.5 - 
. . — 4, - & "54 1 1 * — 8 * 
. a of £1 * - F 4 n , VE — 2 * 
- 16s . 4 4 BE * a” © Fre» 4 1 
3 . 2 of 
8 % . 3 * g 4 , ; 
* . s a a 


| | Joſephus $ Antiquities of the Jews. 'This bock was in amol every: 5 


ſubject of converſation among the clo and laity ; but. it has 
Lately been condemned at Rome, and: ail che * here were ſeized 


| 2 1 HE H 1 8 T1 OA or 


gentleman's s houſe in the Canary Iſlands, and was frequently the 


ſoon after by the . 274 axe 
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Faw profane books are read here, becauſe they cannot be im- 


ported into the iſlands without being firſt examined by the Holy 

' * Office, a court with which no body chooſes to have any tranſ- 

actions; yet here and there one meets with ſome of thoſe excellent 

books which were wrote by authors who flouriſhed in Spain after 
the civil wars in that kingdom ceaſed on the conqueſt of Granada, 
and before the Inquiſition arrived at its higheſt pitch of authority; 
on when that tribunal was firmly eſtabliſhed, learning withdrew 

from Spain and ſettled in other countries: The Hiftory of the | 
Wars in Granada is in every body s hands here, and is read by 
all ranks of people. Plays are not wanting in theſe iſlands, moſt 

of which are very good; for the Spaniards have ſucceeded better 
in dramatic performances than any other Europeans. Among 

many other authors of that kind, theſe are the moſt celebrated, 

= Juan de Matos F ragoſo, Joſeph Canizarez, Auguſtin de Salazar, 

Luis Velez de Guevara, Antonio Solis, Auguſtin Mereto, Pedro 

1 Calderon, and Lopez de Vega Carpio: but of all theſe Don Pedro 

| Calderon is moſt eſteemed by the Spaniards; ; and not without 

| reaſon, for his plays are inferior to none that have yet appeared on 
any ſtage in Europe. Lopez de Vega Carpio has been by many juſtly 


compared to our Shakeſpear: it was from one of his plays, called 


Los Benavides, that the famous Cid of Corneille was planned; 


this will evidently appear when theſe performances are compared 


_ together, and it will be hard to determine which of the two 1s 
the moſt excellent. 
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Lorez DE. Vzca's Fe writings. are en 1 1 


and difficult to be po t vxen i in Spain; ; for this reaſon, and becauſe: — 

if -urioft cited b egg him com- e 

ecimen of his dramatic ö _ 

performances out of « one of chem allet EI hege Dudoſo. Ts _— 
Liſardo, Prince of Scotland, having ſcen a portrait of the Princeſs: BL 


of Dalmatia, detef mines to ſee her; and for that purpoſe travels | 2 
fpuife: he finds means to be employed as a — ol 
r in ide King of Dalmatia 8 garden, where he became inti- 
mate with the Princefs : the refult of this was that ſhe bore a ſon,, 


n 


. e * — — — — . b 


which was committed to the charge of a gentleman n named Albano. „ 
The King hearing 0 * his daughters diſhonour, is 1 greatly enraged, 
confines her in a nunnery, and Liſardo in a priſon, where he i in- 

tends to keep him for Efe; and cau es diligent ſearch to be made + 
after the child, in order to deſtroy it. Albano, in endeavouring: — 

to ſave the child, is taken with it in his arms v7 © parey of - 0 

Moors, who were making a deſcent on the coaſt: they carry Z 81 

captives to Barbary, w where Luzman, the child, i is educated in. * re 

the Mahommedan faith, and becomes a great man in that country. — 
Albano, who continued a ſlave from the day of his captivity, finds — 
means to acquaint Luzman with the circumſtances of his birth, 
and exhorts him to return to Dalmatia, and become a Chriſtian: 
he complies; a and, under pretence of making a deſcent on the coaſt 
of Dalmatia, to diſtreſs the Chriftians,. he and Albano; give the 
Moors the flip, and repair to court; where Luzman, without diſ- 
covering himſelf, procured leave from the King to viſit Liſardo, his 
father, who had been confined twenty years in priſon. It was | a 
neceſſary to relate this much, in order chat the reader. may com- A 
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En com etencia el Tibre, el Ebres, el 
 Vengo en llorar, y ami favor conuengo, _ | 
| Quando a penſar en mi priſion 1 1 
Imitando de Sififo el trabajo. 
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miſmo. infierno imaginando baxo, „F 


„ 
% 


La hiſtoria de que tanto me averguengo, 1 7 755 


Tanto que en llanto a Filomena 8 
WV en ſoledad la tortola ö e „„ 


Veynee vezes el ſol de lirios de oro Tñ, 
Al argentado pez bordo la eſcama „%% ney 


. Deſde que vi del mundo los engaiios. 115 
* otros tantos ha que en priſion loro | 


a vida ques es la puerta de 1a kama, i a Tos ks 


anſado de viuir tan largos afios. - . 


Albino, y Luanan dentro. 
Va han abierto el apoſento. dans Od 
Albano aguardame aqui. _ „ 
Que ruydo es eſte? ay de mi, 

ue ſoſpechas penſamiento? 

Puerta que jamas ſe a brio 
Se abre agora, Dios me valga, 3 
Si es para que el alma falga. | 
Que albricias le dare yo: 

Alegraos canſada vida, r 
Sufrimiento humilde y baxo, _ 
Que ya ſe acaba el trabajo, 
Y os da la muerte acogina. SE 5 
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The ſtreams of E 
j But not my erer. ye 
Not Siſyphus, 925 1 
| Can __ 1 fat | —_ | 4 
| he rueful ek t i foul LY 1 
| In ſuch a gulph « Lap | - — 
The turtle 's ſoli 5 oo 
| '"M mourning s | | | 3 
| ilver ſcales Has crown d. — 
8 | e worl: 29 „ | EE 
ArBAuo. See, now they qpe the door! © — 3 
_—_ ' * Stay! for me here, Albano. Es 
1 As An Do. What noiſe i is t s? ah! what pegs thought im : 2 
: The door that never pen d, gpens n T! VV 
Alſſiſt me; gracious heay'n! - — That op'ning dobr ! © | _ 
| Speaks it tbr approaching egreſs of the foul 4 . = 
Oh what t reward the n ſhall I give? e 
O wearied life, with ſulf ring long abas'c 
That now the toil is ene ed. See! at laſt, 2 3 
They deign to grant th long long wiſh'd-for death. WE 
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V de fu imperio ) do 
Haze tle heredero intenta. e 
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e Albano 28 governador n 045 


1 5 Dei Reyno, aunque el ey no ſabe 
1175 — 7-6-4 
Lis Abo. En Albano cabe BN beers 
Mayor grandeza y e 
Mas di amigo, que el Re ” 
ET Sin ver que ſu N 5 120 755 | 
aer que el Reyno poſſea * 
UZMAN. "7 que haro quando lo kicker? 
15ARDo. Mucho, no ſabiendo el cuento, | 
„„ © que ordena Dios. 
UZMAN. Muy preſto os vereys los dos . 
| Con mucho guſto, y contento. 
. Y porque paſſa la hora, 
Dad licencia, y otro dia 
Tenerla ſefior querria „ 
Para veros como agora. Tus 
+ Que dire a Luzman?; 
| LisARD0: . Amigo, 3 85 
oy Dile que fu padre ſoy. 5 
V eſtas lagrimas te doy 
Que le Neves por teſtigo. 
3 Dile que averle engendrado 8 
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1 At his own table, ö 1 = 
| | * Fe likewiſe of his | OT 
| e ath deſtind him che l RS 

Ithoꝰ the J 
: | | Oer all his kin Do "If 
Albano find 1 — "port, friend, will the King, : 1 
Fe: 9 Luzn and-ſon, grant» . 55 
| . UZ MAN. FF N — 
: CE, hat great ching would ' 1 1 „ 
u Ott 1 end y oboe Oft times, indeed, %%% ;ð;¹⅛: ö 
| . undeſigning, heav'n's defigns fulfil! y i 
UZMAN. Soon ſhall you ſee them both to full content. „„ 4 
5 But now the time is gone - Pray, give me leave--- . 
„ Another day I quickly ſhall pro 5 | | 

. e Another licence to repeat my viſitt⁊æ᷑ʒr⸗z „ 

What ſhall I ſay to Luzman? n: „%% 

Lis abo. PPT 
. J am his father --- and theſe” tears 1 give you -- — 
- — may bear them to him as a token. ---= = 
| Tell him--- to ve been his father, coſt me this diſtreſs! 5 
3 2 1 et a 


—_— 


* 


Luzuan. 


\ 


8 * 


' pep mh , 


Padre mio ya rebiento, | 
| Yrme es poflible? que inten 
Sin que me conozcas ya? 8 
)ame eſſos pics, pues es Ilano 
Padre que mis 
Merezca tu bendicion, 


Pues me engendraſte Chriſtiana, 


Deſſa tu ſangre en gendradas, | 
Un rio pueden formar 


Las que a tus plantas embio, 

V fin duda que ſoy rio 

Que ha nacido, y buelvo al mar. 
e veynte afios has vividwoͤꝰ 
En la priſion que has paſſado | d 
No reſpondes padre amado ? 
No hablas padre querido * 
eee ee en ts 
Que yo en naciendo muriera, - 
Pues ſi mas tiempo viviera 
Mas durara tu prifon? 4 
"Padre no puedes hablar 1 

Sin duda el alma | 

Con la boz, la boz detiene 
Por falir y por entrar. 
Padre que leon ha ſido 
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| . nd now returning to its native ſea. — 
= . | Ah! that ſuch diſmal twenty years you ve ſpent! | 5 e 
„ Father belov'd! reply thou nat.to me? 8989 
| No words at all, dear fire.? Oh had I rather e N — 
e my birth, than you had ſuffer'd thus! on 
. „„ thy voice gone? Doubtleſs the foul B — 
Ihat enters with the voice, arreſts its powr' 5 5 „ 
7 O fire! the noble lion who begat me, — CER „„ 
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Tur trade to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. 
Tux trade which is carried on from one iſland to another. | 
| Axp, laſtly, The fiſhery on the coaſt of Barbary, adjacent to 
[ the iſlands, — 5 5 
| | GoMERA and Hierro are fo. poor that no ſhips go to them from 
a . Europe or America; nor are the inhabitants of theſe two iſlands 
: allowed any ſhare of the Spaniſh Weſt India commerce, becauſe 
bey are not fo entirely under the juriſdiction of the crown of 
=> Spain as Canaria, Tenerife, and Palma, having a lord or pro- 
: DO prietor of their own, viz. the Count of Gomera. But it would 
1 _ well for them if they were entirely ſubject to, and dependent 
| on the crown; for never did the proverb, which ſays, The 
_—_-------- « King's chaff is better than other people's corn,” hold fo true 
Ha. in any caſe as in this. | Yr Be 
5 'TxNER1FE is the center of the trade to Europe and the Britiſh 
= _ Colonies in America; a few ſhips from theſe parts of the world 
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| ho merchants ſettled 1 in enerife, Canaria, and Palma, and the deſ— Ez 

—  cendants of the Ir former! | ſettled there and married 
Spaniſh wives ; but in the laſt age 

a factory of Proteſtant Engliſh merchants who reſided at Tenerife: 

no Proteſtants remain there now, nor in any of the reſt of the 

anary Iſlands, excepting the Engliſh and Dutch Conſuls and two 

' merchants, who all reſide at T TE 


N 


| ; FRO Hamburgh and Holland, of all forts are imported, 
to a very great amount; cordage, gun-powder, and coarſe flax, 


FrRoM Biſcay, a. conſiderable quantity of bar-iron is annually 
imported. 5 1 1 ra 


. 3 Tux N l 
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Tur itnports from Seville} Can ehe ly and Mar 
N ths are chiefly oil; filks, velvets, ſalt, and cordage made of 'baſs 

; . or ſpartum, with intumerable little"articles for the Canaryridland e 

| - conſumption, and for exportation from theſe iflands'toithe'Spaniſh = 

A | Weſt Indies. ' Almoſt the Whole of this trade is carried on in : 

l French and Malteſe tartans. The Malteſe yeſſcls; before they go 

if FT ro to the Canary Iſlands, make the tour of all the European harbours 1 

1 in the Meditefranean ſitüated to the weſtwardd of Malta, trad- 1 

Þ e 1 His from one port to another; and from tlie Mediterr nean 

L§ß§Kͤ„ ... to Cadiz, and from thence to the Canary Iſlands here 

| | beſides the commodities of Spain, France, Italy, &e. the Mal- 

teſe vend the cotton manufactures of their own ifland all 'cot= 

| tons imported into rhe Canary Iſlands, excepting thoſe from Malta, | 

VJ ͤ © RT heavy duty as almoſt amounts to a prohibition: the 

=— Malteſe enjoy this privilege on account of cheir maintaining. Fl 

—_ perpetual war againſt the Turks and Moors: 11177 4 N 
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„„ Tur inhabitants of che Canaries: i import a few linens from 0 
3 = Dritany and Normandy. - ST = DIG e EK DONT 70 Sno... 


FROM the Britiſh: colonies in America they import e deal boards, 

8 7 Pipe-ſtaves, baccallao or dried cod, and beef, pork, hams, bees 

= Wax, rice, &c. and in times of ſcarcity: of corn, when the.crops 
Lo fail in the illands, maize, wheat, and flour. eee eee l 
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* I,ł,x exports from theſe iflands are as follow: ? 
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vl - = Great Britain and Ireland, orchilla-weed, a few wines, ſome ea 
Campeachy logwood, and a conſiderable quantity of Mexican dollars. 
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. FS. Hamburgh and Holland, ditto ; but a greater quantity of 
dollars, and little or no orchilla-weed. : 
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"WM? hides, ere logwood, bene, and fore orchill 
*To the Britiſh coldhics in v America, a great quantity of wines, 
and nothing « VV 
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| AL theſe 63. ere into the Canary Ilaands, or exported | 
5 them, pay a duty of ſeven per cent. on the rated value.” 
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. Tux commerce between the Canary Iſlands and the Spaniſh 
ſettlements in the Weſt Indies is under certain regulations and 
_ reſtrictions.” In the city of St. Chriſtobal de la Laguna, there is 
a Judge, Secretary, and other miniſters, who mapage every thing 
relative to that trade. ee 


0 No ſordighiens are permitted to ſhare i in this commerce, nor are 
any ſhips ſuffered to go to the ports of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies 
g fro 20 of the iſlands except Canaria, Tenerife, and Palma. 


* 


1 Tu Court of Spain has refirited the Canary Iſland Weſt India 
commerce to the ports of Havanna, Campeachy, and La Guaira 


on the coaſt of Caraccas; St. Domingo, Porto Rico, and Mara- 


caiva; the three firſt are called the Greater Ports, and the others 
the Leſſer, becauſe the trade of the Leſſer Ports 1 is Feel in com- 
2 pariſon with that of the Greater,” 


| BeFoRE a ſhip loads for any of theſe ports, ſhe muſt died a 
licence from the Judge of the India trade, which is generally granted 
if it is ber turn, for by the regulations all ſhipping are regiſtered, 
and muſt take their turns; but here, as in many other places, 

| intereſt and money often prevail againſt juſtice. 
e 9225 "Tar 
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THE HISTORY. or 


Tux trade of the Canary Ifdands to the Spaniſh Wen Indies is 
confined to their own produce, viz. wines, brandy, almonds, rai- 
ſins, figs, &c. of which they can ſend annually one thouſand tons; - 
and are only allowed beſides, what they call a General, for each 


ſhip, which conſiſts of every kind of goods which is thought r ne- 


ceſſary for the veſſel, crew, and paſſengerPufe durin g the courſe | 
of the voyage, 'and is more or leſs extenſive in proportion to the 
ſize of the ſhip for which it is granted by the Judge or Superin- 


| tendant of the Weſt India trade. Thus far they are reſtricted 
by the rules; but ways and means are found to extend their trade 


to that quarter of the world far beyond them; for I ſuppoſe they 


export at leaſt two thouſand tons of the produce of the iſlands, 
beſides immenſe quantities « of European commodities, 


Ax rnoven ſome of the r Weſt lade Thips: wa 1 - 


naria and Palma, and proceed from thence to the Weſt Indies, 
pet they are all obliged to finiſh their voyages at Santa Cruz in 
Tenerife (where the officers deputed by the Judge of the Indies 
reſide), and there land their cargoes, which conſiſt of the com- | 
modities of the Weſt India ports from whence they come, being ; 
chiefly cocoa, logwood, hides, ſugar, and Mexican dollars; but 
cochineal and indigo are prohibited from being landed at Tenerife; 
the ſilver they bring is alſo limited to fifty Mexican dollars per f 
ton, according to the regiſtered tonnage; yet I have known ſome 
of theſe ſhips bring home to Tenerife one hundred thouſand 
dollars. Formerly wine, brandy, and fruit only were reckoned 


the produce of theſe iſlands ; but now the manufactures of them | 


£0 to the Spanith Weſt Indies under that denomination. 


Tux exports from the Canaries to theſe countries, with 
the returns, are all rated, and pay certain duties, which the 


4 officers 
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the Indi Houle ty Spain. e e 19 eee 2 40d) 
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Tus e uf Cadiz a are. aN ad of the Gal wet 
India 4rade, and are continually making application to the Court 
of Madrid to abridg&it ; but their attempts have hitherto proved 
abortive; although they have cauſed Interidants to be ſent over to 


Tenerife to inſpect into that commerce, and oblige the iflanders 


to FROGS within the limits * to it by the « court, 


1 "Make 10 FR 


go. over to- the Wat ladies to 


oath their fortunes, the greater part of whom marry and ſettle 
there. The King of Spain encourages this migration, for he 
obliges every ſhip which ſails from theſe iſlands to his American 
dominions, to carry a certain number of poor families, upon their 
demanding a paſſage, for which the Captain is paid ſo much per : 
head by the government. The intention of this encouragement is 
to increaſe the number of Spaniards in the wide and almoſt unin- 


5 habited Pies of the n Weſt Indies. 8 


Indians of * country, th the add race Donne 
| between them and the Spaniards, are never permitted to fill 
any office, civil, military, or eceleſiaftic ; theſe employments are Y 
generally given to people from Spain and the Canary Iſlands. As 
many of them, when they arrive in that plentiful country, are mere 


clowns, and are unaccuſtomed to live in affluence and without 


hard labour, they are ſoon puffed up with their ſudden change of 


fortune, and the great reſpoct * them by the natives. 


—— 


LAM told that ſome waggiſh Indians of ſome repute and con- | 


. ſequence in America, when they ſee theſe aukward clowns 
from the Canaries land in their country, call to them in the 
Uu 2 7 ſame 
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aſtoniſhment of all the inhabitants, 2 5 
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. manner ag they call their fowIs when they are going. to gire 
them a handful of corn, and fay, *© To- day you are on Juan, 


40 ſuch- a- one; but take courage, to-morrow you ſhall be Alcalde, 


« and ſtiled Seignior Don Juan; for the King lives not for us, 


but for you.“ The Indians are ſeldom out in their prophecy, 
for it generally happens accordingly. Many young married men 
g0 to thoſe ports from the iſlands with an intention to get a little : 
money and return to their families; but they ſeldom find the way 
| back again, for after they have contracted acquaintance. with the 
gallant ladies of that country, who ſwim in luxury and pomp, 7 
they are aſhamed to ſend to the Canaries for their home - bred 


ruſtic wives. Some years ago a young lad went from Tenerife to 


the Weſt Indies, in queſt of his father, Who had gone to that 
country to mend his fortune, but had never ſent any word to his 
Wife and family. He found him ſettled at a certain place, in great 8 
affluence, and married to a lady of rank and fortune, - He made 
himſelf known to his father; who, ſeeing, him ſach., a ruſtick, 
. called to remembrance his former low ſituation, which ſo wrought 
on | his mind that he diſowned him, and denied that himſelf had 
ever lived in Tenerife. The young man was ſo ſtruck with this 


unexpected treatment, that he. publi ly challenged him, and 


made known the whole ſtory, to his father's oanfuſßan. and the ; 


N 
a, 4 


Many faldiers are - raiſed i in Fenn Iſlands, to 3 in the 


: garriſons of the Weſt Indies, particularly at the Havanna. The : 


major part of the troops in that place, when taken by the Engliſh, 
conſiſted of the natives of theſe iſlands. 


Tun ſhips employed in the Canaria Spaniſh Weſt India trade 
are commonly about two hundred and fiſty, or three hundred tons 
burthen. Some of them are built in the iſlands, and others at 
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in'this trade, which is the reaſon why freight is o high from the 
Canaries to the Weſt Indies; for the Canary ſhipping are ſo 


clogged with charges, carry ſo many uſeleſs hands, particularly 


chaplains, lie ſo long in tlie road of Santa Cruz waiting their 


turns, at a vaſt expence of anchors and cables, with other tear 
and wear, that the owners of them cannot afford to take leſs freight | 
for a pipe of wine from the Canaries to La Guaira than ten: -pounds 
ſterling ; ; yet the run from Tenerife to that port is before the 
wind all the way, and i is generally performed i in leſs than thirty 7 
days : : were the iſlanders permitted to employ Engliſh ſhipping in 
this trade, they would ſoon find enough of them to carry Weir 
wine at the rate of Op ſhillings Por pipe. | 


Tur Ker Weſt Indiamen commonly careen and repair in 
the ports of the Weſt Indies; but in caſe of ſpringing a leak, or 
ſuch like accident while in the road of Santa Cruz, they go to 
5 Porto de Naos i in Lancerota, and there car een, &. In the ſum- 


mer ſeaſon I have ſeen ſome 8⁰ for n n to the harbour of 
Gomera. | | 


LO third branch of the Canary Iſland trade i is that which | is 


- carried on from one iſland to another, and i is as follows: : 


Canara exports to Tenerife e of all forts, cattle and 


fowls, coarſe woollen blankets, ſome raw and wrought ſilk, 
orchilla-weed, ſquare flags for pavements, filtering ſtone veſſels | 
for purifying water, and ſome ſalt, &c. The returns received 


for theſe commodities are chiefly caſh and other produce of the 
2 Welt Indies, 2 — 


1 exports to Tenerife ſugar, 1 ſyeetmeats, 


boards, pitch, raw filk, and orchilla; and receives in return 
Weſt India and European goods. 


GOMERA 
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|Gomnra exports to Tenerife much raw S and be; | 


brandy, cattle, and orchills-weed , and receives i in rotem Weſt 
| Ladis and European 288 ꝓꝓꝓßꝙC%oe%Ümũ OP SPP” Of IRE 


Hiro kene to Tenerife brandy, ſmall cattle, and orchill 


LancenoTa 42 Fuertwentum export a great quantity of 

corn to Tenerife, orchilla-weed, cattle, and fowls ; the returns 

they receive are generally in European goods and caſh, wit! ſome 

wine. The ſame iſlands ſend corn to Palma, for which they re- 

ceive boards and other timber, ſugar, wine, and caſh. Lancerota 
alſo — to Tenerife and Palma, ſalt and ſome dried fiſh, 


Tun veſſels employed i in x this trade are all built i in che iſlands, : 
4 run from twenty to fifty tons; the whole number of them 1 


gueſs to be about twenty-five, each of which, on an average, is 
g . navigated by ten hands: the reaſon why they carry ſo many, is 
| SP, the great labour that is required in loading and unloading their 
„„ cargoes. 7 
„ CO ALL American and European goods which: are tranſported from 
: iſland to iſland, pay the aforementioned duty of ſeven per cent. if 
| they have been imported into the iſlands above a certain limited i 


time, which, if I am u rightly informed, is two months. 
Taz laſt thing relating to the Canary commerce we have to 
treat of, Is the r on the coaſt of Barbary. 1 


— 


| ** abs of veſlels employed i in this fiſhery amount to about 
b | CIOS” thirty; ; they are from fifteen to fifty tons burthen ; the ſmalleſt 
| 5 carey fifteen men, and the largeſt arty: They are all built i in the 


5 iſlands, 
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the iſland: of Palma, pk to Tenerife, aud che reſt to Canaria, 


Porto de Luz, in that iſland, is 3 * from whence they 


fail for the coaſt. T6 ED 17 


« | - | : . | f * 


Tur hd of fitting or out a bark for the fiſhery is tis: the 


owners, furniſh a veſſel for the voyage, and put on board 


her a quantity of ſalt ſufficient. to cure the fiſh, with bread 
enough to ſerve. the crew the Whole voyage. Each man car- 


ries his own fiſhing-tackle, which conſiſts of a few lines, hooks, 
a little braſs wire, a knife for. cutting open the fiſh, and one 
or two ſtout fiſhing-rods. If any of the crew carry wine, 


| brandy, oil, vinegar, pepper, onions, &c. it muſt be at his own 
expence, for the owners furnid 


the crew according to merit: an able fiſherman has one ſhare; 


a boy, landman, or one not experienced in the fiſhery, half a 
ſhare, or a quarter, according to his abilities. The patron or 
maſter of the bark ſhares equally with the able fiſhermen, and 


the owners allow him alſo one ſhare out of theirs, for his trouble ; 


in taking care of the bark. 


mY * 


Tur place on this < of Barbary where they” go to fi; 
is according to the ſeaſon of the year. This fiſhery is bounded 
on the north by the ſouthern extremity. of Mount Atlas, or 


by the latitude of twenty-nine degrees north; and on the ſouth 
by Cape Blaneo, in the latitude of twenty degrees thirty minutes 
north: the whole length of the ſea-coaſt ſo bounded is about 
fix hundred miles. In all this extenſive tract there is no town, 


5 | village, 


th no proviſion but bread. The 
nett ſum ariſing from the ſale of the fiſh, after deducting the 
expence of the ſalt and bread before - mentioned, is divided into 
ſhares, a certain number of which are allowed to the owners, for 
their expence in fitting out the veſſel; the reſt are divided among 
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Wye. or ſeatled habititio the few / wandering Nrabs wh fre- 
2 quent-this- part-of the. . tines in tents; and — —— 
boats, nor canoes: the King of Mdorocco's cruiſers n 
fo far to the ſouthward; for were they to attempt ſach a thing, it is 
not probable they would be able to find the way back to their 
ovn country, ſo that the Canarians have nothing to fear from that 
quarter. In the ſpring ſeaſon the fiſhermen go on the coaſt to the 
northward, but in the autumn and winter to the ſouthward; be- 
cauſe in the ſpring the fiſh frequent the coaſt to the northward, 


and afterwards 89 | mas y alon "g _ ſhore to the ſouthward. 


HY 15 0 A* on | 


never venture 


fs firſt thing: the Adern ſet about when whe arrive on the. 


J coaſt, is to catch bait; this is done in the ſame manner as we 
do trouts with a fly, only with this difference, that the rod is 
N thrice as thick as ours, and not tapered away ſo ſo much towards 
- the. point. The line is made of ſix ſmall braſs wires, twiſted 
together; ; the hook is about five inches long, and is not 
| bearded; the ſhaft i is leaded ſo as it may lie horizontally on the 
55 ſurface of the water; and the hook is covered with a fiſh's ſkin, 
except from where it bends, to the point; then getting within 
a quarter or half a mile of the ſhore, they carry ſo much fail 
as to cauſe the bark to run at the rate of four miles an hour, when 
two or three men throw their lines over the ſtern and let the hooks 
drag along the ſurface of the water : the fiſh, taking the hooks for 
ſmall fiſh, ſnap | at them, and, when hooked, the fiſhermen' ſwing 
them into the barks with their rods. The Canarians call theſe fiſh 
Taſſarte: they have no ſcales, and are ſhaped like mackarel, but as 
large as ſalmon; they are exceeding voracious, and ſwallow all 
the hook, notwithſtanding its being ſo large; if it was bearded, 
there could be no ſuch thing as extracting it without cutting open 
5 . + td: 1 have ſeen three men in the ſtern of 2 bark catch an 


ee, 
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5:48 e che tafſacte ſor bait. There is 
| 0 little Hrfo-emtekareh | 

which is 1] a mackerel, but ſomething more flat and 

broad; it is - about 4 ſpan long, and is barrage 

| ee line with a 7 fmall * aok, 


re — — — — 


— 5d runs out un a good 
1 ſhe gets into fifteen,” twenty, thirty, forty, or 
| —_ fifty or ſix wot wares: where the anchors, 
and alt the erte, Lan their l d baited 
with taſſarte, anhoua, &c. and eln foe 4: "3-6 or bican as we 
call them, and for Cberney, or cod. The lines are all leaded, 
in order to cauſe the bot 68 fink near to the bottom of the 
ſea, where theſe fiſh When a bark is ſo fortunate as 
to meet with fine ente and is 10 provided with bait, - 
the with: be able to to complete her cargo in four days. This I 
have often had opportunity to obſerve. But as the trade or 
| north-eaſt wind commonly blows freſh on that coaſt, the barks 
only anchor in the offing about mid-day, when there i is a lull be- 
tween the land and ſea-breeze; and when this laſt-mentioned | 
wind begins to blow freſh, they weigh their anchors, ſtand in to 
thore; and come to an anchor in ſome bay, or under a head-land}; 
and then the crew fall to work, clean and falt the 6 which they 


catched that day : by. the time this is done it is about five or 


fix o clock in the evening, when they go to dinner or ſupper, for 
they make but one meal the whole day, which they cook in the 
following manner : in every bark the crew has a lon g flat-ſtone for a 


X x hearth, 


Mt LY 


1 


* * 


dearth, upon which” they kindle! — ** 
over it, in which they boil ſonie fh; they then take a Platter, 


this repaſt, every man looks about for the moſt commodious place 
here to falb aſleep, for no bedding are made uſe of in theſe 


* 7 HE 
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and put ſome broken biſcuit- in it, with onions. ſlired ſmall, to 


this they add ſome pepper and vinegar, and then pour in the 
broth of the-fiſh : no ſort of ſoup or broth is more delicious 


than this. After having eaten of this excellent W they 
finiſh their meal with roaſted fiſh, for they hrox 


brow the boiled 
fich, of which the ſoup was made, into the ſea. Soon after 


veſſels. About five or fix in the: morning they get up, leave the 


boat near the ſ ſhore;. weigh anchor arid: Rand out to:ſca as before, 


and never taſte victuals before the ſame time next evening. No 


man who knows the:toil, fatigue, cold, and heat which theſe 
Khermen. ung will ever . the WR with lazineſs... 


Tur e of curing Me ach is "this 3 ier eut em 
open, clean and waſh them thoroughly, chop off their heads and 


fins, and pile them up to drain off the water; after which they are 
falted, and ſtowed in bulk in the hold: But hecauſe they do not, 


like the French who fiſh on the banks of Newfoundland, waſh 


their fiſh a ſecand time and re-ſalt ther, they will not n above 


ſix weeks or two months. 


—_ 


It is range + to- think that the Spaniards ſhould want to ſhare 
the Newfoundland fiſhery with the Engliſh, when they have one 


much better at their own doors; I ſay better, for the weather here, 


and every thing elſe, concurs to make it the beſt fiſhery in the uni- 


verſe. What can be a ſtronger proof of this than the Moors on 


the continent drying and curing all their fiſh without ſalt or by any 
other proceſs than expoſing them to the ſun- beams? for the pure 


_ wholeſome, air. of that climate, and the ſtrong northerly wind 
. | which 


8 


As theſe veſſels ſeldotn f go to > fiſh e 60 any apes of ihe coaſt of Bar 
bak tothe windwardof the iſlands, and are obliged! to ply | the 
freſh northerly winds which almoſt continually prevail there, they 
onſtructed in ſuch a manner that they held a good wind, as it 
is ter wel in the ſea- language, being very ſharp fore and aft, and 8 
full and flat in the middle. They are rigged brigantines, and ca 
a large flying fore-top-Gail, but in general no main-top-ſail, : nor 3 
ſtay- ſails; they all carry large ſprit-ſails, but no jibbs. I have 
known theſe barks to beat to windward from Cape Blanco to Gran 
: Canaria in twelve days, though the diſtance is above four hundred 

miles. Their method of plying to windward i is this : they wei igh 
"bis ſix or ſeven o'clock in the morning, and ſtand off to ſea, with 
the land-wind, until noon, when they put about, and ſtand i in 

| ſhore, with the ſea-breeze; when they come cloſe in with it, 
they either anchor for the ni ight, or make ſhort tacks until day 
Loh. when they ſand out to ſea till noon, as before. The dif- "> 
ference: between the land and ſea-breezes on this coaſt. is gene- 
rally four points, and they both blow a freſh top-ſail-gale. When 
- they get ten or fifteen leagues to the windward of Cape Baza- 
dor, they ſtand over for the iſland of Gran Canaria: if the wind 
happens then to be at north-eaſt, they fetch the port of Gando, 
on the ſouth-eaſt part of that iſland ; but if the wind is at north- 
north-eaſt, they only fetch the calms, into which they puſh, and 
there ſoon find a ſouth-weſt wind to carry them cloſe to Canaria, 
from whence the greater part of them go to Santa Cruz and Port 
Orotava, to diſcharge their cargoes ;_ the reſt go to Palmas, in 
Canaria, and to Santa Cruz, in the iſland of Palma. They do 
not ſtop at theſe places to ſell the fiſh, but leave them with 
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two ounces, which 8 the weight 
ſometimes they a arc ſold for a penny, and never hi gher than two 
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eee method to burt is fer 
y fix a price on the thih, and log the trade 


fihertaen- to bare yy dealings or -iatercourſe with the 
go to fiſh ; moment eat hard- 
ſhip on 3 as : they are often obliged, when _ meet with 
bad weather, to go aſhore there for fuel muy water. However, 
they privately correſpond with them, to their mul advantage; 
for the Canarians give to the inhabitants of the Deſert old ropes, 
which the latter untwiſt and ſpin into yarn or twine, for making 
fiſhing-nets; they alſo give them bread, onions, potatoes, and 
fruits of many kinds : in return for which the Moors allow chem 
to take wood and water on their ooaſt, whenever they are in 
want of theſe moſt neceſſary articles, and make them preſents of 
oſtrich- eggs and feathers. The inland Moors would puniſh their 
poor countrymen, who live on fiſh by the ſea-coaſt, if they knew 
of their correſpondence with 'the Canarian fiſhermen : but 'this 
does not prevent that intercourſe, as neceſſity obliges theſe people, 
fo different from one another, to conform to the laws of nature, 
however contrary to- the precepts of both their religions. But 
this profitable communication has lately been interrupted, as Iſhall 


have occaſion to obſerve in the deſcription of that part of 
Aﬀica, . „ 8 
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nn MI FEES of the Mads, yet t 1 2 * entirely igno- 
rant of che inland Country, and of- the people'who dwel there. | 2 
_ When I firſt went on that coaſt, Texamined the moſt experienced: „„ 
_ of them concerning an inlet or gulph, named in our maps, and 77 
- called by the Canary men, Rio del Oro; but could get no ſatis-— 

factory inſormation: ſome told me it ran ſeventy or eighty 

_ teagues inland: Being furprized that no traveller had given any 

account of ſuch a noble channel, and i imagining that if it was ſo 
8 they affirmed, ſome trade might be opened i in that un- 
- +... —_—_ region, 1 failed, though v with difficulty among the ſands 
which abound in that gulph, until we got to the further end of the 
bay, which i is no more than ten leagues diſtant from its mouth: 5 
we found it to run parallel with the ſea · eoaſt, and at no greater 
diſtance from it than one league: the end of this inlet is within 
Half a mile of the ocean,. being: parted from it only by a narrow 
neck of land. M mention this as. an i | 1 gnorance 


JJ. ou 


" 1 generally, 8 eight: or nine voyages: in 1 RCs ron 

fs of a year. From the middle of F ebruary to the middle. 7 

- of April. they remain. at Canary, to careen, repair, &c.. becauſe. 

at that ſeaſon of the year the fiſh are found only to the north- - 

ward, where the ſhore. lies almoſt ſouth-weſt-by-weſt, or weſt-- 

| fouth-weſt,.. conſequently open and expoſed to the north-weſt.. 

| winds, which ſometimes blow there in F ebruary, March, and 

April, and make. that part of the coaſt to-be what, we call a lee-- 


ſhore. EO 5 1 


WIEN 1 firſt 8 the coaſt of the Deſert, the Canary 
men went no farther to the ſouthward than Cape Bar bas, in lati- 


tude twenty-two degrees north; but now they 80 to Cape Blanco, . 
EEE which.: 


4 
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4 which es dans thirty leagues beyand it. Although. the bulk of „ 

4 _their cargoes: conſiſts of large bteam, yet they catch many other 

. e ſorts, viz. taſſarte before-mentjoned, a delicious fiſh which. taſtes 

=_ Jike a very large and fat mackerel, but when dried cannot be dif- h 

| N tin guiſhed from dried ſalmon. The cod caught here is better 

than thoſe of Newfoundland: the anhoua is exceeding good: 

the corbino is a, large fiſh, weighing abont thirty pounds. There 

| are beſides theſe a number of flat 9 08 AO; other n 

ö which I cannot. deſcribe. | 0 

| Y Ai this fiſhery 3 is capdble of the stell! improvement. 

5 yet the Engliſh have no reaſon to be apprehenſive of the Spaniards 

. ever being able to bring it to any degree of perfection, ſo as to „5 

rival them in the Spaniſh and Italian markets: the power of the 5 

| | clergy in Spain is a better ſecurity to the Engliſh againſt ſuch an 

| p event, than if a fleet of one hundred ſail of the line were tioned 

| on the vue of Barbary, to obſtruct the Spaniſh fiſhery. 

Tux n of theſe iſlands are e taffeties, knit filk hoſe, : 

lk garters, quilts, and bed-covers. In Canaria and Tenerife, 
coarſelinens and gauſe are made of the flax imported from Holland. 
White blankets and coarſe cloths are made i in Canaria, from the . 
wool of their own ſheep. A very coarſe kind of cloth, which is 


worn by the peaſants, is alſo made in the reſt of the iſlands; but 
on feſtivals, weddings, &c. the labouring people generally wear 
Engliſh coarſe cloth. The exportation of raw filk is now prohi- 
bited, in order to encourage their filk manufacture. In the large 
towns men are employed in weaving and as taylors; but i in the 
villages the women only. exerciſe thoſe trades. | 


5 To give FOR: idea of the fertility and produce of Tenerife, 
they annually export no leſs than fifteen thouſand pipes of wine 
And brandy, and a great quantity is conſumed in the iſland. _ 

ee ee 1600 — 
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Tar current ll in 155 Canaries. i is the Mexican dollar, 
at the half, quarter, eighth, and Lixteenth | parts of it. Beſides 
theſe there is. the provincial real of plate, which is a fmalll filver 
Piece, of the value of five pence ſterling ; and the quart; a copper 
coin, equal i in value to our half-penny, for ten of them make a 
real of plate. The provincial ſilver coin is not current in Lance- 
rota and Fuertaventura: and is never exported, becauſe it paſſes | 


in the iſlands for more than its intrinſic value. But accounts are 


kept here in imaginary money, viz. in current dollars of ten reals 
of vellon each. The real of vellon is equal i in value to eight of the 
above-mentioned quarts, ſo that the current dollar is exactly three 
ſhillings and fourpence, and fix of them make juſt one pound- 


ſterling. Three ſixteenths of the Mexican dollar. paſs for two 


rials of plate. Little or no gold c: coin is to be found i in thoſe ſands. 


Tux pound and ſmaller * Kere a are much the. fame with 
| ours. The quintal, which is the iſland hundred weight, does not, 
Uke ours, weigh one hundred and twelve pounds, but only one 
hundred and four. The arroba i is twenty-five W 


Taz meaſures are the fanega or: hanega, the dmud, the liquid. 
arroba, and the var. 


Tux firſt of theſe i is ; the meaſure uſed for corn, cocoa, falt, . 
and almoſt contains the quantity of two Engliſh buſhels. Twelve. 


almuds make a fanega. The liquid arroba contains ſomething ? 
= more than three gallons and the quartillo is nearly equal to our 


quart. The var is a meaſure. for cloth, &c. and i is about -35 > leſs. 
than the Engliſh . an 
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"0s . Of the Gevernment and Þ Revenues wy the Camry Wands. 


- 


AVING already, civen ſome account of the govertiment c of : 

11 Lancerota and Fuertaventura, 1 need not ſay any thing of 
that of Gomera and Hierro, becauſe they are governed much in 
the ſamo manner as the above-mentioned iſlands. I ſhall now 

; proceed to thoſe called the Kin 8 8 Iſlands, VIZ. Canaria, Tenerife, 
.and Palma. | 


' 85 = 


Xx Warn, the natives were reduced to the belies of the 
FFF crown of Spain, they were not deprived of their liberty, but 
= put on an equality with their conquerors : an example of policy 
worthy of imitation. How the Spaniards came, ſoon after, in 

a America, to act in a quite contrary manner, is hard to conceiye; 
5 vet the Dutch, French, and Engliſh, far from following the 
„„ good example given by the Spaniards i in the Canary Iſlands, have 
erected, in the ſugar-iſlands i in the Weſt Indies, the moſt abſurd 
.and barbarous governments that ever exiſted in any part of the 

globe, and which are by many degrees worſe than the Spaniſh 

governments in America. | 


— 
* 


— 


Wuar improvement or obedience can be expected in a country 
1 where all the labouring people are ſlaves, and have no ather prin- | 
fits . .ciple. to excite. them to obedience and induſtry, but the fear of 
puniſhment? which, after all, has never yet brought their labour 


* . to any degree of equality with that of indigent free people, who 
FF have the ſole diſpoſal of the fruits of their labour. 


Rl 


1 
N 


* 


Is is not amazing to conſider how the Engliſh, nick the moſt 
. Conſummate inſolence, rail againſt their Princes and Miniſters of 
State, 
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themſelves are tyrangizing over their follow-cteatutes in the 
. moſt cruel and arbitrary manner. What idea muſt ſoher think⸗ 
ing people. have of the Engliſh notions. of liberty? Can they 
imagine this liberty any thing more than a power to be inſolent 


to their ſuperiors with impunity, and to oppreſs the poor with. 
extreme rigour? Their oppreſſion of the poor may be obſerved 
in other inſtances than in the treatment of theit flaves in the Weſt 
Indies, viz: their laws againſt vagabonds, i. e. poor ftratigers who 
| have no ſettled habitation, and ſtrolling players. Donot theſe very 


F deptive beggars c of 


people, who make ſuch a noiſe about Hbert 
their natural freedom, by confining them in work-houſes, contrary 


to their inclinations? yet theſe beggars compel nobody to give 
them a farthing; and if they uſe violence or fraud to ſupport 
themſelves, the law has provided puniſhments. proportioned _ 
the heinouſneſs of their crimes. Why then cannot they, i in a free 
country, have the liberty to expire in the u, e, e for 


want, if wy ſhould chooſe to do ſo rather than work? 


Bur to return Fa this digreſſion, which i is not n fo- : 
reign to my ſubject. The Spaniards, after the conqueſt of the 
Canary Illands, incorporated with the natives in ſuch a manner as 
to become one people: the conſequence of this political union is, 
that the King of Spain can raiſe in theſe jiſlands more foldiers and 
ſea-men, who may be depended on, than in any other part of his 
dominions three times the extent of the Canary Iſlands. To this 


advantage another may be. added, the great number of people 


that annually go from hence to ſettle: 1 in Sores wide and uninhabited : 


dominions i in America. 5 ; I} 


a 


Tur loweſt 1 of . in theſe illands, except the Al- 
guazils, is the Alcalde ; ; whoſe office i 1s ſomething like that of a 
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bas, of Pecs in England: in ey 


| ha. city of Palmas in Canaria; they hold not their, places for life, 
but only for a certain time: in matters of property they cannot 
take cognizance of any diſpute where the value of the thing con- 

teſted amounts to above ſeventeen rials, or ſeven ſhillings ſterling. 
Over theſe magiſtrates is another, called the Alcalde Major, 


in Tenerife. 


% | THE HISTORY Of 


ry town cvrillegriafabtatharet is 
Theſe magiſtrates are appointed by the Royal Audience of 


who is appointed in the ſame manner as the officers before-men- 


tioned ; he cannot decide a matter of property when the value 


conteſted. exceeds the ſum of two hundred dollars : from the 


| deciſions of all theſe magiſtrates appeals lie. to. the Tiniente and 

Corregidor. The firſt of theſe magiſtrates is a lawyer, and no- 
minated by the Royal Audience; and the King appoints the latter, 
ho is not obliged to be a lawyer, but muſt have a Clerk, Secre- 
tary, or Aſſiſtant bred to the law., who is called his Aſſeſſor. 
The Corregidor generally holds his place for five years, but ſome- 5 
times longer. Few of the natives of the iſlands are placed in 
this honourable office, for thoſe that fill it are commonly 

gt natives of Spain. The proceedings in the Corregidor court 
and in that of the Tiniente are the ſame; and it would ſeem 


that theſe courts were originally intended as a check upon one 
abother. 5 


From the Corregidor nod Tiniente appeals a are made to the 


Royal Audience of Gran Canaria. This tribunal is compoſed of 
three Oidores or Judges, a Regent and Fiſcal, who are generally 


natives of Spain, and always appointed by the King; . 
court the Governor-general i is always Preſident, though he reſides : 
From their determination, in criminal caſes, there 


is no appeal; but in matters of property appeals: are carried to 
the Council or Audience of Seville 3 in Spain, 


Tr 


- portunity « 7 of my from the lands. | | 


"IN 0 | * . 
ling foro. $ in ü he en INands 1 401 not e to 
umount to above one hundred and fifty men; but there is a mi- 


litia properly regulated and embodied, of which the Governor- 
general of tlie iſlands is always commander in chief; the officers, 


'viz. Colonels, Captains, and ſubalterns, are all appointed: by the 


King; and in caſe any of them die, the vacancy ought to be filled 


by ſeniority, but intereſt ſometimes prevails againſt this regulation. Z 
The military officers, if thiey have a diſpute with any other perſon, 
may cite him before a civil magiſtrate; but this laſt has no 


power to compel a military officer to W tw before his tribunal: 
but if a man ſhould be any way injure in officer of the militia, 


"a 


he may complain to his ſuperior officer ; and if he does not think 
he has got redreſs, he may complain to the Governor- general of 
the iflands: from his ſentence he may appeal to the Council of - 

War in Spein, which, although it is ſo named, is in "IE a 
civil court. | | | 


— 


— — — 


Tur reader may perceive | how ey it it isfor theſe military en 


to oppreſs the inhabitants; yet when he conſiders that they have 
ſettled habitations, and do not move from place to place like the 
officers of ſtanding forces, and are married and connected with the 
inhabitants of the towns where they reſide, and where it is their in- 
tereſt to preſerve their reputation, he will not wonder there is ſo. 


little oppreſſion in theſe iſlands : yet one muſt not expect to find 


ſuch juſtice in matters of property here as in England; I fay, of 
property, for no man in this country dares to commit the greater 
acts of oppreſſion or violence, becauſe the injured party would ſtab 
the aggreſſor, let his rank be ever ſo great, and fly for refuge to 


the next church or convent, from whence no power could force 
him; there he might remain in ſafety until he could find an op- 


FEE. 5 Ty2 _ BxsIDes 


THE. HISTORY: o 


Raetpst the above - mentioi ed military officers, there are Caſ- 
7 tllanos, i. e. Governors or Captains of forts and caſtles, ſome of 

whom are appointed by the King, and others by the twelve Re- 
gidors of the iſlands, called the Cavildo ; for ſome of the iſland 
forts belong to the King, the reſt are under the direction of the 
Regidores. The King's forts are garriſoned by the hundred and 
fifty ſtanding forces; and as there are many of theſe forts, the 1 
5 reader may judge what number of men "Rey be in n each. ; 


Tur N des. as I have obſerved . in the Hiſtory of 
the Diſcovery and Conqueſt, are hereditary officers, who hold a 
court to regulate the price of proviſions, to take care that the 
| highways are kept in repair, to prevent public nuiſances, and 
the plague from being brought into the iſland by ſhipping, &c. 
I 0 defray the charge of repairing the roads, and other neceſſary 
works, the Regidores have power to lay a tax on the inhabitants: 
they have impoſed a fort of exciſe on ſoap, which, I believe, 
N produces a ſum ſufficient to defray theſe expences. | 


No o man is + allo to Jond in \ theſe iſlands from on board any : 
ſhip until the maſter of her produces a bill of health from the port . 
he was laſt in, or until the crew have been properly examined 
whether or not they are free from the plague, or any other infec- 


_ tious diſtemper : before this is done, no boat except the Ppraugue | 
or healtb-boat, dares to come near her. 


2 


wenn I wanted to go to. Tenerife from the cork of Africa, 
where a certificate of health cannot be had, I uſed to touch at Lan- 
cerota or Fuertaventura, where I always got a bill of health 
without the leaſt difficulty, which procured. me admittance at Te- 


| nerife, Canaria, or Palma. 


TI 
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III. Tur acknowlegement annually paid by the nobili 
King for their titles. | 8 
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IV. Tux duty of ſeven per cent. on imports and e 


— 


„ 
* — 


* 


Tun firſt of theſe taxes is improperly named the third of the 
Uthes, for it ſcarcely amounts to the tenth part of them: the 
Eing finds in this, to his coſt, what it is to be in partnerſhip with 
the clergy. The tercias reales are a gift. made by the Pope to. the 
- King of Spain, in conſideration of that Prince's maintaining a per- 
petual war againſt CCT 


* 


Tur ſecond branch of the revenue conſiſts in ſnuff and tobacco, 
which the Stankeros, or King's officers for that purpoſe, ſell for 
the King” 8 account; no other perſons being allowed to deal in 


theſe —_— e 
Tur third branch of the revenue is hard] 7 wort mentioning, 
as it amounts to a mere trifle. VVV 


ALL theſe branches together, the fifth excepted, I am informed 


do not bring into the King's treaſury above fifty thouſand pounds 
per annum, nett money, clear of all charges, ſuch as the officers 


falaries, the expences of government, Kc. 8 
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ſelves to pay mn 1 thouſand 1 i nett money annuall | 
into the King's treaſury, on condition that he would aboliſh all 


duties and cuſtoms in the iſlands, and ſuffer a free import and ex- 
port of merchandize to and from all parts of the world, I am per- 


ſuaded it would be of great advantage to them, by the increaſe of 


trade, ſhipping, ſeamen, and wealth, . would-1 in a Wort i 
time be furptiaingly great. n 2015s 


0 the 21ſt of July, 15 53. the French made a deſcent « on whe 


iſland of Palma with ſeven hundred men; but the natives repulſed 
and obliged them to reimbark with loſs, although the iſlanders 
ha 4 ſearcely a any other — than ſticks and ſtones. 5 


Siwer the conqueſt i the Canary tabs 6 no o foreign power has : 


fitted out a fleet with. deſign to ſubdue them, excepting one, 


which Sir William Monſon ſays the Dutch ſent againſt the Iſland : 


ol Gran Canaria in the year 1599. It conſiſted of ſeyenty-three - 
ſhips, commanded by Peter Van Doiſt: at their return to Hol- 
: land, a book was publiſhed, intituled, % The Conqueſt of the 
0 Grand Canaries, made that ſummer, by ſeventy- three ſail of 
4. ſhips, ſent out by the command and direction of the States 


40 General, &c. with the taking of a town in the iſland of Go- 


* mera. By which title, Sir William Monſon obſerves, they 
endeavoured to make the world believe that they had conquered 
all the Canary Iſlands; whereas they only ſurprized and took the 
city of Palmas, in the iſland of Gran Canaria; where they made 
no priſoners or booty, the inhabitants having retired, with all their 
effects, to the mountains, ſo that they only recovered thirty- ſix pri- 
ſoners. But after they had taken the town, ſome of the ſoldiers, 


without their officers leave, penetrated into the country in ſearch 


of plunder, but not being acquainted with the proper paſſes, 


the Spaniards killed a great number, and obliged the reſt to 
retire. 
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he hey 8 rifled the N 6 monaſteries, and. 


A _ 


| liam Monſon reflect KEN Fn Hy e : 6 
General took Gomera without oppoſition, for the inhabitants fled 
to the mountains, where they killed _ of the Dutch ftragglers. 
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In 16 57. a fleet of Englith men n of » war, ' comingnded by Ad- | 
. 1 Blake, came into the road of Santa Cruz, and deſtroyed 
the Spaniſh plate- fleet, which had put in there. The inhabitants 


of Tenerife ſay, that the bay was Win in a defenceleſs ſtate, com- 
n to what it is at preſent. e 
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Is the war between Spain and England, which commenced i in 
1739. two Engliſh ſhips, one of them a man of war of ſixty 
Zuns, attacked the port and village of Gomera. When they be- 
San! to fire, the inhabitants were extremely frightened; but find- 
ing the cannonading to continue long and do no damage, they took 
courage to ſuch a degree, that the young people ran to and fro in 
ſearch of, and gatherin g the cannon-balls. The Engliſh pereciv- : 
ing they were firing to no purpoſe, manned all their boats, in 
order to land, but by that time the iſland was alarmed, and the 
' militia had reached the port, and were formed i in a hollow behind 
the beach, to receive the enemy: when the Engliſh perceiving 
| their numbers and reſolution, they thought proper to retire. 


- 


% 


In the courſe of the fame war r ſome Engliſh privateers landed: a 
_ conſiderable number of men on the iſland of Palma, who were 
quickly attacked and routed by the inhabitants, who gave them 
no quarter; among them were ſome Iriſh. Catholics, who, 
when they ſaw their danger, opened their boſoms, ſhewed their 
croſſes, and begged for quarter, but in vain, for the incenſed Pal- 
mans killed them all, except one man, who was wounded and lay 
_ tome time among the ain, the natives ſuppoſing he was dead; 


— 


s 


CIR 8 afterwards 
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YN 6 afterwards finding him alive, bey brought him to the town of 
= a | Santa Cruz in Palma, where he was cured of: bis Wee and - 
| —_ 2 treated as a priſoner of war, till he v was xn: | 


8 Tur Ababinabts of the diy Iflands are py: ert to 
1 8 War, becauſe it ruins their trade and interrupts the intercourſe ſub- 
fiſting among thera. In the courſe of the laſt war with England, 
- they endeavoured to procure A n for their iſtands. 


1 : ; 5 4 FR Englich privateers tht as em to druide among 
=_ | theſe iſlands, w were diſappointed ; for they could take nothing 
* except a few barks loaded with corn, dr falt-fiſh from the coaſt 
| of Barbary. Thoſe who lay in wait for the return of the Canary 


ö „ Weſt Indiamen to Santa Cruz, had as little ſucceſs : indeed, 
unleſs a cruiſer has fomebody on board who is intimately ac 
quainted with cheſe iſlands, and the weather that 3 there, | 
the crew will find their hopes of on: fruſtrated. * 

£ A MASTER of: a * of: any nation which may iba to be at 
way with Spain, may, if he manages prudently, trade at Porto 
Orotava without the leaſt danger of the natives being able to ſeize : 
his veſſel; but ſhe muſt have ſome * and be well manned. 
| In each of the ilands a watch is poſted on ſome eminence, to 
give notice to the inhabitants of the approach of ſhipping; when 
| an uncommon number appears, a ſignal is made to alarm the 
i cee ä 3 
| : enn cs bell 1 evening prayer tolls, no boats are allowed to 
N 5 land, or to go from the ſhore; nor are boats permitted at any 
| time to depart from a port without a licence from the Governor or 
| Captain, even though it is * to 80 . or to a ſhip in the 
| road, 5 ä 4 
þ 
i 
| | | 
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8 ſeveral gentlemen, in Tenerife have a few; but they 


inland, chan the blacks i in London do to the reſt of its inhabitants. 
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Tur natives have this see law in favour of their Negroes, 
that, if a maſter treats his ſlave with injuſtice or cruelty, he the 
latter may -oblige him to ſell him immediately. The fame law, 


if I am not miſtaken, takes place i in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. 


What a ſhame is it, that theſe advocates for liberty, the Engliſh | 
e aki ing, the only people 


and Dutch, ſhould be, comparatively ſp 
who oppreſs the poor, to whom they are ſolely indebted for 
their being able to live i in ſplendor, idleneſs, and luxury. 


„ NIX. 


Ld . 


to 4 Prince. 
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THE Provincials, or Superiors, of the different orders of F riars 
and Nuns live in the city of St. Chriſtobal de la Laguna. They 


are not accountable to any but the Generals of their reſpective 
orders at Rome. . F 3 . 


Ix = of the iſlands there is a 12 belonging to the Holy 
Office, or Inquiſition, with its proper officers, whoſe duty it is to 
prevent all ner of er or diſreſpect to the clergy. They 
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8 HE Biſhop of the Canary Iflands i isa ſuffragan 1 to ts Arch- : 
L biſhop'of Seville, in Spain, and has a revenue of fix thouſand 
pounds ſterling per annum. He reſides in the city of Palmas, in 
Canaria, where he is treated with all the ee and Dam due : 
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fave power to o apprehend and cine e n withou 
giving any reaſon to the civil map trate for ſo doing: after ex- 
amining them ſufficiently, they are either diſcharged, or ſent by 


the firſt veſſel to the Supreme Tribunal of the ed Office at Ca- | 
naria. „ 4 I” 7 


o 
* -_ 


Wurm a foreign ſhip! arrives at the iſlands, and the maſter i is 

; permitted to come aſhore, he is conducted to an officer of the In- 
quiſition, who examines him, to know if he has in his ſhip any 
books or pictures againſt the doctrine or ceremonies of the church 

of Rome; and obliges him to ſign a paper, by which he engages, 

if he has any, not to land or expoſe them to view; and alſo that 


he ſhall not, while he remains in the country, ſpeak againſt the. 
Romiſh * or mock its rites and ceremonies. e 


| Very lately the officers of the Inquiſition inſpected all the . a 
ries in the iſlands, and either put a mark on thoſe books which. 
they judged 1 improper | to be read, or carried them away. 


As all the natives of theſe Wen are zealous members of the 
Romiſh church, the Tribunal of the Holy Office ſeldom has an op- 
OY portunity to exerciſe 1 its extenſive authority. There is no credit to 
dhe een to the many ſlanderous and falſe accounts we hear in 
proteſtant countries of the procedure of the inquiſition; ſuch . — © 
TT its officers carrying away virgins into their priſons to gratify "Fg * 
3 luſt, and falſely accuſing rich men of hereſy in order to ſtrip 
them of their wealth, &c. I think I may venture to aſſert, that 
no man or woman, in the Canary Iſlands, has been ſo dealt wit? 
ſeome, indeed, have been impriſoned and puniſhed for thoſe offences 
_ which properly come under the cognizance of the inquifition. As 
the reader may be curious to know ſome of theſe caſes, I ſhall relate 
a few which we Lamb before my time, and ſome while I fre- 
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An the iſlands. Many 
Laguna fell ; in love with. a N un, whom he prevailed on to elcthe 
from the convent, and embark with him in a Dutch ſhip at Santa 
Cruz; which was ready to fail for Holland. Immediately after 
they; went on board, the veſſel failed away; but, meeting with ſome 
: diſaſter at ſea, was obliged to put back to the bay of Santa Cruz, 
where, by order of the Inquiſition, ſhe was ſtrictly ſearched, until 
the unfortunate lovers were diſcovered, who were brought aſhore 
and clapped i into priſon, where they remained fore a ſhort time, and 
then were publicly beheaded on a ſcaffold at the city of Laguna. 
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The ſhame and infamy of their puniſhment were more bitter to 


them than death itſelf. No one can have an idea of this, but thoſe 


who have lived i in countries where the Inquiſition 8 


> 


* 


A Mari of. a French ſhip F in the road of Orotava 


Was ſtanding near the port, converſing with ſome merchants, : 


when the Hoſt paſſed cloſe by them; all the merchants, on per- 


ceiving it, kneeled down in token of reſpect and reverence, as is 


cuſtomary in that part of the world; but the Frenchman, being . 


Huguenot, ſtood upright with his head covered, notwithſtanding i 


all the endeavours of the merchants to make hita kneel and take 


off his hat. Next day, the merchants. to whom the Captain was 
conſigned, were ſent for by the officers of the Inquiſition, and ex- 
amined concerning the affair, They cleared themſelves, but 
could not diſſuade them from arreſting the Captain, although his» 


ſhip was almoſt ready to fail: luckily for the Frenchman, the 
merchants in a body, with ſome diſcreet clergymen, went to the 


Inquiſition, and made its officers. ſenſible that the taking any 


notice of what had happened, would anſwer no purpoſe but that 
of frightening the Dutch, Engliſh, and Hamburghers from 
coming to the iſland, which would totally deſtroy their commerce. 
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Ax Engiic' "ER Se Maſter of tip w was taken by the 
Spende in the war of 1739; and carried into Tenerife, where he 
remained. ſome time a priſoner at large. He happened to be with 
fomie company at a friend's houfe, when the officers of the Inquiſi- 
tion, with ſome afliſtants, ſurrounded the houſe, and hurried him 
away to their prifon: he was ſoon after ſent to the priſon of the 
Inquiſition at Gran Canaria, where he was confined above two 
years. During alt that war the Engliſh Conful remained in Te- 
nerife, and hearing what had happened, ſent an account of the 
affair to a perſon of influence in England, intreating him at the 
| fame time to uſe his intereſt in favour of the Captain, thus unjuſtly. 
tained in the prifon of the Inquiſition at Canaria. The Conſul's 
letter had the deſired effect; for an Engliſh man of war, ſome time 
after, came into the road of Palmas, i in Canaria, having many pri- 
ſoners on board: his orders were, not to exchange any until he 
ſhould obtain the enlargement of this unfortunate Engliſnman. | He 7 
informed the Canarians of his orders, who, having many of their 


friends priſoners on board the man of war, ſolicited the Holy Office, 


and procured his liberty; 3 I ſay ſolicited, for the civiF power there 


cannot oblige the inquiſitors to do wy thing contrary to their i in- 
elination. „ 


„ ER. 


. a * 


Tur account: the Captain gives of this affair (for he now lives: | 
* in London)! is, that he was proceeded againſt after the ſame manner 
as. the Holy Office of Malaga, i in Spain, did againſt one Martin, who. 
afterwards publiſhed an aceount of his confinement and ſufferings. 
Some time after they had exhorted him, in vain, to accuſe himſelf | 
and confeſs, they told him plainly that he was accuſed of being a, 
Free Maſon. As the Captain. did not then underſtand* Spaniſh 
enough to comprehend their meaning, the Inquiſitors employed on 
this occaſion for an interpreter, an old man, a native of Scotland, 
who, by ſome accident, came to.that iſland when a youth, and em-- 


braced; 


aith, bi of — lot his h6ther- 
 this'nterpre er informed him, that the Holy Office ac- 
nd A ef being a Franc Maſon (for ſo he termed a Free 
Maſon); the Captain ſtill not underſtanding him, aſſerted his in- 
nocence, although they pu 


put him to the torture to make him con- 
feſs. At laſt he perceived their meaning; but, fearing he might 
fare the worſe if he confeſſed, he continued to deny he under- 
ſtood their meaning: this is all I could learn from him, except 
that, out of the time he was confined by the inquiſition, he paſſed. | 
nine months i in the dungeon. eg 
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In the year 1749, an _— thip, b bound to Guinea, Was 
ka on the coaſt of Barbary, adjacent to theſe iſlands, where: 
a Canary fifhing- boat took up the crew, and brought them to the 
illand of Gran Canaria. The ſurgeon, being informed that good 
phyſicians and ſurgeons were ſcarce there, and being invited bß 
the gentry to ſettle among them, he. conſented, and praQiſed 
phyſic for ſome time, with great applauſe: The Prieſts and Friars, 
who had been labouring to convert him, pretended that he had. 
given them his promiſe to embrace the Romith faith and publicly 
renounce his hereſy. Soon after this he fell ſick; they plied him 


hard, but to no purpoſe ; for, after his recovery; he perſiſted i in 


his errors; which ſo exaſperated them, that * compelled him. Z 


to leave the iſland. 

A FRENCH Huguenot of mean circumſtances, who kept: a ſhop: 
in Tenerife, happening to be at Lancerota upon buſineſs, was 
importuned by a beggar for alins, having a figure of the Virgih 


in his hands, bedecked with flowers (which is cuſtomary. there on. 


certain feſtivals), which he made uſe of to enforce. his ſuit.. 
The Frenchman, vexed at his importunity, ſaid, « Begone : what: 
TL  Bgnifics your Virgin. to me ? Indeed,. i if.you would beg for the: 

6s: ſake: 
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0 n of fone: pretty girl, you mig at have better ſucceſs,” 
With theſe words he turned away, not dreaming of any | bad con- 


: ſequences. The beggar went off; muttering and vowing revenge 
againſt the heretical dog, as hie, called him. The poor French- 


man had reaſon to repent of his ill timed gallantry, for he was 


. ſoon after ſeized by the officers of the Inquiſition, and confined 


in priſon, until they found an opportunity of a bark going to Ca- 
naria. Before he was ſent thither, he wrote a letter to one of his 
countrymen at Tenerife, informing. him of his misfortune; 4 and 
that he had been racking his thoughts ever ſince to find out the 


cauſe, but could charge himſelf with no offence againſt the In- 


quiſition, excepting the affair of the beggar; i adding, that being 5 
conſcious of his innocence, he hoped ſoon to get clear: but i in this 
he was miſtaken, for he was confined at Canaria for more than 
a year. It was obſerved, that when he returned from thence to 


— . —— 


Tenerife, he looked fat and fair, but ever after a attended maſs, | 


wk 


2 had n not done before. „„ 


r laſt 8 whom x remember to have been apprehended . 


* the Inquiſition, was the Marquis de San André *, a man of 


near eighty years of age. He was charged with maintaining ſome. 
errors, in a book which he had publiſhed ſome time before ; but 
the real cauſe was the keen ſpirit of ſatire by which he had rendered 
; himſelf obnoxious to the clergy. He was not ſhut up in the priſon 
of the Inquiſition, but allowed to range: within the walls of a 
convent | in Canaria, where he remained, if I am not miſtaken, 
more than twelve months. He died about a your ago, ſoon after 


* The Marquis de San Andre, as was obſerved in 0 former part of this work, 


Was deſcended, in a right line, from Dom Alonzo Ferdinando de Lugo, who aſliſted | 
at the conqueſt of Canaria, and procured a grant from the King of Spain of the con- 


queſt of Palma and Tenerife. It was chiefly owing to his prudent conduct, that 
the natives were coryerted to the-Romith faith. 
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e Was di ages of A ad. ibix a ies cans » 
Keie "uſual form, „ afked him, on his firſt examination, if he be- 
eved the Holy Office to be holy, juſt, and knowing? He 5 
plied, that he abſolutely denied it could>have any pretenſions to 
Enowlege; and as to juſtice, he referred them to bis own caſt; 
and laſtly, that he had ſome ſeruples about its ſanctity. He durſt 
not have anſwered in this manner, had he not been aſſured of the - 
protection of the court of Madrid: and as he was not puniſhed. 
made no ſubmiſſions, nor did penance when confined or after 
he was diſcharged, this may be looked upon as the firſt ſtep taken 
by the King of Spain and his Miniſters to retrench the power of 
the clergy in the Canary Iſlands. The court could not have 
pitched on a more proper perſon to. ſupport againſt the Inquii- 5 
85 „ tion, in order to try if it was poſſible to curb the unlimited 0 ; 
power of that tribunal: and as they have ſucceeded in. the =_ it 
attempt, it is to be hoped t they will go on, until the church is 4 
ſufficiently humbled, and rendered abſolutely depondens. on the : „ 
ſtate. 1 5 5 e . =. 
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1 is not | poſſible for 2 an to live i in any: of he Sine 
Idands, excepting Tenerife, who is not a member of the church 

of Rome; and even in T enerife no profeſſed Jew, Pagan, or 

| Mahomedan can at any rate be a member of ſociety; neither 

indeed Proteſtants, unleſs they are merchants of conlequence... : 
The clergy do. not care to meddle with them; probably they. e 
have orders from Rome not to diſturb them, leſt they ſhould be Fw 
embroiled with the Engliſh or Dutch, and the cauſe of the diſ- 1 J 
| pute thereby become public, which would ultimately hurt the 
. intereſt of the church. F ormerly it. was no. uncommon ching FFC 
br tbe Inquiſition to ſeize. « on the. Dutch and Engliſh Conſuls, Te [i 


» 


v 


e in Tenerife who are moſt expoſed to: the - 
cenſure. of. the Inquiſition are the F *rench Hugenots, for they. 
5 85 have. 


1 | a : Z 


G - a — 22 
OOO oy . A ] . eee eee eee "SW oy 15 c 


| dignity of their office, or regarded the glory-of their nation; other: 


of the elergy, even though they had profeſſed. 


and when they ſee any of 
common decency,: they ſeem to be greatly ſurprized, imagining 
heretics to differ little from brutes; for theſe people are by far 
more ignorant and ſuperſtitious than the Catholics of Germany 
and . countries, where Papiſts and Proteſtants dwell in the 
ſame civil community. Vet the natives here do not pay ſo much 
homage to. the clergy as the inhabitants of Portugal, the Azores, 
Cape de Verd, and Madeira Iſlands do to theirs, for the women in 
theſe parts kiſs the borders of the Friars garments, when they paſs 
along the ſtreets. The Canary clergymen lead more regular lives 
than thoſe of the above-mentioned iſlands. *, and carry not their 


4 fame as fool,” 
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fave none 0 ee en PER it. The Fre och Conſuls "=" 
have always been men · of narrow minds, who neither kept up the 


wiſe-they would have protected their countrymen from tlie inſults 


P aganiſm. 1 have | 


often wondered what could induce Hugenots - openly to profeſs 


their religion in this country, when they diſſemble ſome of thei, 


Principles in their own; for if a man, for his intereſt, conforms in 
one point to the religion of the country he lives in, why not to all? 
It is conſiſtent with reaſon, that a man ſhould either obſtinately 

_ refuſe to throw a grain of incenſe on the altars of the gods of 
this country even in the view of death, or be the foremoſt. in 
complying with 80 corhmony of the NE pi to them. 


ALI. the inhabitants of the Camry Hands: are valet lilies: I: 
of a different perſuaſion behave with 


= The Pantuguens Priefts and Fri riars in the Cape de Vere Iſlands are ignorant 


and ſuperſtitious to the greateſt degree. Notwithſtanding their vow of celibacy, 
they keep miſtreſſes openly, without the leaſt appearance of ſhame, and have their 


children running about their houſes and convents. While I lived in South Barbary, - 


—" Moor, who by ſome accident had been ſome time in the Cape de Verds, ſaid to 


me in the following broken Engliſh, © Portugueze Prieſt no better as fool; he ſay 


4 he love God better, very much indeed, and nottake wife ; yet haye child in houfe 


4e his: how man have child and not —have wife! oy Indeed Portuguezs Padre all the 
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- whic ris the caſe in the iſland of Madeira, although x 
5 all its trade and wealth depends entirely on the Engliſh. The mer- 5 „ 
1 chants of the Engliſh nation reſiding in that iſland, behave, in one f 
| inſtance, to the church with a ſpirit truly noble, becoming, _  - a lb: 
| worthy of imitation- by all. who differ in ſentiment from the reli A 
gion of their country; for rather than demean themſelves $1 l ; ; 
1 ctinging to the clergy, they caſt their dead into the ſea, — .  - i! 
hey are ſure of being permitted to bury them in the earth, if =—_ 
5 mien 1 * 
Arx frrangers he are not Roan Cattrolics; ure frrongly i im- „„ Fo 
8 poituned, on their arrival, to become proſelytes ; but it has been 3 
5 | obſerved, that all ſuch as were prevailed on to change their reli: | 
„ _ with a view of bettering their fortunes, fell ſoon after into . | 
- poverty, and ſunk in the eſteem of obe dd people who were 1 
ſo "NE" to convert them. . n 5 | 
TE : * The Catholics ads the hw of e RY aint their religion, 1 7 | | | 
: , by its adverſaries, thus: why ſhould the principles and practice of a few blind, Igno- es N # 
rant, and ſuperſtitious zealots, who are members of our communion, be brought as : bl 
a charge againſt our moſt holy religion? Does our church approve of their deteſt- | : 
able inhumanity? I would only aſk theſe Catholics this ſimple queſtion: Has the 
Inquiſition ever teſtified its diſlike of that inhuman law. viz. the Portygueze for- 
bidding the Engliſh to bury their dead in the iſland of Madeira? This is one of the 
| many things which every day give them the lie. 5 
On the other hand, Is it conſiſtent with that moderation and hatred of pere 
tion? Ts it conſiſtent with thoſe principles of civil as well as religious liberty, 
which the Proteſtant clergy of all denominations profeſs, that they are ſo very zeal- 
obus for putting the laws in execution againſt blaſphemy, infidelity, and hereſy, or 
: atleaſt what they are pleaſed to call by theſe names? Theſe crimes diſturb not in 
* the leaft the civil community. Should not one be inclined to think; therefore, that 
they would have endeavoured to obtain a repeal of thoſe laws, ſo deſtructive to the 
| liberty of the ſubject! They never made the leaſt motion towards it; and when 
; they ſpeak of them, it is with an earneſt wiſh, that they were ten times more. Tigor- 
ous : and it is not uncommon. to hear them rail againſt the beſt of r 
becauſe it winks at the tranſgreſſions of theſe laws. 
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voured to make every thing in the iſland as agreeab 
poſſible; 


: continued firmly attached to the religion of his fatl 
tempted by the gaiety of the ladies dreſs, and other 


the place, ſeemed to waver; 
fluence over her, as to prevent her converſion. 


the power of the Inquiſition and the chure 


e were in 
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its deſired — 


ſent to their o n country, with f rn 
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Brrokx their FEED many artifices were uſed to ee 
en to change their religion: : they were genteelly clad, elegantly 
| lodged, and- entertained by people of the firſt rank, who endea- 


to them as 


. 


'8: conſtaney, ſor he 


but all 


s could not ſhake the 


ers: the girl, 


however her brother had ſo much: in- 


8 4 * 
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Sons of the natives of t Canary Hlands whowere intelligent in 
foreign affairs, often aſked me the reaſon why. our commerce ſo far 
exceeded that of the: Spaniards; my anſwer conſtautly was, that 
, in temperals, in- 
fringed their liberty, as well as cramped their induſtry, without 
both which no nation can make any figure in commerce. 
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conformity to the precepts of the church. 
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Is it not ſurprizing that 


nation, now ſo Ly ; 
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improbable that the time is at h en the governments in — 
particularly the French, will no longer puzzle the 
nd vrays and means to raife money for the neceſſit 
but will appropriate the revenues of the elergy to that 8 ſe 
avoid the danger of incenſing their ſubjects ylaying on them un- 


popular though neceſſary VFW 
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f the inhumanity of the 
dogs, takes occaſion to rep FOAC iſtiazity as the cauſe of all 
' thoſe evils ; and craftily endeavours” to make us believe that he is 
| perſuaded the religion profeſſed j in Europe, and Chriſtianity, are the 
ſame. In this he i is not ſo i ingenucus as his brother philoſopher, 
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1 Directions for Sailing among the Canary Iſlands. -— 
l TE] HEN a a ſhip lies at Palma, wanting to go. to Lancerota, | 
1 e VV and will not wait for a fair wind h indee lom X 
. blows there, eſpecially in the ſummer ſeaſon), let her ſtand : 
= over to the north-weſt fide of Tenerife, and beat up — 4 : 
until ſhe weathers point Nago; from thence, with the wind that >» 
p generally prevails 1 in theſe parts, the will be able to weather Gran 7 
4 Canaria, and fetch the point of Handia, inF uertaventura, or err | 
7 8 5 | haps Morro Gable, from whence it is eaſy to, beat. up. to - 4 | 
5 Negro, along the eaſt fide of the iſland, becauſe the fea there is : 
always ſmooth. It is not quite ſo eaſy 1 to beat up from Point Negro : 
to the iſland of Lobos; yet it may be done without difficulty, when 
the weather 1s moderate : if the wind ſhould happen to blow ; | 
. hard, ſhe may ſtop | in the bay of Las Playas until it proves more 
f  fayourable. 33% 8 
1 POM the iſland of Lobos ſhe will find no difficulty in beat- 
ing up to Porto de Naos in Lancerota. I would not adviſe any 
* man, who is not perfectly well acquainted with that harbour, to | 
crttempt to carry a ſhip in, becauſe the entrances are very narrow. = 
b | Tr is common for ſhips which come loaded from Europe to | | 
; Santa Cruz, in Tenerife, to have part of their cargoes to unbad 


* N PER 


ty-four hours, C and ui 
Int Teno, from fe the x may "ly . up to Port Orotava: 
| for when the wind bloyys,: exceſſive ſtrong at Point Nago, it is mo; = 
8 derate weather all the Way from Point Tenc until v N 
EE. leagues | Point Nago. But I would not ad 6 _ 
deer away as above directed, unleſs when n the trade- wind blows . 
„ 1 freſh that ſhe cannot weather Point Nago ; becauſe in mode _ 
nr ͤũ ù nͤ weather there is little or no wind ſtirring on the coaſt be L 
_, . a. TW. 7: = SEES INST. | 
| 1 wanxallfirangersto theſe iſlands, to obſerve that Alegranza, 
. Lancerota, and F uertaventura are, in almoſt all our maps —_— - 
charts, placed twenty five or thirt miles too far to to the ſouthwarc 
Og for the true poſition o Alegranza is about the latitude of twenty- | 
- OD nine degrees thi rr EEE 
adjacent to ä 
| : the Om In ds oF part of i it Gated ee the latitude f 3 
N twenty- nine r thirty- minutes, and twenty-ſeven __ 5 | 
f thirty minutes north, is falſely deſcribed, as may eaſily be per- 
„„ ceived by the general nap of the iſlands, and the African coaſt . 
adjacent to them, which is annexed to this work.. By the wrong FOLIO 
piſition of the foreſaid part of the coaſt, of Barbary, in our maps 
ER and charts, I am certain many have. been, deceived,. and thereby 8 
ſhips aſhore in the nickt. | 
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ber 51 57% noe c hdr s s 00 | | 
1817754 mn oidevifSinc It! Nb 25 ein end Lhe . 5 
ners and customs of | 
mention, t hat the x x 
are on their "der bro ay” 5 5 other 1 e 5 
„% ͤͤöĩ ͤ ꝙ (i bbs or becauſe they have met with diſa pointments in * X 
love: a few, being flattered and puffed up by the Nuns and Clergy, . 
23 a conceit of their own ſanctity, are prevailed on to take n BE © 
Fos and quit the world; but the greater part of them have time | 
x to repent at jeifore, and find that a miſtreſs of a A. 1: 
bas f it as much i in Ive f ary to exerciſe every Chriſtian virtue, - - 
= 5 b two years and a half ago, a monaſtery of Nuns, in the . 
= Villa of Orotava, took fire in the dme white it Was dark, . 3 
; auc was bürgt fo ſuddenly that the Nans a N | 
= —. 1 their lives: it is the cuſtom of — in that count | | 
3 the weather is hot, to fleep without ſhirts or ſhi: s; th 


3 FE ſome of the poo! Nuns, not having time to caft any thing about 3 
1 them, made their eſcape ſtark naked, en ſome of the crowd, ; 
©. , who were aſſembled on that occaſion, to 

EE tcghrew them upon them. ae hos 


F 
/ 
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75 convent, and, in ſight of all! DO | 
1 and crammed themſelves with * 3 and ſweetmeats 5 
ih belonging to the nunnery, notwithſtanding the Vicar called aloud 


ows 1 n inte to the cells of the 
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Palma t belon 8 
to bo e 1 is part tof his revenue ; the orchilla of the other 
' , iflandsbelongsto their reſpective proprietors. ip 
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with the revenues of their convents, have found ways and means to 


load the inhabitants of theſe iſlands with many impoſitions, which 


would be tedious to enumerate; an 


* 


bliſhed by law, yet it would be dangerous to refuſe the payment 


of any of them. For inſtance, every fiſhing-bark from the coaſt 


oOſ Barbary is obliged to deliver a certain quantity of fiſh to each 


convent ; and when the Mendicant Friars go about from houſe to 

| houſe, they are liberally ſupplied with alms ; if any one was to 
refuſe them, or give a ſurly anſwer, he would ſurely be marked 

as an object of their vengeance, and thereby be expoſed to the 

0 Inquiſition. All ranks of men here, who have any point in 
view, or ſcheme to-purſue, take care in the firſt place to ſecure 
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all other obſtacles are eaſily ſurmounted. 


3 the leading men of the clergy in their intereſt; when this is done, 
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e . TuE Prieſts not being ſatisfied with their tythes, nor the Friars | 


thou gh they are not all eſta- 
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E. | is much readatpreſent bythe natives of the Canary iſlands. As it 


_ js to be had in every great town in Europe, I ſhall make no more 

=. mention of it than this, its author's princi 

= to be an attempt to prop the ſinking credit of the church of 

1 e Rome, by giving up many of its miracles (as the produce of the 

=_ - overheated imaginations of enthuſiaſtic and ignorant Curates and 

| *' Friars, or as plous frauds), in order to preſerve the whole from be- „ 

3 ing looked upon as the cunning invention of prieſts. Some free - Ds 

1 thinkers and religious Proteſtants fondly imagine this book to be 

3 T | the forerunner of infidelity or reformation in Spain ; but if they : 

BG will take the pains to examine it more narrowly, they will find that 
=— the author thought it was better that one member ſhould _ 
— than the whole SS. V ᷑ é¶U / ⁊̃ ̃ 8 | 
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